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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


Trade With UMA Detailed; Future ‘Optimistic’ 


92AF0707B Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE 
in French 10 Apr 92 p 3 


[Article by Amale Daoud: “‘Morocco-UMA: Optimistic 
Prospects”; first paragraph is LA VIE ECONOMIQUE 
introduction; original paragraphing not strictly followed; 
financial figures as published] 


[Text] Pending ratification of a tariff and trade agree- 
ment for the Maghreb, trade relations between Morocco 
and the other countries belonging to the Arab Maghreb 
Union [UMA] (Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, and Tunisia) 
continue to be governed by the existing bilateral tariff 
and trade agreements. 


Since the establishment of the UMA in 1989, trade 
between Morocco and the other Arab Maghreb countries 
has increased considerably (up 132 percent). Between 
1988 and 1990, trade rose from 1,533.85 million 
dirhams to 3,559.2 million dirhams. Moroccan imports 
from UMA countries rose from 234.5 million dirhams in 
1988 to 1,601.7 million dirhams in 1990, while exports 
rose from 1,298.7 million dirhams to 1,957.6 million 
dirhams during that same period. Morocco’s trade bal- 
ance with the Maghreb countries is stil! favorable to 
Morocco: the rate at which imports are covered by 
exports is still over 100 percent. 


A breakdown of the principal products traded between 
Morocco and the other Maghreb countries shows that 
Moroccan imports consist primarily of energy products 
and lubricants (nearly 78 percent of total imports from the 
UMA countries) and semimanufactures (13.5 percent). 
Next in line are finished consumer products (2.6 percent of 
the total), finished industrial equipment goods (2.5 per- 
cent), and food, beverage, and tobacco products. The 
remaining imports include crude products of animal, veg- 
etable, or mineral origin and semimanufactures. 


In the case of exports, the principal items traded are 
finished consumer products and semimanufactures, rep- 
resenting respectively 41 percent and 30 percent of total 
Moroccan exports to the other UMA countries. Food, 
beverage, and tobacco products account for 11.5 percent 
of Morocco’s exports, while finished industrial equip- 
ment goods account for 7.7 percent and finished prod- 
ucts of animal or vegetable origin account for 4.8 per- 
cent. The remaining exports consist of energy products, 
lubricants, crude products of animal origin, and finished 
agricultural equipment goods (we note that the share 
accounted for by the latter is practically nil). We note the 
following results by country: 


Algeria 


Trade relations with Algeria are governed by the agrec- 
ment signed in Algiers on 14 March 1989. Among viher 
things, that agreement lists products that can be traded 
free of customs duties and taxes of equivalent effect in 
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the two countries with respect to imports and exports, 
meaning Original products. The following are considered 
original products: 


1. Products obtained entirely within one of the two 
contracting countries. 


2. Industrial products subjected to treatment or pro- 
cessing in the exporting country, provided that such 
treatment or processing accounts for at least 40 percent 
of the total value of those products. 


It should be noted that before the normalization of 
relations between the two countries and the establish- 
ment of the UMA, trade was nonexistent. it resumed 
significantly in 1989 (500.6 million dirhams) and grew in 
1990 (788.075 million dirhams). For the first eight 
months of 1991, trade totaled 639.65 million dirhams. 
The principal products imported from Algeria are petro- 
leum gas and other hydrocarbons, chemicals, and crude 
zinc. Those exported by Morocco consist of medicines, 
semimanufactures, and dried legumes. 


Libya 


Moroccan-Libyan trade is currently governed by the 
trade agreement signed in Rabat on 29 June 1990 as 
supplemented by a protocol of agreement signed by the 
two countries on 16 May 1991. The latter document is 
intended to increase the volume of trade up to a limit of 
$100 million for each of the countries for one year. 


The total volume of trade between Morocco and Libya 
rose from 1.05 million dirhams in 1986 to 2,036 million 
dirhams in 1990. For the first eight months of 1991, it 
totaled 825.1 million dirhams. Imports, which totaled 
672.88 million dirhams in 1986 and 1.06 million dirhams 
in 1990, declined significantly in 1987 (10,000 dirhams) 
due to the absence of crude oi! ‘mports. It should be noted 
that Libya is still Morocco’s ..ief trading partner in the 
Maghreb. Trade during the first eight months of 1991 
totaled 1.9 million dirhams. The principal product 
imported by Morocco is crude oil (97.5 percent of total 
imports). Moroccan exports consist basically of finished 
goods (footwear, natural and artificial fertilizer, and so 
on). 


Tunisia 


Moroccan-Tunisian relations are still governed by the 
trade and tariff agreement signed in Tunis on 30 April 
1986. That agreement specifies original products that are 
exempt from customs duties and import taxes. An 
accord additional to that agreement was signed in Rabat 
on 19 June 1991. It contains a list of products that can be 
imported or exported between the two countries free of 
all nontariff barriers, including prior notification and 
import licenses. The volume of trade between Morocco 
and Tunisia rose from 222 million dirhams in 1986 to 
733 million dirhams in 1990. For the first eight months 
of 1991, it totaled 583.3 million dirhams. The principal 
products imported from Tunisia are binders and 
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cements and polyphosphates. Exported products include 
textile products, energy products, lubricants, and paper 


pulp. 


Mauritania 


Morocco’s trade with Mauritania is governed by a trade 
agreement signed in Nouakchott on 4 August 1986. The 
two parties agreed to grant most-favored-nation status to 
each other with respect to customs duties and all other 
administrative formalities related to imports and 
exports. Trade rose from 9.4 million dirhams in 1986 to 
37.5 million dirhams in 1990. For the first eight months 
of 1991, it totaled 31.47 million dirhams. Fish and hides 
are imported from Mauritania, while exports to that 
country include equipment goods, ready-made garments, 
shoes, and sandals. 
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Consequently, trade between Morocco and the other 
Arab Maghreb countries has clearly progressed since the 
UMA was established. This means that one of the 
objectives of that union (the strengthening of trade 
relations) is being achieved. 


The level of trade remains low, however, considering 
that Moroccan imports from the Maghreb countries 
account for only 2.8 percent of total imports, and exports 
to the Maghreb countries account for 5.7 percent of 
Morocco’s total exports. 


The results achieved during the first eight months of 
1991 and the ratification of a Maghreb trade and tariff 
agreement lead one to predict a more pronounced 
increase in that trade, because the potentialities are 
great. 





Trade Between Morocco and Maghreb Countries, First Eight Months of 1991 














(in millions of dirhams) 
Description Algeria Libya Maaritania Tunisia 
Imports 226.05 825.05 0.262 208.7 
Exports 413.6 1,110.9 31.212 374.6 
Total volume 639.65 1,935.95 31.474 583.3 























Source: Ministry of External Trade 





Principal Exports to UMA 


To Algeria 


Whereas Morocco exported almost nothing except cyl- 
inder blocks for motorized bikes and friction linings to 
Algeria in 1989, medicines made a breakthrough in the 
Algerian market in 1990, when they accounted for nearly 
15 percent of total Moroccan exports to that country. Also 
exported are sweet oranges (7.5 percent of total exports); 
pistons and cylinder linings for automotive engines; dry 
bread-making yeast; beans, peas, and chickpeas for seed; 
margarine, and single thread of unbleached cotton. 


To Tunisia 


Exports consist of dry bread-making yeast; miscella- 
neous food preparations; lubricating oil; sodium sulfate 
wood pulp; synthetic-fiber thread; single thread of unb- 
leached cotton; men’s cotton trousers; stoneware bath- 
tubs, washbasins, and bidets; pistons and cylinder liners 
for automotive engines; and unrefined crude lead. 


To Libya 


Whereas the principal exports to Libya in 1986 consisted 
of medicines, dry bread-making yeast, fabric of synthetic 
fibers, and weft velvet of synthetic fibers, new items 
began appearing in the Libyan market in 1987, and their 
number increased steadily through 1990. They include 
toothpaste, shampoo, creams and emulsions, perfumery 
items, stamped bars of soap, cotton fabric, cotton outer 
garments, men’s suits of textile fibers, men’s trousers, 


men’s leather shoes, single or double superphosphates, 
margarine, and men’s long- and short-sleeved shirts. 


To Mauritania 


Exports consist of cigarettes and smoking tobacco, triple 
superphosphates, miscellaneous glycerin products, weft 
velvet of artificial fibers, men’s sandals, men’s clothing, 
and pistons and cylinder linings for automotive engines. 


PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


Goals of Palestinian-European Chamber of 
Commerce 


924E0276A Jerusalem AL-FAJR in Arabic 
24 Feb 92 p7 


[Interview with Fu’ad ’Abd-al-Nur, Information Con- 
troller at the European-Palestinian Chamber of Com- 
merce; place and date not given} 


[Text] The state of industry in the occupied territories and 
our local industries’ problems in marketing, in importing 
raw material, and in the unawareness of the local and 
foreign consumer of these industries and the quality of 
their products, has made it necessary to create a local 
authority, or institution, to care for Palestinian industrial 
commercial affairs; to acquaint the local and foreign 
consumer with it; and to try to market this industry and 
commerce, not only in our local market, but also in foreign 
markets outside the occupied territories. 
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The European-Palestinian Chamber of Commerce is a 
pioneering institution in this field that was recently been 
established tu achieve this purpose. Although the institu- 
tion has not yet been operating effectively, it is about to 
establish itself on a sound basis, not by functioning hap- 
hazardly, but by a thoroughly and scientifically studied 
action, and by establishing an industrial and commercial 
directory that would be the base for a database from which 
every researcher and anyone else interested in industrial 
and commercial affairs will benefit. 


AL-FAJR had the following interview with Fu’ad ’Abd- 
al-Nur, controller of all data and responsible for pub- 
lishing a commercial and industrial directory on the 
objectives of the Chamber of Commerce, on the nature 
of its work and the results expected to be obtained from 
it: 


[AL-FAJR] How did the idea of establishing the Euro- 
pean-Palestinian Chamber of Commerce come about? 


[’Abd-al-Nur] Some people who are interested in devel- 
oping the Palestinian national economy called for 
strengthening relations with the EC. The result of con- 
tacts was the establishment of a private, non-profit 
company which obtained an official license from the 
authorities on 16 November 1990. 


[AL-FAJR] What does the term ‘private non-profit com- 
pany’ mean? 


[’Abd-al-Nur] It is similar to a voluntary charity associ- 
ation. If it makes profits, shareholders may not take 
them. These profits should be reinvested in its activities. 


[AL-FAJR] What are the objectives and goals for which 
the Europe-Palestinian Chamber of Commerce has been 
established? 


[’Abd-al-Nur] Its objectives are many. They are: 


¢ To develop and contribute to all matters relating to 
commerce, imports, exports, industrial relations, and 
contacts on all levels; 

¢ To ratify agreements and contracts on behalf of local 
and foreign companies and to facilitate trade; 

¢ To administer, sponsor, and publish academic 
studies, seminars, and lectures; 

¢ To establish Palestinian industrial fairs abroad, par- 
ticipate in international fairs with Palestinian indus- 
tries, and seek to establish a Palestinian-Europe fair. 


Founders of the chamber are now seeking to establish a 
Palestinian database by carrying our a comprehensive 
survey of existing economic assets, and publishing this 
survey in an Arabic commercial directory as a first step. 
This will be updated every one or two years. An English- 
language directory will follow; it will contain names and 
addresses of trade and industrial establishments, their 
owners, and their addresses in the West Bank and Gaza. 
Young men and women have actually begun to be 
recruited for this task. 
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[AL-FAJR] Do you expect great success for this major 
project, particularly since its realization requires great 
efforts, tremendous resources, and persistence? 


[’Abd-Abd-Nur] On the basis of my own experience in 
the field of trade and marketing, I saw that it is possible 
to launch enormous projects dependent on local support. 
In other words, major projects do not necessarily have to 
begin as such. What matters is the sincerity of those 
engaged in such projects and the availability of popular 
support. If there is such sincerity and there is real reed 
for a project, then the public is bound to respond. 


Last summer I read an interesting and important article in 
AL-QUDS newspaper by Dr. Khalil Nakhlah entitled 
“Make Do With What You Have.” Unfortunately, we 
have gotten used to making the funds available before 
taking any steps. Nobody paid attention to this article and 
I have read no comment on it, despite the importance of 
the call for self-reliance. In his article, Dr. Nakhlah called 
on the Palestinians, following the Gulf crisis, to rely on 
themselves and not to wait for assistance. He suggests, for 
example, that the numerous big and small industries in 
Hebron should cooperate in order to create a common 
body, which they would finance and which would help 
them solve their problems. 


Dr. Nakhlah’s principle in this article is a universal one. 
Industrialists, merchants, and financiers in all countries 
act according to a policy that helps support projects that 
their countries need. 


Personally, I liked the idea. I thought that it is not 
necessary to rely only on industrialists and businessmen. 
Rather, we should broaden the base so as to involve the 
largest possible number of people working in this field to 
participate in establishing this fund. This could be 
achieved hy the participants making an advance, modest 
contribution in return for publishing information about 
them and for receiving a free copy of the directory. 


Briefly, we would like to appeal to the people involved in 
industry, commerce, and services with whom we have 
contracts to conduct this survey, to support our project 
and to fill in the forms with the required information. 
The fee is 50 Israeli shekels for a three-line information 
entry and 80 shekels for a six-line entry. This would 
cover the labor costs and, in particular, the expenses of 
the young men and women conducting this survey. 


Had this practical method not been followed, it would 
have been necessary to allocate a big budget and employ 
a large number of people who might not achieve the 
same result as that achieved by the method of paying 
commission on every amount collected for the establish- 
ment of the database and for publishing the directory. 


It is worth noting that all the world industrial and 
commercial directories have to be paid for, even if they 
were published or backed by governments. The payment 
is for the information published. Published directories 
are not given for free. In view of the conditions we are 
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experiencing, we decided to charge a very low fee, almost 
one-tenth of what is paid in Israel for publishing the 
same information. 


Whatever the cost of the production of the directory, we 
are committed to sell it for 25 shekels in order to attract 
the largest possible number of our people, even if they 
are not classified as working in these sectors. 


[AL-FAJR] As the European-Palestinian Chamber of 
Commerce, do you consider yourselves to be agents of 
the EC? Is it one of your functions to give loans and 
financial aid? 


[’Abd-al-Nur] Because of the uproar over the EC and the 
money coming from it, we decided not to be agents of the 
market. We do not issue loans nor compete with any 
chamber of commerce or industry. On the other hand, 
we could offer services to the local chambers if they so 
wished. 


[AL-FAJR] Did you contact the local factories and 
companies, and what was their reaction to your efforts? 


[’Abd-al-Nur] We have begun contacts in this regard. In 
the last few months we published several ads as feelers, 
and they generated interest. We received some response 
from the industrialists who wish to export their goods to 
the EC. They also expressed the desire to take part in the 
coming fair in Nante, France. We believe that this 
Participation is still in its infancy. 


{[AL-FAJR] In what way is your experiment as a Euro- 
pean-Palestinian Chamber of Commerce different from 
previous experiments? 


[’Abd-al-Nur] This experiment is different from the 
others in that, so far, no complete directory has been 
published about commercial, industrial, and services 
concerns, because this requires great efforts. Nobody has 
undertaken this project. Meanwhile, we are in need of it, 
internally and externally, since many local people and 
foreigners are not aware of the directory. 


Some successful attempts have been made by the 
economy faculties in our various universities, but work 
depended on the students’ working hours. 


With regard to my personal experience, during the past 
two years I have been preparing to write my book on the 
triangle [al-muthallath, a geographical area in northern 
part of Palestine/Israel]. I have helped establish 
numerous charitable and social associations for Arab 
inhabitants inside Israel. I have discovered that many of 
them have stopped operating because financing dried 
out or because their activities were superficial, were 
something that the society did not need, or it may be an 
imitation of successful efforts by another society. One of 
those working in this field made the following remarks: 
A voluntary action taken by the Arabs inside the country 
never failed if the society needed it. 


For example, in 1990, a directory of charitable associa- 
tions for the Arab inhabitants in Israel was published by 
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the Jaffa research center in Nazareth. This was based on 
a standardized questionnaire presented to these soci- 
eties. The most important question concerned the suc- 
cess or failure of the societies and their reasons. Most of 
the excuses given for failure was the «:.d of aid [from 
abroad], despite the fact that the associations’ activity, as 
understood from the name, are a charity association 
whose activity has nothing to do with aid. One of the 
prominent examples that drew my attention was that a 
charity society was established in a village in the triangle 
area. It defined its activity as being concerned with 
improving the health situation in the town. One of the 
excuses given for its failure was that the doctors in the 
town refused to cooperate with this society. How can a 
voluntary charity association concievably be established 
in any place before ensuring the support of the villages’ 
doctors? 


[AL-FAJR] Does the Chamber of Commerce receive 
European aid and, if so, of what kind and volume is this 
aid? 


[’Abd-al-Nur] An EC grant for the establishment of an 
international European-Palestinian fair in Jerusalem 
and for covering some of the expenses of the European- 
Palestinian Chamber of Commerce has been approved. 
The difficulties being faced in controlling the spending 
of these junds are public knowledge. But I would like to 
stress that even if these funds arrive, this project should 
be self-sufficient, without assistance, because the people 
need it and it is consistent with the popular saying 
“make do with what you have.” 


[AL-FAJR] On the basis of your own experience, what 
are the most effective ways to develop our local indus- 
tries and to overcome the existing marketing problems? 


[’Abd-al-Nur] I am probably one of the first who worked 
in the field of marketing and whoiesale distribution. | 
quickly adopted the modern method of delivery and 
distribution of commodities directly to the grocery 
stores. In the past, the custom was for the retailer to go to 
the wholesaler or agent in order to receive his goods. | 
have acquired great experience in dealing with Israeli 
factories that were established since the Israeli occupa- 
tion of the West Bank and Gaza. These factories devel- 
oped and became bigger by monopolizing our local 
markets exclusively for their products. I have personally 
watched how these factories have developed, first 
becoming exporters to our market and later, building on 
their success, becoming exporters to international mar- 
kets. I saw how commercial bureaus specializing in 
exports have been established. These bureaus encourage 
the owner of the newly-established Israeli factory to 
concentrate on exports. They show their readiness to 
accept the factory’s products, even if its production 
ability is very modest. They collect a few cartons of 
goods from one factory atid a few more from another, 
which all are packed in a single carton and are exported. 
They rely on their offices abroad to help them to market 
them. I believe we can do the same thing by establishing 
a unit, or several small units, that would help to export 
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local products, and so help solve the problem of con- 
tacting Palestinian and Arab communities abroad in 
order to promote these goods or, at least, consume them 
themselves. Receiving Palestinian goods abroad and 
marketing them is more important than financial aid. 
Instead of backing a factory financially, and in order to 
avoid the likelihood of such backing going to serve 
certain private interests, purchasing Palestinian prod- 
ucts is better assistance and better helps the factory to 
develop and, consequently, employ workers. Moreover, 
we are adopting an important principle in this survey: all 
that the West Bank and Gaza Strip sell in Israel is 
considered as an export, and all that we buy from Israel 
or others is actually import. Consequently, if a factory 
succeeds in marketing its products in Israel it would 
actually be competing with a considerably advanced 
industry and, therefore, it would be capable of marketing 
its products worldwide. I import from Israel. It is the 
right of the industry, and our right as a Palestinian 
society to prepare a study of our factories’ needs, since 
the EC and others could offer us similar goods at a 
cheaper price. 


ALGERIA 


Reorganization Strategy of Fundamentalists 


92AF0690B Algiers ALGER REPUBLICAIN in French 
1] Apr 92 pp 1,3 


[Investigative report by Hamid Mazzi: “Terrorism’s 
New Strategy”’—first four paragraphs are ALGER 
REPUBLICAIN introduction] 


[Text] Despite thousands of arrests and the hard blows 
dealt to fundamentalist organizations by the security 
forces recently, activists continue to wear their trade- 
mark Afghan dress and beards. 


Various observers are surprised by the sudden reappear- 
ance of large numbers of these fascist activists in the 
working-class neighborhoods reputed to be their strong- 
holds (Belcourt and Bab E] Oued, in particular) despite 
impressive security arrangements. 


The police gave us confirmation of this phenomenon, 
which seems to indicate that something is about to 
happen. 


To gain some insight into the reappearance of funda- 
mentalist symbols despite police firmness, it took several 
days of observation and several discussions with former 
sympathizers of the fundamentalist organization as well 
as listening to the views of ordinary residents in the 
neighborhoods and casual remarks made here and there. 


There is every indication that each of the various styles 
of dress and tarboosh, as well as their colors, have a 
specific meaning by which the members of a mosque’s 
congregation may be identified. 


In its efforts to reorganize, fundamentalism appears to 
have chosen this strategy for greater efficiency and as a 
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way of preventing any infiltration by security forces: The 
first group is made up of adults and adolescents (between 
15 and 20 years old) whose dress consists of an olive 
green tarboosh with a woolen pompon in the center, grey 
gandura [sleeveless tunic], black leather jacket, and jog- 
ging shoes. Their are thought to in charge of posting and 
distributing communiques from the FIS [Islamic Salva- 
tion Front] in the neighborhoods, propagating rumors, 
gathering information about the movements of police 
forces, and gathering intelligence regarding possible tar- 
gets of the terrorist organization. 


That explains the rapidity with which FIS pamphlets are 
handed out and posted in the various sections of the 
capital. 


The members of this first group were selected for their 
ability to pass through police barricades without diffi- 
culty as, for the most part, they are secondary school 
students who can carry thousands of pamphlets in their 


book bags. 


The members of the second group are for the most part 
elderly individuals, influential figures in the neighbor- 
hoods, teachers and managers who commonly wear a 
white gandura and a white tarboosh similar to the one 
worn by Abassi. 


Their role is said to be that of distributing money to the 
families of those in prison, caring for their ill, and 
spreading propaganda among the working class by por- 
traying the FIS as a victim of repression, the HCE [High 
State Committee] as a dictatorship out to crush the will 
of the people, and security forces as children of the devil 
and “Jew..” 


The third group is more dangerous in that it is composed 
of veterans of Afghanistan and former members of the 
FIS security forces. Their dress stands out more than 
others: a black tarboosh, a black gandura, jeans, and 


jogging shoes. 


Typically, their heads are shaven, their eyebrows are 
darkened with kohl, and their beards are long. 


Among themselves, they most often speak Afghan or 
Urdu (a Pakistani language). 


This group’s responsibilities are thought to consist of 
harassing the police and security forces, carrying out 
terrorist missions, and identifying targets for execution. 
Their short-term objective is to maintain a climate of 
tension so that society will fear reprisals if it becomes 
supportive of the government. 


This group is excused from the prayer of Taraouih, and 
its members are therefore visible during prayers around 
the mosques of “Kabul,” La Glaciere, Leveilly, and 
Oued Ouchayah. 


They tend to take up positions at strategic intersections 
so as to be ready to carry out a terrorist mission on 
last-minute orders from the emirs. 
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Their leader can be recognized by the orange-colored 
scarf that he wears on his head. 


This group is allegedly prepared to commit criminal acts. 
The calm surrounding the mosques of Es Sunna and 
Kouba is particularly ominous. The absence of any 
attacks in the Algiers region in recent days is another 
indication tat the terrorists may be taking their time to 
plan out the‘r acis carefully. 


Finally, this reorganization of the fundamentalist front is 
visible day and night. An idea of the preparations under 
way can be had simply by walking near the mosques of 
Kabul, Abbou Hannifa in Leveilley, La Glaciere, Oued 
Ouchayah, and Joie Vue in Kouba. 


Suicides Among Detainees Attributed to Drugs 


92AF0698A Algiers ALGER REPUBLICAIN in French 
8 Apr 92 p 3 


[Article by Said Tazrout: “Drugs and the FIS”—first 
paragraph is ALGER REPUBLICAIN introduction] 


[Text] The detention of fundamentalists in security 
centers in southern Algeria has revealed the extent to 
which many activists in the FIS [Islamic Salvation 
Front] engage in drug use. Several detainees have been 
hospitalized for drug withdrawal or suicide attempts 
caused by withdrawal. 


A drug user cannot readily do without his habitual dose, 
particularly in difficult living conditions. When forced to 
abstain, he often suffers from psychological disorders 
and depression, which can cause him to attempt to end 
his own life. 


The hospitalizations are being explcited by the FIS for 
propaganda purposes. 


For nearly one month now, the FIS and its satellites have 
been attempting by every means possible to regain the 
initiative and expand their sphere of influence. 


Conditions in the security camps have served as one of 
the fundamentalists’ preferred tools of propaganda. In 
particular, they organize discussion groups in the homes 
of those who have been recently released. 


The fundamentalists claim that the hospitalizations are 
the result of “inhuman” and “barbaric” conditions of 
detention. According to Amnesty International, LADH 
[Algerian League of Human Rights], and the Algerian 
Red Crescent, life in the camps is difficult. However, the 
fundamentalists’ version of it is very far from the reality. 


Nearly all the centers report cases of detainees admitted 
for surgery but even more of them for psychiatric treat- 
ment. 


The latest cases occurred at In Salah and In M’Guel 
where 12 detainees were hospitalized, 10 of them suf- 
fering from psychological disorders and depression. 
Another was given surpery after attempting suicide by 
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swallowing two small pairs of scissors. The twelfth was 
reported to have attempted to kill himself by slashing his 
abdomen with a razor blade. 


On that subject, an official of the DGSN [Directorate 
General of National Security] also noted that at the 
Reggane center, many drug users are reported to have 
undergone surgery following suicide attempts. Some 
swallowed razor blades or various other objects. Others 
cut their veins. Ai a recent press conference, Mr. Ali 
Haroun, a member of the High State of State, also 
acknowledged that several suicide attempts have taken 
place, and he attributed them to drug use. 


Allegations by some of a close link between “Islamist” 
circles and narcotics dealing and use were first made long 
ago. At the latest press conference at the DGSN, an 
officer stated that there are several drug users among the 
terrorists being sought. 


Figures Show Brain Drain, Costly Student 
Program 


92AFO0690A Algiers ALGER REPUBLICAIN in French 
3 Apr 92 pp 1,3 


[Text] The figures are mind-boggling: Every year, half 
the students who receive scholarships to study abroad 
choose not to return to Algeria. The cost to the country is 
staggering: 30 billion centimes a year. 


Out of one group of 700 sent abroad for training, only 50 
returned to Algeria in 1991/92. The figures reveal the 
magnitude of a brain drain that is taking a definite toll 
on the development of the university and scientific 
research in Algeria. 


Every year, between 5,000 and 6, #0 students are abroad 
studying under scholarship grants, 70 percent of them 
awarded by the Ministry of Universities and the 
remainder by other ministries. 


The head of the scholarship department at the Civil 
Service Office, Mrs. Shailia, stated that her department 
receives between 900 and 1,000 applications a year for 
overseas study. She noted that 690 applications were 
approved this year. 


Mr. Barkani, who directs the Office of Training and 
Employment at the National Planning Council, added 
that France tops the list of host countries, receiving 
between 400 and 450 students. Programs of study in the 
United States have been suspended because the scientific 
participants do not return. 


Mr. Barkani noted that the total cost of advanced 
education abroad exceeds 300 million dinars a year. The 
total cost of short training programs in 1991 is 30 million 
dinars. But only 50 percent of recipients return to 
Algeria. He also noted that 4,000 post-graduate students 
are abroad and that the cost of training one future 
manager is 900,000 dinars. 
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Mr. Benyoucef, of the Ministry of Universities, said that 
“those scholarships have been awarded since 1987 solely 
to post-graduate students and teachers responsible for 
training. Currently, 500 teachers and 90 students are 
recipents of them. 


The Health Ministry’s director of training, Mr. Laraba, 
stated that the cost of training one doctor is 4,840 French 
francs per month over a period of four to five years, and 
out of the 160 sent abroad between 1987 and 1991, only 
30 have returned. 


Causes of the Brain Drain 


Algerian researchers believe that opportunities for study 
are not the only reason behind the scientific brain drain 
that is affecting Third World countries. 


Various factors arising from the poor economic, social, 
and political climate are cited: a failed education system, 
an inability to make the fullest use of potential, and the 
absence of freedom of thought and restrictions placed on 
work activities. 


Dr. Smerline, director of scientific research at USTHB 
[expansion not given], believes that the loss of scientific 
minds to other countries reflects a deeper trend in 
civilizations. The decline of one civilization and the 
flowering of another will automatically trigger an exodus 
of intellectual capacities. 


Mr. Khelladi, director of the Bab Ezzouar Computer 
Institute estimates that as many as 70 percent of teachers 
left the institute of mathematics between 1988 and 1990 
for the countries in wh.ch they received their training. 
An even greater percentage of young students have done 
so, said Mr. Khelladi. 


Questioned about the impact on the country’s medical 
corps, Professor Khiati, a pediatrician, stated that the 
medical sector began experiencing this phenomenon 
after the 1976 law on medicine was passed. The number 
of doctors who left the country between 1976 and 1990 is 
estimated at 3,000 surgeons, radiologists, and intensive 
care specialists. 


The Solution? 


This erosion in both scientific and material resources has 
prompted the Ministry of Universities to draw up a new 
plan of action to de‘ine a program of “phased training” 
that will be implemented as of start of the next school 
year. 


Mr. Benyoucef believes that a more advantageous 
approach would be to send students abroad for no more 
than three months a year over a period of four years. 
Large sums could be saved and redirected toward 
funding for research and equipment for research labora- 
tories, he noted. 


Professor Khiati criticized that approach as “scientific 
tourism,” pointing out that it could not be applied to 
certain branches of scientific study such as nuclear 
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physics and chemistry which require a minimum of three 
consecutive years. Retaining the country’s intellectual 
resources will involve the creation of an effective 
research program and guarantees of freedom to pursue 
one’s work without bureaucratic interference, he stated. 


Conditions at Ouargla Hospital Discussed 


92WE0377A Algiers EL WATAN in French 
24 Mar 92 p 12 


[Article by Abderrahmane Hayane, special correspon- 
dent in Ouargla: “A Hospital Plagued by Problems”— 
first four paragraphs are EL WATAN introduction] 


[Text] Algeria’s health-care system appears to be experi- 
encing great difficulties. 


Across the country, citizens continue to demand 
improvements in the medical care made available to 
them. Hospital facilities have already deteriorated to a 
considerable degree, and the situation is only worsening. 


Although it is among the most crucial sectors, health care 
has not been spared by the economic recession that has 
affected our country for years. 


The state of the health-care system in Ouargla is 
alarming at the very least. The foremost health-care 
provider, the hospital of this capital city of the wilayah 
(120,000 residents), is faring no better than the country’s 
other facilities. 


Ouargla—Circumstances have forced the hospital of 
Ouargla to assume the role of a regional hospital, a 
mission that unfortunately exceeds its capacities. “We 
no longer know whether the hospital's mission is local or 
regional. Its initial responsibility was to care for the 
residents of the city and nearby regions. Now we find 
that the hospital draws residents of much more remote 
wilayat—such as Illizi, M’Sila, and Adrar,”’ the hospital's 
administrator, Mr. Salah Kadi, told us. 


The Ouargla hospital was dedicated in 1988 with much 
fanfare after taking 14 years to build! It is a 600-bed 
facility (although only 435 are being used at present). As 
far as hospital facilities go, Ouargla’s is fairly large and 
could easily accommodate regional needs (an estimated 
population of 600,000) were it not for a chronic shortage 
of equipment which has caused the hospital's officials to 
sound the alarm. 


They are perplexed by the fact that national officials are 
making no effort to help and do not even respond to their 
appeals. They are even more perplexed by the fact that a 
city like Hassi-Messaoud, a dynamic economic center 
located 100 km away, does not have a single specialist for 
its estimated population of 40,000. “That means a 
potential 40,000 work-related accidents. A burn treat- 
ment center has been in the planning for 25 years, but 
there is not one specialist—not even a specialist of cuts 
and scrapes!” as Dr. El-Hadj Henni, a pediatric surgeon, 
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sarcastically put it. Accident victims are transferred 
from Hassi-Messaoud to Ouargla, no matter how minor 
the accident. 


A Basic Minimum 


Another eye-opening example of poor management in 
the health-care sector that has been overseen by eight 
successive ministers in the past four years (!), the new 
hospital in Illizi, which contains 80 beds, is practically 
empty! Its new equipment is falling into a state of 
disrepair due to a lack of maintenance, while patients 


requiring specialized care are sent to Ouargla. 


“Almost the entire budget of the hospital is consumed in 
treatment of patients from all regions of the southeast. 
How can we keep up with this influx and with what 
means?’ Mr. Kadi wonders. “We do not have the basic 
minimum of equipment. We do not have a frequency 
amplifier that is indispensable in orthopedic surgery. 
The refrigerator in which we store blood for transfusions 
has been empty for several days. The mobile X-ray 
machine is broken and patients have been waiting three 
days to be operated on,” said an exasperated Dr. Bend- 
jazia who specializes in emergency care for accident 
victims. 

The list of deficiencies grows even longer with a tour of 
the laboratory section where, for example, many of the 
reagents used in tests are lacking and the ionogram has 
been unusable for days...for want of a canister of butane 
gas! The building itself is impressive, but there is a good 
deal of unused space. An entire floor has been closed off 
due to a lack of equipment. 


Many of the lab units remain vacant. Of the hospital's six 
operating rooms, only four are used, and the fifth (oph- 
thalmology) was recently closed when the hospital's only 
ophthalmologist left, having been called up for military 
service. Now there is no one to run the fully equipped 
30-bed ophthalmology ward. 


While the figures vary from year to year, the hospital 
admits nearly 13,000 patients a year for an average stay 
of six to nine days, which means that it utilizes 60 
percent of its capacity. That is an impressive figure when 
compared with the hospitals in Illizi or Hassi-Bahbah (10 
percent), which are operating at a loss, and even the 
hospitals of Algiers (80 percent) which are connected to 
the university. 


“Our ambition is to run the hospital like a business as 
they do in the West, but we are barely able to operate as 
a charity,” said Mr. Hadj Henni. 


No Reply 


Embittered, the medical personnel sees no solution and 
is weary of having to make do. “We have repeatedly sent 
telexes to Algiers, but no reply. Let them tell us what we 
should do and how we should go about it! The prime 
minister was here to see us on 8 February. We described 
to him the problems we have, but nothing has happened. 
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Are we in the south considered secondary? Mr. Kadi 
continued, clearly upset. Here, it is true that even the 
minutest problem is magnified by the distance: "We are 
completely isolated. Never have any inspectors come to 
check on what we do here. Will it take a shut-down of the 
hospital before anyone will finally listen to us? Mr. 
Bendjazia wondered. 


Another problem, just as crucial as the others, is the 
status of the hospital’s specialists and the ministerial 
authonities’ handling of personnel matters. The special- 
ists, most of whom were trained abroad, have not been 
granted career advancement or promotion (in some 
cases since 1988), and therefore are paid the salary of a 
general practitioner—about 12,000 dirhams. There are 
17 specialists on the hospital's staff, two of them foreign. 
The list of anomalies is mind-boggling: Not one of them 
has been granted a grade level and they are not paid a 
bonus for the positions of responsibility they hold (some 
are in charge of entire wards). “What is worse, we were 
appointed verbally, without any written contract,” said 
Mr. Hadj Henni. A supplement of only 2! percent is paid 
for assignment to this area as compared with 25 or 35 
percent in neighboring areas, and it is calculated on the 
old base salary. Even those who became eligible for the 
second bracket by virtue of a promotion have not 
received it. “We earn 900 dirhams more than our 
colleagues in the north, beyond the base salary.” 


“People tend to believe that there is money to be made in 
the south. On the contrary: Given our situation, medical 
specialists no longer have any incentive to move to these 
regions to practice because of the very real stumbling 
blocks created by the various ministerial levels,’ Mr. 
Bendjazia told us. 


Shared Hardship 


The doctors are highly dedicated, as we were able to see 
for ourselves. In some ways, they have become charity 
workers and improvisers, using their own money to buy 
supplies in order to treat their patients. There is no wall 
separating the administrators of the hospital from the 
doctors, as they share the same sense of hardship. “This 
paradoxical situation began with the move to make the 
health care sectors more independent from the central 
government. General practitioners are now overseen by 
local governments, hence the improvement in their 
socio-professional situation. In some cases, they are 
better treated than the specialists who remain under the 
supervision of the ministry of health. The ministry 
settled the problem involving the assistant professors, 
but not the specialists who now find that they have fallen 
behind the others.” said Mr. Kadi. 


What are the solutions? The medical staff unanimously 
agreed: “First, recognize the south as a priority; then 
grant special status to Ouargla assigning certain types of 
care to the smaller hospital in the region, which will 
enable Ouargla to provide high-quality specialized care, 
and—as a matter of absolute necessity—provide much 
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needed equipment and specialized doctors.” Will their 
call be heard by the authorities concerned? Let’s hope so. 


LEBANON 


Hizballah Officer on Resistance, Islamic Republic 


92WR0276Z London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
17, 18 Apr 92 


[Article by Muhammad Funaysh, Member of Hizballah- 
Lebanon Political Bureau: Resistance, Martyrdom 
Needed for Nation’s Rebirth] 


{17 Apr p 14] 


[Text] Discussions of the Lebanese crisis and the solu- 
tions to it lead to a quest for a realistic concept that 
stands apart in its assessment of developments and 
events. No study of this crisis will lead to the right road 
to solutions and treatment unless it is rooted in a realistic 
evaluation of the crisis’ dimensions and current course. 


The evaluation of any position must, therefore, emanate 
from a realistic diagnosis of the factors that affect its 
continuation, regardless of old allegiances and mindsets 
and former policies, with no place for illusions, hopes, 
doubts, and dreams—that is, if we seek thoroughness, 
objectivity, and honesty. An evaluation is nothing more 
than a focused look at a past concept or ideology, etc., 
that may be constrained by rigid notions, concepts, or 
visions as it attempts to deal with a dynamic, changing 
situation. 


This is how we can gauge practicality and differentiation 
between ideological concepts and external movements 
and developments. A true understanding of events and 
developments as they really are, without off-hand rejec- 
tion of immutable concepts and visions, is what differ- 
entiates evolving actuality from instituted ideology. 
Some people would like to describe themselves as real- 
istic in assessing developments when they are, in fact, 
immersed in ideological prejudice. Even though they 
might not espouse a clearly-defined ideology, it suffices 
that they look upon others’ ideas with hostility and 
rebuttal—merely because those concepts were conceived 
by others—without taking the trouble to study and 
discern the dimensions of those concepts and their 
motivations and objective foundations. That would be 
sufficient to place such persons within the circle of 
prejudice based on hatred, hostility, or off-hand rejec- 
tion as a result of espousing some concept, idea, or 
principle; or as a consequence, in the absence of convic- 
tion, of mere desire to practice the art of foolhardy 
criticism and malice. That definition also applies to all 
those who, driven by antagonism, opposition, and hos- 
tility, would characterize as Islamist any cause or event 
merely for being initiated by an Islamist group or orga- 
nization, without scrutinizing that position and its bases 
and motivations. That definitely falls in the realm of 
innate prejudice, even through it is ostensibly motivated 
by devotion to freedom and love for objectivity. 
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Rejecting a position or a proposal because it nas a basis 
in religion is the ultimate prejudice and an outlandish 
contradiction of the principles of intellectual liberation 
and freedom of belief. 


With that in mind, how can we define the Islamic 
movement in Lebanon’s position on the current situa- 
tion? What avenues does it pursue? 


Setting aside the factors that led to the intrsion of Zionist 
influence and control into the Lebanese cquation— 
because it is outside the scope of this [article}—such 
influence and control «re nevertheless a reality that cannot 
be ignored in the search for a solution to the crisis. Rather, 
I believe it is a most serious and complex issue, and that 
the manner in which it is addressed will impact the future 
and stability of Lebanon as a nation, as a people, and as a 
government, as well as the future of the Arab and Islamic 
position in general. The Zionist occupation of a part of 
southern Lebanon, of the western Biqa’, and of Hasbayya, 
goes beyond military and security considerations to take 
on political significance, since it links the course of the 
Lebanese crisis to the course of the regional crisis—the 
so-called Middle Easi crisis or Palestinian cause, and since 
it puts water and land within the circle of danger and 
Zionist hunger, whose dimensions and targets are obvious. 


Any talk of divorcing the Lebanese crisis from the 
regional crisis is wishful thinking, unless perhaps some- 
body is still under the delusion that there can be a return 
to the 17 May agreement or some such, or that it is 
possible for Lebanon to conclude a separate peace treaty 
with the Zionist enemy. 


This present reality underlies the Islamic movement's 
policy on dealing with this important dimension of the 
Lebanese crisis, reiterating its commitment to the need to 
continue and escalate the act of struggle, supply all its 
requirements, devise appropriate practical programs for 
recruiting people of all ideological and political factions 
and movements into the resistance, and secure the mate- 
rial and moral components needed to lay the foundation 
for a resisting society. 


The route of resistance is the optimum option in con- 
fronting the occupier, having been proved worthwhile and 
effective in striking at the enemy and forcing it to give up 
a large area of Lebanese land. This does not mean over- 
looking the role of political circumstances that helped the 
resistance realize its accomplishments in expelling the 
occupier and foiling its ambitions and political goals. The 
Islamic movement in Lebanon did not originate acts of 
resistance in Lebanon, nor does it have a monopoly over 
them. Rather, it rejects confining the resistance to a 
specific faction or group, even though Islamic resistance is 
actually the backbone of the resistance. 


Resistance is an action by a people giving expression to 
its will. If there was no such will, the resistance would not 
have the acceptance and support needed to sustain it, 
because of the disparity between its material capability 
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and the enemy’s military and technological prowess. 
Resistance is, therefore, the only real gateway to national 
fusion that would affirm the people’s solidarity; attest to 
the reality of Lebanon being a part of its environment; 
and reveal commitment to that affiliation through action 
rather than stipulations dictated by one-time necessity, 
interests, and circumstances, and which certain people 
are looking to get out of and rescind. Enlisting under the 
banner of the resistance project would test the sincerity 
of certain factions in leaving the occupier’s course and 
ceasing to deal with it and bet on its future role in 
changing the domestic balance of power. 


Betting on a peaceful settlement, awaiting the outcome of 
negotiations, and demanding an end to acts of resistance is 
grasping at straws and a mirage. Abandoning the resistance 
would provide the occupier with a suitable climate for 
imposing its will and realizing its ambitions and objec- 
tives. It has become apparent thai negotiations with the 
enemy can only go so far. It will be satisfied with nothing 
less than a peace treaty before it accepts the principle of 
withdrawal from some lands, but not until its economy and 
development he ., aranteed needed gains of water and 
resources through so-called multilateral negotiations. 


Therefore, it may be said that there is no chance for 
resolving the Lebanese crisis separately from the regional 
crisis, as long as the occupier can gather sufficient 
rationalization to respond to international political 
embarrassment by claiming that its presence in Lebanon 
hinges upon the outcome of the negotiations. The only 
card Lebanon has to underscore its right and keep its 
cause on the political front burner is maintaining the 
resistance and increasing its effectiveness. That is a 
legitimate right that should be upheld, especially since it 
has been proven capable of bleeding the enemy and 
inflicting more damage on its soldiers and military 
machine. It is not right to use the fear of enemy retalia- 
tion as a pretext to ask for a halt to the resistance on the 
rationale that the enemy, having been given a free hand 
by international developments, would therefore invade 
liberated areas or retaliate by inflicting harm on the 
villages and inhabitants there. I do not believe that 
anybody expects to resist the enemy without suffering 
injury and damage. Resistance was never an easy task 
requiring no self-sacrifice and sacrifice of possessions. 


The struggle of wills and the assertion of rights cannot be 
accomplished without sacrifices and martyrdom, and 
without the glory of martyrs who took the difficult road, 
believing that self-sacrifice was the way to attain objec- 
tives and maintain rights. Great nations do not spare 
sacrifices and offerings in the defense of their glory, 
dignity, and rights. Our activist people is no less great 
than the peoples who charted their way to dignity and 
freedom with the blood and suffering of their sons and 
the pain of their freedom-loving detainees. 


Halting the resistance would not only be contrary to the 
rules of nature and would fritter away a legitimate right; 
it also would contradict the nature of current world 
developments, which uphold peoples’ wills and their 
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right to their lands and resources, and condemn the use 
of force to annex or occupy of others’ lands. 


World developments do not give the enemy a free hand. 
On the contrary, they affirm the option of the resistance 
in accordance with international laws and practices. 
World developments disgrace occupation and its allies 
and supporters for violating international laws, as well as 
the UN charter and its principles. Consequently, our 
refusal to negotiate with the enemy and our insistence on 
its unconditional withdrawal have a basis in this prag- 
matic understanding of world developments, and are 
rooted in our convictions and in our belief in our rights 
and objectives. It goes without saying that our acts of 
resistance, which storm the enemy’s dens and fortresses 
and challenge it deep within the occupied lands, are not 
merely symbolic acts that would give the enemy justifi- 
cation for its assaults and crimes. 


One should not resent the Islamic movement for its 
resistance in accordance with its beliefs and ideological 
leanings, because such resentment could lead to falling 
into the trap of discrimination based on ideological, 
doctrinal, and political disparity in a battlefield where 
there would be no opportunity for compromise, coexist- 
ence, Or cooperation among them as long as doctrinal 
affiliation remains a barrier to openness in calm intel- 
lectual debate over what is immutable belief and ide- 
ology, and what is the basis of cooperating and coordi- 
nating on common interests and political positions that 
offer room for joint effort and do not clash with doc- 
trinal or ideological affiliation. The format that envelops 
the Islamic movement’s political speeches and strategic 
slogans must be removed by contemplating them 
without ideological prejudice. Speeches and slogans 
should be viewed in their recruitment context, which is 
clearly important for instigating ardor and exciting the 
[popular] will, and for the impact this has on resistance 
members’ actions and on their zeal in confronting the 
enemy. 


Objectivity requires recognition of the Islamic move- 
ment’s recruitment speeches’ role in assuring the conti- 
nuity of resistance under difficult conditions and in a 
climate of defeatism and frustration, and in developing 
acts of resistance through the spirit of martyrdom, which 
was extremely effective in correcting the imbalance of 
power with the enemy and its supporting forces. 


That orientation towards martyrdom is the fruit of the 
Islamic movement’s recruitment program, which 
includes political speeches and strategic slogans and 
which has immobilized the enemy’s material superiority 
and frustrated its ability to impose its will and political 
objectives. 


{18 Apr p 14] 


[Text] It would not be objective to evaluate the Islamic 
movement's political performance on the basis of its 
mobilization speeches alone. The Islamic movement is 
no different from other ideological movements in that 
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respect. All ideological and political movements have 
their own recruitment speeches and political literature. 
However, that does not preclude a realistic, objective 
evaluation of their positions and political performance 
on the basis of their understanding of given realities, 
their diagnosis of the interests of their countries and 
peoples, and in light of their objectives and aspirations. 


The “liberation of Jerusalem” slogan is an immutable 
doctrinal commitment that is not in conflict with under- 
standing current circumstances and capabilities. Rather, 
the movement is driven, through such an understanding, 
to change the present, develop capabilities, surmount 
obstacles, and define the means appropriate for con- 
tinuing on the road towards objectives. This does not 
detract from the effort to liberate Lebanese soil or from 
scrutinizing all world developments and political and 
military situations in order to define the most productive 
and effectual means for accomplishing that goal. I do not 
believe that there is a single doctrinal or political move- 
ment with long-range goals that does not follow such a 
course. Our enemy is clearly a model in that respect, 
given the differences in motives and objectives, and in 
their virtue. 


The other dimension in the Lebanese crisis is the 
internal conflict over the political system and its position 
and role in regional and international equations. 


The clauses of the al-Ta’if Accord are considered the 
latest development in that area. What, then, is the 
Islamic movement’s position on that agreement and 
what is the basis for its opposition? 


The al-Ta’if settlement is not merely a cessation of the 
infighting, requiring the dissolution of militias and a 
return to the authority of the state. Rather, its clauses 
define the reform structure of the political system and 
conceptualize the future of the motherland and the fate 
of its sons, regardless of what obstacles there may be to 
the accord’s implementation. Such obstacles include the 
Zionist enemy’s refusal to withdraw, the lack of Amer- 
ican and international pressure to force it to do so, 
faltering domestic measures due to incomplete internal 
rapprochement, [reluctance] of the militias to surrender 
all weapons, delays in creating the International Support 
Fund, and the uncompleted implementation of some 
al-Ta’if Accord reforms. 


There are two bases for the Islamic movement’s position 
on this agreement, which has now become a [virtual] 
constitution: 


The first is the rejection of the form and manner that 
dictated the al-Ta’if Accord, being fully aware of the 
then-prevailing tragic circumstances and conditions in 
the country. This, however, does not negate the need for 
not ignoring the popular sentiment, because stability in 
any nation definitely depends on the majority’s percep- 
tion that it has a free will and that it has not been denied 
the right to select the system that would realize its hopes 
and aspirations. 
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The second basis for that position is rejection of the 
agreement's outcome of reviving the system of sectarian 
quotas. 


The new system did not eradicate the shortcomings of 
the old system, but added to them the multiplicity of 
leaders. Furthermore, it left certain sects feeling cheated 
because of the quotas they are assigned. To formulate the 
new Lebanese system on a sectarian basis is to maintain 
the factors that caused the wars and riots and rendered 
the fatherland prey to occupation forces. Current condi- 
tions in the country prove the pertinence of our criticism 
of the new system. 


But those two bases did not curtail a favorable reaction 
by the Islamic movement to measures for restoring order 
and ensuring stability and cooperation in order to termi- 
nate the effects of the civil war and focus efforts on 
resisting Occupation and its agents. 


Opposition to the al-Ta’if Accord and its domestic 
political system reforms does not mean insistence on the 
civil war option, for whose continuation the Islamic 
movement was never responsible, since its political and 
resistance setup was organized only after the Zionist 
invasion of Lebanon in June 1982. Rather, it is the 
exercise of a political right by a group that considers the 
reforms it espouses to fall short of the advanced format 
that would correspond to the will and wishes of the 
people. That this does not mean a return to the civil war 
option, as indicated by the movement’s favorable reac- 
tion to all measures for restoring law and order and 
stability. 


The absence of a specific timetable for abolishing polit- 
ical sectarianism is giving rise to fear that, in the absence 
of other peaceful and constitutional options, the new 
structure may become a final ceiling for the political 
system, which would call for its modification, and that 
the proposed format may inflame sectarian and factional 
prejudices and conflicts, resulting in more wars and riots 
that would accompany changes in the positions of 
regional and international powers around Lebanon. 


Article 95 of the former constitution is still etched in the 
memory of all who were singed by the flames of civil war 
and who suffered sectarian injustices and inequities. 
Speeding up the development of the new format by 
taking measures to abolish political sectarianism may be 
an appropriate way to remove all the distortions and 
loopholes of the al-Ta’if Accord. Ending political sectar- 
ianism would allow all forces, regardless of ideological 
orientation, to give expression to their platforms and 
compete on the basis of programs in the interest of the 
fatherland and its sons. 


The system has the political means available to any 
group to express its platforms to a degree commensurate 
with the popular support it garners, therefore negating 
the justification for resorting to force or for seeking the 
support of external powers. Furthermore, the solidarity 
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of the people and the strength of the system and its 
institutions would be sufficient to rebuff all violators and 


transgressors. 


This may bring up the question of the proposed “Islamic 
republic in Lebanon” which stirs up sectarian prejudices 
and frictions and is contrary io the above-mentioned 
philosophy. There is a great difference between adopting 
Islam as a way of life and an ideological orientation, and 
between sectarian affiliation. 


Islam is faith, civilization, values, and a way of life. 
Sectarianism is prejudice, instinct, closed-mindedness, 
and egocentricity. Belonging to a certain religion is not 
synonymous with sectarian prejudice. Confusing the two 
concepts would be ignoring objective truth. Therefore, 
belonging to Islam does mean enmity to Christianity. 
Rather, Christianity, Islam, and other divine religions 
are ali rooted in the same belief in a creator, in the 
hereafter, and in the moral dimension of existence, even 
though they may differ on conceptual details. 


Islam, when proposed as a way of life, has the general 
concept of faith in common with Christianity and does 
not differ from it on structuring life on the basis of its 
pillars of faith. Christianity, according to popular belief 
and according to the understanding of its sons, is not 
concerned with the material aspects of life, but only with 
the spiritual. It is therefore possible for a discussion of 
Islam, as it relates to the material aspects of life, to meet 
all systems, philosophies, and concepts dealing with that 
issue, but should not be considered as confrontational to 
Christianity in that respect. Here, Islam, in its material 
dimension, becomes a plan for organizing all aspects of 
human life. 


Consequently, Islamic concepts do not necessarily lead 
to provoking sectarian prejudices, not unless some 
people want to impound the freedom of thought, resort 
to misinformation, veer away from objectivity and truth, 
and slide into the pitfalls of ideological prejudice simply 
because they are not convinced of Islam. 


That takes care of the philosophical aspect of the issue of 
belonging to Islam, which is part of the issue of freedom 
of belief and religion. As for the political aspect, the 
Jslamic movement in Lebanon has no platform calling 
for the creation of the Islamic republic, not because it 
does not believe in it, but because conditions may not be 
ripe for reaching that goal and accomplishing its desired 
purposes at the present time. 


The application of Islam to life is the objective of every 
Muslim believer in God, His Messenger, and the mes- 
sage. Full and successful application cannot be accom- 
plished in the absence of the authority needed for the 
application and to ensure soundness and conformity to 
Islamic law [shari’ah]. 


But that is a strategic objective that transcends the 
geographical boundaries drawn by certain political enti- 
ties. It would be thwarted in Lebanon by numerous 
obstacles, both domestic and external. 
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To look at the strategic objectives of any ideological, 
political, or intellectual change-advocating movement 
without considering the platforms, plans, and proposals 
emanating from its conditions, circumstances, and capa- 
bilities, would be to return to discredited ideologies far 
from reality and objectivity. 


As the proponents of any concept have a right to take 
measures to convince and influence a people, a nation, 
or a segment of society into adopting that concept and 
implement it; then the Islamic movement has the right to 
resort to means of persuasion, debate, and influence to 
convince society of its concepts, beliefs, and objectives, 
and to implement its philosophy and teachings. That is 
the essence of freedom of thought and expression. 


Consequently, to consider the “Islamic republic” a polit- 
ical system currently being proposed by the Islamic 
movement in Lebanon would be contrary to the truth 
and an ideological misconception that has no basis in the 
position, platform, and statements of that movement. 


A calm reading of the literature and stated positions of 
that movement would simply reveal that it has put forth 
general principles for a system that it considers an 
alternative to former and current sectarian systems. The 
most important of these principles are: 


¢ Trust the will of the people to select an appropriate 
alternate system; 

¢ Reject the system of sectarian quotas and privileges; 

¢ Guarantee freedom of thought and expression. 


Any system rooted in the will of the people, which has no 
basis in sectarianism, and which guarantees freedom of 
expression and belief, would be attractive to the Islamic 
movement, even though it has adopted Islam as a system 
and as an ideology, and even though it constantly strives 
to remove obstacles to Islam’s peaceful application to the 
lives of people through discussion and debate, without 
coercion or the use of force. 


The suitable vehicle to flesh out these principles with 
specific details and work plans would not be to fix the 
ceiling of sectarian settlement, but to expedite measures 
to abolish the sectarian foundation of the political 
system. The first such step would be to establish repre- 
sentative institutions that reflect the will of the people 
through free choice, without dictates and appointments. 


Agreement on these bases for reforming the system, 
joining the resistance plan, and severing all relations 
with the occupier, would be the appropriate way to end 
the internal crisis, to liberate Lebanon, and to restore its 
sovereignty. 


There are still important issues with which representa- 
tive institutions must deal objectively and responsibly in 
the interest of Lebanon and its people, and for the sake 
of its unity. Those issues include implementation of the 
provisions of the Treaty of Brotherhood, Cooperation, 
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and Coordination with Syria, which would protect Leb- 
anese security, bolster its steadfastness against the occu- 
pier’s designs and ambitions, and ward off dangers that 
occur when certain forces bet on international and 
national developments in which they might see an 
Opportunity to sabotage the vilort to end the war and 
return to the practice of dealings with the occupier. 
Those issues also include laying the foundation for 
integrating Lebanon with its Arab and Islamic environ- 
ment, thus rebuilding its economic infrastructure and 
rehabilitating the devastation of the civil war, especially 
since the country is experiencing mounting economic 
pressure that would force Lebanon into negotiations and 
alliances undermining its interests, stability, and sover- 


eignty. 


The Islamic movement, whether it remains outside the 
system or participates in it, is concerned with, and acts 
in, the public good through detailed plans [that could be 
implemented] from within the system or from where the 
opposition stands. Any other conclusion would not 
reflect objective reality and would have to emanate from 
hostility to the Islamic movement’s position on ideolog- 
ical and intellectual prejudice—hostility rooted in 
flawed assumptions that frustrate a realistic and objec- 
tive evaluation of the Islamic movement in Lebanon's 
direction. 


Current Conditions Signal ‘Hunger Revolution’ 


92A4E0342A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
18 Apr 92 p 2 


[Interview with Tammam Sallam, president of al- 
Maagasid Islamic Charitable Association by Walid Shu- 
qayr and Ziyad Fayid, place and date not given: “Spoils 
System Running Rampant; Saying ‘If You Have No 
Shame, You Can Do Whatever You Want’ Applies; 
Tammam Sallam to AL-HAYAH: ‘Three [Government] 
Heads Responsible for Confusion, Chaos, Collapse””’] 


[Text] Tammam Sallam, president of al-Magqasid Islamic 
Charitable Association [MICA], has warned of the pos- 
sib lity of a hunger revolution if public affairs continue 
to be addressed haphazardly. In an interview with AL- 
HAYAH, he expressed the view that the spoils system is 
running rampant, and that the popular saying “If you 
have no shame, you can do whatever you want” seems to 
apply. 


Sallam held the president of the Republic, the speaker of 
the Chamber of Deputies, and the prime minister “pri- 
marily responsible for the confusion, chaos, and collapse 
in which we find ourselves, because they are discussing 
and dividing up the dividends and benefits to come from 
the support fund and assistance before they even exist, 
while failing to adopt the internal measures needed to 
give the fund credibility.” 


Sallam feels it is necessary to bring about basic change at 
the governing level “in order for us to have new hope 
again for a stable socio-economic future.”” He demanded 
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the government of “30” be exchanged for one that “is 
compact, harmonious, assumes responsibility, and has 
credibility.” 


Sallam supported holding elections for the Chamber of 
Deputies “at any time, because they provide an oppor- 
tunity for citizens, especially society's underclass, to 
voice their views on public issues.”” He feels that Syria 
has influence over Lebanon whether Syrian soldiers are 
on its territory or not, and that most Lebanese and the 
poor are committed, above all, to their consciences. He 
stressed that the evacuees issue should not stand in the 
way of their exercising their right in the election. 


Regarding Minister Walid Junblatt’s demand that 
Mount Lebanon Province be split into two electoral 
districts, Sallam rejects granting any segment of the 
Lebanese a special status at Lebanon's expense, nor does 
he accept ignoring relaity and dissolving this sector or 
any faction into other sects. 


Sallam feels that Syrian army withdrawal from Lebanon 
is linked to completing the various elements of imposing 
legitimate authority over all territories and locations, 
and he hopes that declining economic and social condi- 
tions will not affect the security situation, for this would 
set us on a backward course, with matters once again 
deteriorating. 


The text of the interview follows: 


[AL-HAYAH] In the face of labor strikes and social 
movements, do you believe we are on the threshold of a 
hunger revolution, as some have said, or can the present 
crisis be averted? 


[Sallam] Both situations are possible, in the sense that, if 
the government becomes decisive, things could be 
resolved. But if their haphazard manner of addressing 
public affairs continues, we could have a hunger revolu- 
tion. The very fact that the question arises in this manner 
is a clear indication of disorder. The effects of such 
disorder are magnified, because we are in the stage of 
rebuilding and unifying the country. We are at the stage 
of the al-Ta’if Accord, the stage of building the future. 
Were these ordinary days, were the country [truly] a 
country, and were the pillars in place everywhere, per- 
haps an offhand approach to our public affairs might be 
tolerated; or let me say it more frankly—we might have 
been able to put up with their lack of knowledge, 
awareness, and information about how to manage public 
affairs. However, as we and all of Lebanon strive to build 
a nation, we find that we are not doing so. If that was all 
that was happening, perhaps it would be acceptable, but 
instead we find that the spoils system is running ram- 
pant, with all of the benefits, gains, and corruption that 
this entails. Morality is deteriorating at all levels, from 
top to bottom. The popular saying that “If you have no 
shame, do whatever you want” applies. 


[AL-HAYAH] Your assessment concludes that the gov- 
ernment’s treatment of the economic situation does not 
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appear to have been effective. In response, the govern- 
ment speaks of a plot having a political objective that is 
exploiting the economic decline, while the opposition 
says that the government itself is the reason for the 
decline. 


[Sallam]In this regard, I say that following the al-Ta’if 
[Accord] a new situation arose that supersedes the gov- 
ernment, as such, in favor of a structure composed of the 
three leaders who must, first of all, agree among them- 
selves for this to be reflected in the Chamber of Depu- 
ties, the government, state institutions, and every last 
citizen and employee in this country. The al-Ta’if 
Accord was a phased, not a final, [agreement]. It 
demands late hours, attention, and to be given every 
positive chance, if it is to be made a success, beginning 
with a common understanding among the three leaders. 
How can this happen with the daily amount of feuding 
and strife among them? Were they feuding and struggling 
about major national issues, perhaps it would be for the 
better, but what is it all about? I’m sorry to say, [it is] 
about their personal and private interests, not about 
what they owe us in terms of rebuilding and remaking 
the country. The three leaders, in my view, have to 
assume the primary responsibility for the confusion, 
chaos, and collapse in which we find ourselves, and I say 
this very frankly. My advice to them always has been, 
and still is, that they rise to the level of responsibility by 
sitting together and intensifying their work sessions in 
order to develop a plan with deadlines and priorities for 
Lebanon’s needs. What we witness today is an occasional 
meeting from time to time, which only results in dis- 
agreement and conflict. I am sorry to say that they act as 
if we were dividing up a cheese. Everything in Lebanon 
is just fine, so the cheese can be divided. Thus, the 
credibility this country needs is absent because of its 
officials. The security situation is said to have been 
stabilized as a result of regional and international fac- 
tors. This is true to a large extent, but there is no doubt 
that officials acted decisively in this area and made use 
of this time. It is very clear that the economic situation 
and related management arrangements must also be 
given regional and international status. Officials have 
begun to discuss and split up the benefits and advantages 
the country will receive from the support fund or other 
assistance, even before these have arrived. Moreover, 
they have not taken the necessary internal measures in 
exchange, the least of these being the appointment of 
Grade-| employees 10 months ago, to offer credibility to 
an Arab support fund or any other. The situation has 
reached a point where we are beginning to hear ambas- 
sadors saying that their countries will not be able to 
provide material assistance because they do not trust 
officials. In this regard, matters have regressed a great 
deal. They have reached the point where ministers and 
officials themselves exchange accusations. Matters that 
began inside the country have started to go outside 
Lebanon. This does not help at all; it only makes matters 
worse. It will cause us even more economic and social 
obligations and have many negative effects. Yesterday | 
met with a senior finance official whose competence and 
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ability | trust. He related to me how a financial balance 
had been struck in order to maintain a particular finan- 
cial course, and how the behavior of officials in return— 
especially haphazard treatment of the high cost of living 
and a budget that was not thought through—destroyed 
the careful calculations and caused the great damage we 
have. He assured me that in spite of this, if we were able 
to create a political situation that included credible 
officials, then financial conditions could be well- 
organized once again, because Lebanon is a country with 
great natural and human resources whose productivity 
can support many people, provided they are placed in 
the correct mold and given regulations, laws, and credi- 
bility. There are major questions about this subject. Why 
is Lebanese capital not returning to Lebanon? How can 
you expect capital to return to Lebanon, or anywhere 
else, when it is a coward by nature that needs minimum 
conditions and boundaries of credibility? After every- 
thing that has happened in months past, could you 
convince a Lebanese citizen to return to invest or buy 
Lebanese lira? Tremendous efforts have to be made. In 
my view, there has to be a basic change at the governing 
level if we are to have renewed hope for a stable 
economic and social future. 


Three-Way Mutual Understanding 


[AL-HAYAH] When you talk about the al-Ta’if [Accord] 
creating a system of government feuding in favor of the 
three leaders, do you mean that the government is not 
responsible for unfruitful and ineffective measures? 


[Sallam] Not at all. The government is still the govern- 
ment; it still has a very large responsibility. I am pre- 
senting the subject in terms of priorities. In my estima- 
tion, the three leaders are at the forefront, and they have 
to come to an understanding. To the extent that they 
have reached an understanding, this will be reflected in 
the government and elsewhere. The same is true if they 
disagree. I have some basic observations which I voiced 
a year and a half ago when this government was formed. 
I said that such a corpulent and bloated government of 
30 ministers would not be able to address our needs with 
decisiveness, seriousness, and a high level of work and 
production performance. | still insist this is so, because 
when there are 30 ministers, none has a feeling of 
responsibility. Each one lays it on the other. Further- 
more, when you enter the cabinet, it is like walking into 
the "Ukaz fish market. I also have some clear observa- 
tions concerning the composition of this government. 
For a year now, I have been calling for it to be changed 
and replaced by another that would be compact, with 18 
or 20 ministers, for example. Each minister having a 
portfolio would fulfill his function and be accountable 
for it. [The cabinet] would be harmonious, assume 
responsibility, and have credibility. Thus, I am one of 
those calling for and demanding the formation of a 
government of experts having specific capabilities; not 
political backgrounds, but conceptions of remedies that 
could salvage the serious conditions confronting us in 
this country. 
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[AL-HAYAH] As you spoke, you attributed the three- 
leader formation to the al-Ta’if Accord. One point of 
view is that the al-Ta’if Accord does not provide for 
anything called a “troika,” that the “troika” is an inven- 
tion, and that assigning importance to it is contrary to 
the accord, which assigns competence and decision- 
making to the cabinet as a whole. How do you respond to 
that? 


[Sallam] I do not see any contradiction between the two. 
I do not deny the importance and role of the cabinet. | 
stress both. I also emphasize the fact that the al-Ta’if 
Accord assigned very great and broad competencies to 
the cabinet, and considered it to be the executive 
authority. But this does not mean there does not have to 
be a common understanding among the country’s 
leaders. The country can not withstand disagreements 
among them. Of course, they may have taken their role 
as a “troika” a bit further than necessary, with the result 
that their actual roles have been diminished, but this is 
not what is needed. What is needed is for both contexts 
to be maintained: their being responsible leaders 
assuming the responsibility of their stations to be fully 
cooperative and understanding, at the same time that 
each has to be at his post carrying out his role as 
required. What you point out is correct. For example, the 
role of the Chamber of Deputies has clearly been absent. 
Speaker Husayn al-Husayni wanted to resolve every 
issue through his personal powers and restrict them to 
himself. I oppose this, of course. I even told Speaker 
al-Husayni that the role of the chamber has been absent. 
The response was that perhaps the chamber was at this 
Stage because had it been activated without cancellation 
of the general discussion session, it would have given the 
government [a vote of] confidence. My answer was: Let 
it do so, so that both are equally responsible. Why should 
it be so absent that it no longer expresses confidence in 
the government? Or, if it wants to withdraw its confi- 
dence, let it do that. Either we have a democratic system 
where democracy is fully practiced, or we have a system 
that is not democratic. 


[AL-HAYAH] Some weeks ago, when the subject of a 
government change came up during consultations, espe- 
cially with Damascus, it was decided to leave the gov- 
ernment as is for many reasons, including the difficulty 
of agreeing on an alternative. How do you view this? 


[Sallam] I agree that it wou!d not be best to have this 
government resign, unless prior agreement on the alter- 
native has already been reached. This is where the role of 
the three leaders comes in. If they were able to sit down 
together, deal honestly with one another, draw up a list 
of priorities for their work, and agree on an implemen- 
tation plan, then perhaps they would include the forma- 
tion of a government having credibility and the ability to 
deal with matters in a better manner. As soon as they 
agreed on the shape of this government, measures could 
be taken for the existing government to step down so that 
a government could be formed in a short period of time. 
If they were unable to reach agreement on the distribu- 
tion of Grade-1 posts in public administration, how do 
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you expect them to agree on the formation of a govern- 
ment? It is a sorry state of affairs. This is why there is so 
much talk of explosions and evil, because of the situation 
and general conditions. 


[AL-HAYAH] Some believe that your failure to partici- 
pate personally in the government reduces its balance 
and level of representation. Why is the Sallam family 
avoiding the current formation, particularly when Pres- 
ident Sa’ib Sallam participated in shaping the al-Ta’if 
Accord and in the presidential elections? 


[Sallam] No one contacted me, nor was the matter of my 
taking part in the government ever raised. What really 
happened was that some names were passed around as a 
result of media leaks about a ministerial change. My 
position on this subject was clear. I do not believe in this 
method, neither the method of raising names of certain 
ministers as irresponsible and having to be replaced, nor 
that of floating names of certain persons to replace them. 
I am one of those insisting on a basic government 
change, not a partial change. Partial action does not fix 
the problem. When there is a serious proposal for a basic 
change, then we can talk about it, but I still will not agree 
to take part in such measures as the partial change that 
has been raised. I would add that, although much light 
has been focused on posts, ministries, and so on, I, for 
my part, am satisfied and convinced that I am fully 
Carrying Out my national role in the post I hold. It allows 
me to serve my people and my compatriots in the area of 
broad public service, education, cultural, welfare, social 
work, health, and so on. I will continue this way as long 
as there are no opportunities elsewhere. When there is 
one in any other post, | will not delay. 


[AL-HAYAH] Does this mean there is no other specific 
political reason for staying away? 


[Sallam] None whatsoever. In my estimation, staying 
away from a particular position is not what determines a 
person’s participation, or the lack thereof, in the political 
or economic responsibilities of this country. We have 
taken our stands on all issues to participate positively in 
creating the elements needed to rescue Lebanon, remake 
it, and restore its unity. We will never delay in carrying 
out our political role, but this does not necessarily have 
to be in a [government] post or position. 


Al-Ta’if Accord 


{[AL-HAYAH] Do you believe, as some do, that the 
al-Ta’if Accord has faltered and failed, or is it proceeding 
as originally planned? 


[Sallam] Without question, the al-Ta’if Accord has 
encountered many mistakes, or, if the expression is 
correct, a haphazard approach to implementation. This 
inflicted a lot of damage. But I am not one of those 
standing just around the corner waiting for others to 
finish it off, thereby finishing off the entry to a future 
stage in Lebanon that we had so much hope for. 
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[AL-HAY AH] You are said to support the parliamentary 
elections being prepared by the government. Do you 
support holding them prior to Syrian withdrawal? 


[Sallam] I support holding parliamentary elections at any 
time, because I know they will provide an opportunity 
for citizens to voice their opinion on public affairs, 
especially those from the lower class who have been 
downtrodden and controlled by the warlords and mili- 
tias—which used methods we all know and lived 
through—and by the violence that worsened during that 
difficult time in Lebanon's history. The elections may 
only be 60 percent successful, not 100 percent, but | 
would accept that, because it is an opportunity for this 
nation’s people to express their views through 60 percent 
of the deputies in our Chamber of Deputies. In my 
Opinion, this would be a great thing. Why let oppertuni- 
ties pass? Let the elections take place. As for this mis- 
giving about the relationship between the elections and 
the Syrian presence that some have armed themselves 
with, I believe it will have an effect, but that is not 
everything. Syria’s impact on Lebanon does not depend 
on its unknown soldier on our territory. Historically, 
Syria has had a distinctive position and impact on 
Lebanon, whether the soldier was on Lebanese territory 
or outside the country. 


Christians, Elections 


[AL-HAY AH] Major groups among the Christians object 
to holding the elections. Do you believe they can take 
place if their opposition continues? 


[Sallam] A few days ago, I had a conversation with a 
Christian official who began explaining to me some of 
the stands taken by Christian leaders regarding the 
elections, their disapproval of holding them, and how the 
Christians will not participate. As we started to get into 
more detail, he suddenly was telling me that if the 
elections were held, everyone would vote for someone of 
the example and caliber of Albert Mukhaybir. | said, 
‘Great; then they will be voting.’ He immediately real- 
ized he had contradicted what he had just said. In my 
estimation, despite today’s rumors that the Christians do 
not agree to holding the elections, when they are actually 
held and the candidates are present, everyone will turn 
out. Of course, there is a lot of talk about the evacuees. 
This is a national issue that we must try seriously to 
resolve. However, it can not be solved overnight, and 
moreover, I find no practical reason that would prevent 
an evacuee from exercising his electoral right. He 
belongs to a particular district, al-Karantinah for 
example, so he could exercise his vote at a polling place 
that was set up for him, not necessarily in his own 
district, but elsewhere. Is this not done in elections 
throughout the world? Does a Frenchman in Lebanon 
not vote? The demographic or residence factor should 
not be an obstacle to elections, so I cannot find a strong 
linkage between them and the issue of the evacuees. 
There are also big questions that need to be raised that, 
in my view, are more important; for example, the issue 
of the election law itself. Have officials and those 
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involved really done serious research and a practical 
study of the law? Will there be 108 deputies, or 128, or 
130? There has been a lot of talk about this that needs to 
be resolved. The issue of Mount Lebanon Province is 
clearly distorted. I am not in favor of giving any segment 
of Lebanese—the Druze in particular—a special status at 
the expense of Lebanon. On the other hand, nor do | 
agree with ignoring reality and absorbing this segment or 
sect of Lebanese into the other sects. People must be 
represented. Are we gradually going to adopt, for 
example, the system of districts, rather than provinces of 
the past, or set up a special situation for Mount Lebanon, 
leaving the rest of the provinces as they are? I do not see 
any benefit in doing that. 


[AL-HAYAH] Can there be elections without an Amer- 
ican-Syrian understanding about them, particularly 
since such an understanding is linked to relations 
between the two countries at the regional level, with the 
faltering negotiations? 


[Sallam] I have been given to understand by certain 
American quarters that they view the elections as a 
Lebanese matter. Secondly, they may prefer that they 
take place after Syrian withdrawal, but this does not 
mean that they will stand in our way if elections are held 
prior to that, because they support them and know they 
are important. They will not block the road and make an 
issue of their timing, before or after. I believe they have 
an understanding with the Syrians on this; they certainly 
have to be discussing it. As of this moment, we have 
received no indication that they are going to clash over 
this subject. 


Underclass Alliance 


[AL-HAYAH] If the elections were held, who would your 
allies be in Beirut? 


[Sallam] The “underclass.” 


[AL-HAYAH] Would you cooperate with Prime Min- 
ister al-Huss if he entered the elections? 


[Sallam] Prime Minister al-Huss is one o/ the symbols of 
the “underclass.” 


{[AL-HAYAH] Will you form a slate? 


[Sallam] This will be governed by the nature and condi- 
tions [at the time]. I believe it is premature to begin 
tossing Out suppositions about this. Twenty years have 
passed without elections. The election mechanism is not 
in place as it should be, nor does the citizen have an 
election mentality. All of this takes preparation, which 
will require a lot of our attention and time. 


[AL-HAYAH] It is rumored that there is some type of 
alliance between you and Prime Minister al-Huss. 


[Sallam] The matter, as it stands today, is inside a 
province. It is no longer within electoral districts, as it 
was in the past. A province has its own considerations, 
balances, and measures that impose themselves. Hence, 
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it requires a great deal of care and precision to be carried 
out. Eighteen deputies (Beirut deputies) is not an easy 
number, coming from all sects and areas. However, I say 
once again with respect to Prime Minister al-Huss: Our 
banner in these elections is clear; it is the banner of the 
underclass, and the prime minister is a symbol of the 
underclass in this country. 


[AL-HAYAH] Who are your Christian allies? 


[Sallam] Again, the underclass. Those in whom we find 
credibility and virtue, and with whom the people and the 
underclass are comfortable. This is not an easy matter, 
because the Christian community is suffering. What 
happened in past years, especially the suicidal, disas- 
trous, or calamitous venture led by Brigadier Michel 
*Awn during the last two years before the al-Ta’if Accord, 
caused ruin and a vacuum in their community. As a 
result, it is hard to find community leaders and repre- 
sentatives under these sensitive conditions, especially in 
Beirut, where there is a great vacuum at the level of 
Christian figures who have support and credibility 
among the underclass. This matter will be difficult, but I 
am certain that there is no vacuum at the base, at the 
level of the community itself. It exists, and most of it has 
suffered like any other community in Lebanon from the 
shouts of war. It will not be hard for Christians to make 
their views known about who will represent them. We 
shall depend on this in order to clarify the picture 
further. 


[AL-HAYAH] There is a standing dispute in Lebanese 
circles over whether or not the Syrians must withdraw 
next September under the terms of the al-Ta’if Accord. 
Where do you stand on this issue? 


[Sallam] It is unfortunate that there is a dispute. The 
interest of Lebanon has to be at the forefront, and I hope 
this perspective will always be clear. We have been 
through harsh times. We behaved and dealt badly with 
what should have been our interests and the unity of our 
country. As the country deteriorated, someone had to 
replace us for a period of time, at least in terms of 
security, to hold the lapse and dereliction of security in 
check. Syria played a big role in this regard. To the same 
extent that we can bring our security back to health, and 
coraplete the tasks of imposing legitimate authority in 
every location across the land, we will also be able to 
eliminate the need for Syrian forces to fill any particular 
security vacuum. Given how matters are proceeding 
today, we can say that, security-wise, we are getting 
healthier and growing more capable. I hope that wors- 
ening social and economic conditions will not have an 
impact on the security situation, setting us on a reverse 
course as conditions again deteriorate. If the socio- 
economic situation can be treated at the root level, | 
believe that Syria itself could come in September or 
earlier and say that ‘Since you are healthy again, and 
quite capable of controlling things, there is no further use 
in a Syrian army presence.’ 
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Real Estate Company 


[AL-HAYAH] Those opposed to establishing the real 
estate company say that MICA supports it because it 
wants to restore the status of its property in the commer- 
cial center, and that this stand ignores the rights of 
individuals. There is a contradiction between institu- 
tional status and individual rights. How do you view this 
subject? 


[Sallam] First, let it be clear that MICA’s rights are, 
above all, individual rights. MICA is not the property of 
some agency or group; it is the property of the citizen and 
the people. Protecting MICA’s rights is no less important 
than protecting those of any individual. For us, it may be 
even dearer than our personal rights. Who among the 
people of Beirut is without rights in the commercial 
center? Every Beiruti has some little corner or piece of 
land here or there. But I tell you in all objectivity, 
MICA’s rights in the commercial center are more pre- 
cious and dear to me than anything else, and to any 
citizen in Beirut, in my view, because this institution 
combines his reality and this community. It is his 
property and his tool for obtaining many of his require- 
ments and needs. I find no room for drawing a distinc- 
tion between MICA and any other citizen. Were MICA a 
large corporation with private objectives, personal ends, 
benefits, and profits, then perhaps the comparison would 
be justified, and perhaps its status would be closer to that 
of an individual citizen with private aims and objectives. 
The nature of MICA, however, is fundamentally dif- 
ferent. MICA’s status, therefore, lets us view matters in 
terms of basics and recovery, in the full meaning of the 
word. It allows us not to have to subjugate our stands to 
personal or individual matters, to the same extent they 
are subject to public considerations and measurements. 
This is why I have said on various occasions that the 
holder of rights in the commercial center is not the 
individual owner, renter, or agency, but the citizen at 
large, because the commercial center belongs to all 
Lebanese; to public interests, not private. It publicly 
benefits all citizens. In this context, MICA must be given 
a distinctive position, because it really is the institution 
that coheres as well as represents the hopes and aspira- 
tions of all citizens. The right of the citizen is supreme in 
this regard. From this perspective, I say that the options 
before us are neither many nor great. The center is 
destroyed and becoming more so. To the desolate con- 
dition of its stone, we can add that of its people. How can 
this situation be dealt with? Can we wait for the state to 
do what it should? There are so many higher priorities 
the state has not yet addressed. We had to agree to adopt 
some way or means of salvaging these rights. So it was 
that the great man Rafig al-Hariri came [onto the scene], 
endowed by the Lord not just with financial ability, but 
with the quality of philanthropy. He gave to Lebanon 
limitlessly, never once asking for anything in return. He 
came in the very mindset and spirit of philanthropy. As 
a man engaged in construction, he found that there was 
an opportunity to rebuild the commercial center. He 
proposed the concept of establishing this company, and 
no one proposed anything else in return. We found this 
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proposal was a chance to salvage the deteriorating situ- 
ation in the commercial center and to benefit all of 
Beirut, and thereby all of Lebanon. If the experiment 
succeeds, it will be implemented in other areas also 
requiring similar projects. 


MAURITANIA 


Fundam atalists Said Focusing on Minority 
Groups 

92AF0691A Paris PARIS MATCH in French 

17 Apr 92 p § 


[Article by Jacques de Barrin: “Fundamentalists in a 
Missionary Land”) 


[Text] Colonel Maaouya Ould Taya’s investiture as chief 
of state on Saturday, 18 April, was to mark Mauritania’s 
transition to a democratic regime after 13 years under 
military rule. This Second Republic is nonetheless 
labeled “Islamic,” as was the previous one, but the 
fundamentalists intend to give real substance to the 
term. 


Nouakchott—It is indeed an unusual “Islamic republic” 
that allows women to go around with their faces uncov- 
ered and smokers to enjoy their cigarettes during the 
Ramadan fast while the faithful serenely practice their 
religion. Still very attached » a traditional way of life, 
Mauritania is not as bluntly exposed to the assaults of 
modern ways as are its Maghrebian neighbors. “Our 
country does not provide a fertile ground for the devel- 
opment of fundamentalism,” observe many natives. 


And yet, the decision to apply the Shari'ah (Islamic law) 
goes back to the month of July 1980 under the presi- 
dency of Lieutenant Colonel Ould Haidallah, who not 
only undertook to please his Saudi financial backers, but 
to reassure ultraconservative circles displeased by the 
abolition of slavery as well. From the civilian regime of 
Moktar Ould Daddah, who guided the country’s destiny 
after independence, the military wished to retain only 
the heritage of “Islam under socialism.” 


In the bush and on Radio Mauritania, religious leaders 
elevated their tone a notch while the president consulted 
his marabout, Ely Cheikh,' in search of a yes or a no. At 
the same time, all in the name of Allah, a dozen bad 
Muslims had amputations or were executed. The rigors 
of the servants of God would weaken very quickly. No 
sooner had he been installed in office when Colonel Oud 
Taya, now president of the Second Republic, suspended 
the most unseemly provisions of the Shari'ah. 


Nevertheless, the Islamists have never relented in their 
efforts. In the old days, they relied on traditional admin- 
istrative districts and revolved in the corndors of power 
while spouting a very conservative rhetoric. The ties that 
Mauritania maintained with Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
Emirates aided their designs. The ban on the sale and 
consumption of alcohol throughout the territory is a 
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remnant of the period, although fishermen and niiners in 
Nouahdibou sometimes circumvent the “dry regime.” 


The war in the Gulf and the subsequent democratic 
opening gave the Islamists new vigor. Turning to a 
violent, populist rhetoric (their leader, Imam Sidi 
Yahya, has already been challenged twice), the funda- 
mentalists next adopted a strategy of opposition to the 
government. For the needs of their cause, they have 
become the defenders of fringe elements and the 
oppressed, preaching the effective abolition of slavery, 
reconciliation between Arabs and Black Africans, and 
even the emancipation of women. 


Very Docile 


When political groups were authorized to organize in 
July, Islamists filed an application for approval of their 
own, the Ummah, which was immediately rejected by 
the authorities. In an open letter in September, 440 
persons active in the fundamentalist movement asked 
the chief of state for application of the Shari’ah in all 
domains. During the recent presidential campaign, 
Ahmed Ould Daddah, the opposition’s unsuccessful can- 
didate, promised to go back on the government's refusal 
to recognize the Party of God. 


In the absence of anything better, the fundamentalists 
found a place within the Union of Democratic Forces 
(UFD), the main opposition party, to the great satisfac- 
tion of their traveling companions, who generally viewed 
these “fringe elements” as “little to worry about, politi- 
cally speaking, and very docile.” On the other hand, 
those in power agree that it is important to define a 
strategy for facing up to the Islamist danger and that in 
any case, “the social situation must not be allowed to 
deteriorate.” 


Already in Nouakchott’s shantytowns where many have 
chosen to take up residence, Islamists are at work, 
Organizing faithful here and there. In these 
poor districts, Imam Sidi Yahya has even turned little 
mosques over to pariahs, Haratines, the descendants of 
black slaves. The fundamentalists, whose hard wing is 
made up of young people and teachers and who read two 
dailies put out in Arabic: REFORM and TRUTH, are 
busy mobilizing the people. 

Foreign “brothers” (Algerians, Pakistanis, Sudanese, 
Tunisians, plus others) are lending a hand to help them 
carry out their missionary work. Some are students, 
others free lancers at the university or private institu- 
tions. Their precise number is not known, but they 
number at least several dozen. “And more are coming,” 
say local observers. In order to make sure that Mauri- 
tania honors its title as an “Islamic republic.” 


1. See “Tribes, Ethnic Groups, and Power in Maurita- 
nia,” by Philippe Marchesin, Editions Karthala, 437 
pages, 160 francs. 
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MOROCCO 


Media Comment on UN Sanctions Against Libya 


LD0204 190892 Rabat MAP in English 
1325 GMT 2 Apr 92 


[Text] Rabat, Apr. 2 (MAP)}—The adoption by the 
United Nations Organization of a “dangerous resolu- 
tion” imposing sanctions against Libya “opens the way 
for an escalation process” under which the U.S. and their 
allies are seeking to humiliate the Libyan leadership and 
make it collapse, writes this Thursday’s ANOUAL daily. 


After Iraq, Libya is another link in the U.S. chain seeking 
to subdue Arab and Islamic regimes which have main- 
tained some kind of national autonomy in decision 
making, went on the mouthpiece of the Organization for 
Democratic and Popular Action (OADP leftist opposi- 
tion). ANOUAL speculates that Syria, Iran and other 
countries will face the same fate until there remains 
nobody in the Islamic and Arab world to contest the U.S. 
colonial-like authority over all the region. 


“It is in this respect that anti-Libyan sanctions should be 
taken seriously and condemned” noted the daily, 
warning that the U.S. Pentagon and intelligence services 
have already prepared a scenario for the collapse of the 
Libyan regime“. 

Tackling Morocco’s abstention during the vote, “AL 
BAYANE” daily which hails the kingdom's stance 
explains that from a political and diplomatic view, 
voting against the resolution will not have left room for 
Morocco to carry on its positive role as the only Arab 
country at the council. 


The daily of the Party for Progress and Socialism [PPS] 
(leftist opposition) recalls that it is thanks to non-aligned 
members of the Security Council (Morocco and China) 
that Libya was given a 15-day deadline before the 
enforcement of the sanctions. This means, said AL 
BAYANE, that Libya is not yet lost and that Morocco, 
which is also a member of the Arab League seven- 
member committee can carry on its mediation efforts to 
reach a honorable solution to the crisis. 


This is, explains the daily, what justifies the abstention 
as Morocco needs to hold contacts both with Libya and 
the three western countries. For the PPS daily, this 
stance will thus enable Morocco to endeavor, by April 
15, to make Tripoli adopt a more constuctive stance in 
the Lockerbie affair and persuade the three countries not 
to implement the unfair sanctions against Libya. 


en 


LD1604221192 Rabat MAP in English 
1253 GMT 16 Apr 92 


[Text] Rabat, Apr. 16 (MAP)}—The Moroccan opposi- 
tion party “The Organisation of Democratic and Pop- 
ular Action” (OADP) invites Morocco not to abide by 
UN-decreed air and military embargo against Libya. 
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The opposition party which considers the UN sanctions 
as an additional move in the aggression process against 
Palestine and Iraq, explains Morocco and the Jama- 
hiryah are bound by the conventions setting up the Arab 
Maghreb Union as well as by the Arab League Charter. 


For another opposition party, the Socialist Union of 
Popular Forces (USFP-Leftist Opposition), the UN air 
and military embargo against Libya is “a credibility test 
to the Arab Maghreb Union and a threat to the security 
and peace of the peoples in the region”. 


A statement of the USFP political bureau run this 
Thursday by the party’s daily “AL ITTIHAD AL ICH- 
TIRAKI” renews the Moroccan people's solidarity with 
the brotherly Libyan people in the hardship through 
which the West is trying to impose its utter dominion 
over all the Arab nation to serve its economic and 
strategic interests. 


The USFP voiced concern over the failure of all the Arab 
League seven-member committee initiatives and invites 
all peace and justice loving forces to endeavor so that the 
prevailing tension does not go worse. 


King’s Meeting With Opposition Parties Analyzed 
92AF0619A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
16 Mar 92 p 14 


[Article by Talhah Jibril; first paragraph is AL-SHARQ 
AL-AWSAT introduction] 


[Text] Rabat—In this analysis, Talhah Jibril writes 
about waht took place during King Hassan II's meeting 
with party leaders, and lies out the three topics put forth 
in the meeting: the Western Sahara problem, constitu- 
tional amendment, and the socio-economic situation. 
[end introduction] 


The subject of King Hassan II's meeting with Moroccan 
political party leaders last week has dominated the 
political scene in Morocco. 


The question that comes to the fore Is: What did the 
Moroccan monarch tell the political party leaders, and 
what did the party leaders tell the Moroccan monarch? 


The official statement issued following the meeting was 
brief. It said that King Hassan II had headed a working 
meeting with the political party leaders and it listed the 
names of those who participated (all pro-government 
and opposition party leaders represented in parliament). 
On the government side, the meeting was attended by 
Foreign Minister Abdellatif Filali and Minister of State 
Moulay Ahmad Alaoui. The party papers reported the 
meeting briefly, quoting MAP [Moroccan] news agency, 
except for the newspaper ANWAL, organ of the opposi- 
tion Organization for Democratic and Popular Action 
Party [OADP], which briefly reviewed some of the 
subjects discussed at the meeting. 
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According to information that AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
obtained from party sources in Rabat, the meeting dealt 
with three issues: 


The question of the Western Sahara (which explains 
Filali’s participation in the meeting), the anticipated 
constitutional amendments, and the economic and social 
conditions in the country. 


According to these sources, the Moroccan monarch 
discussed the question of the strikes called for by the 
Democratic Confederation of Labor [CDT], (pro- 
Socialist Union of Popular Forces [USFP]), and the 
General Union of Moroccan Workers [UGTM], (pro- 
Istiqial Party). The strike affected several utilities, and 
lasted no more than one day in each sector. 


The sources said the Moroccan monarch explained why 
the unions’ demands cannot be met under the present 
circumstances, due to the country’s economic and finan- 
cial situation, yet he stressed the possibility of con- 
ducting dialogue with the unions on their demands. 


Well-informed sources said that the general expectation 
is that some of the opposition parties will participate in 
the government that will be formed after the coming 
elections. Should this happen, then these parties will be 
required to initiate talks with their supporting unions 
regarding the unions’ demands. 


With regard to the anticipated constitutional amend- 
ments, it is recalled that, in his speech on the 3lst 
anniversary of his enthronement, the Moroccan mon- 
arch spoke about his intention to hold a referendum to 
amend the constitution. He pointed out that these 
amendments aim at “striking a balance between the 
legislative and executive authorities.” In this regard, it is 
reiterated here that the anticipated amendments provide 
that the prime minister should be the leader of the 
parliamentary majority, and submit his program to the 
parliament, but this program would not be put to a vote. 


It should be pointed out that the present constitution 
provides that the king appoints the prime minister and 
ministers, and relieves them of their positions. 


Also, the opposition parties demand broader authorities 
for the parliament, under which the head of the govern- 
ment is to be elected and his prograrn is to be voted on. 
But it is believed, following the Moroccan monarch’s 
meeting with the party leaders, that the general trend is 
to grant the parliament gradual, but not absolute, 
powers. 


Party sources say that the Moroccan monarch will hold 
further meetings with the parties in order to discuss the 
proposed constitutional amendments. Although about 
10 days have passed since King Hassan II met with the 
party leaders, the opposition parties, which held meet- 
ings on the leadership level to discuss the outcome of the 
meeting with the king, have not yet defined their stand or 
announced their future steps on the constitutional 
amendments. 
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With regard to the coming elections, which the 
Moroccan monarch said will be held in the coming fall, 
it is certain that they will be held after the constitution is 
amended and after the problem of the Western Sahara is 
settled. 


It has been proposed that party leaders should partici- 
pate in the government that will supervise the elections 
as ministers without portfolio. This formula was adopted 
before the last elections in 1984, when the government 
headed by Mohamed Karim Emrani included Ahmad 
Osman, Maati Bouabid, Abderrahim Bouabid, 
Mohamed Boucetta, Mahjoubi Aherdane, and Arslan 
[Judeidi] as ministers of state. 


Recently the opposition parties called for holding an 
extraordinary parliamentary session to discuss election 
law amendments, but apparently the general inclination 
is to discuss these amendments at the ordinary parlia- 
mentary session due to begin on 10 April. 


According to sources, both the government and the 
opposition will submit amendments to the elections 
laws. 


With regard to the Western Sahara conflict, party 
sources said the Moroccan monarch again informed the 
party leaders that Morocco welcomes conducting a ref- 
erendum in the Western Sahara, and that he accepts any 
solution that would confirm the Moroccan character of 
the Western Sahara, provided that this is internationally 
accepted and blessed, in case the referendum cannot be 
held. 


Sources close to the Algerian situation say there is a 
strong trend in the ruling circles in Algeria, even inside 
the army, to find a quick settlement for the Western 
Sahara problem. The sources say that there are two 
trends in the Algerian military establishment, which is 
still the basic, and perhaps only, power influencing the 
Algerian position. 


The first trend, which supports Mohamed Boudiaf on 
this matter, believes in the need to hasten solving the 
problem and consecrating Moroccan sovereignty over 
the Western Sahara. But this trend has no specific plan 
yet on how to solve the problem, particularly with regard 
to the future of the Polisario [Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Saguia el Hamra and Rio de Oro]. 


The second trend can be described as hardliner. It does 
not object to solving the problem in the Western Sahara 
in favor of Morocco, but this trend is looking for 
something in return from Morocco. 


Meanwhile, reliable reports say that a number of retired 
ambassadors and officers submitted a petition to 
Boudiaf demanding that the Saharan problem should not 
be resolved at the expense of the earlier heritage—the 
heritage that has fashioned Algeria’s stand on defending 
this case in regional and international forums and on 
devoting its resources for many years for what it calls the 
cause of “the Saharan people.” 
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It is recalled that President Boudiaf announced, during 
an interview with Moroccan journalist Bahi Mohamed 
and published in AL-ITTIHAD AL-ISHTIRAKI and 
AL-SHA'B newspapers, that he wants a quick settlement 
for the Western Sahara problem, and that a solution 
must be found for the problem of “the refugees and the 
armed men.” Observers pored over Boudiaf's use of this 
term, since he did not use the term “Polisario and the 
Saharan people,” which is the customary usage in the 
It is interesting that several Algerian papers directly and 
indirectly attacked Boudiaf’s statements, saying that 
Algeria’s attitude toward the Western Sahara has not 
changed. 


Most critical among these papers was AL-WATAN, 
which is close to military security circles. This gives the 
impression that the military establishment still main- 
tains its stand on the Western Sahara. 

But reliable sources told AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT that 
criticism of Boudiaf did not reflect the real position 
within the military establishment, but rather, was merely 
press speculations. 


So it is clear that the “final solution” that the Moroccan 
monarch discussed with the party leaders is based on real 
grounds that are perhaps now taking shape. 


In summary, the Moroccans will go to the polls three 
times between the summer and the fall. Therefore, it can 
be said that Morocco’s summer and fall will be the most 
exciting. 


Loan From Kuwait for Highway Project 


LD1004230292 Rabat Moroccan Kingdom Radio 
Network in Arabic 1300 GMT 10 Apr p2 


[Excerpt] A loan agreement was signed in Rabat today 
between the national highway company of Morocco and 
the Kuwaiti fund for Arab economic development. In 
accordance with this agreement the fund will make a 
loan of 15 million Kuwaiti dinars 30 as to participate in 
financing the Rabat-Larache highway project. For the 
same purpose, a guarantee agreement was signed 
between Morocco and the Kuwaiti fund. [passage 
omitted] 


Arab Fund Loans Money for Highway 
Construction 


LD1604215592 Rabat MAP in English 
1216 GMT 16 Apr 92 


[Text] Tunis, Apr. 16 (MAP)}—The Arab Fund for Eco- 
nomic and Social Development (AFESD) will extend 
Morocco a 540 million dirhams (MDH) loan destined to 
co-finance the construction of a high vay between Rabat 
and Larache (Northern Morocco). 


The loan accord concluded on the fringes of the annual 
meetings of Arab financial institutions held here was 
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initialed by the fund director General el-Hamad and 
Moroccan Finance Minister Mohamed Berrada. 


The loan will be reimbursed over 23 years with a five 
year grace period and at an interst rate not exceeding 4.5 
pe [percent]. 


Besides the AFESD, other financial institutions are 
contributing to the highway project, namely the Kuwaiti 
Fund for Arab Development with “0 MDH, and Italian 
assistance bodies with 660 MDH. 


The Rabat-Larache highway to cost 2,300 MDH will 
positively impact on the overture of Moroccan economy 
onto the external world and particularly on trade and 
tourism relations with Europe. This highway section is 
part of an ambitious program to build a 1,000 km long 
highway throughout the country. 


Relations With European Community Analyzed 


92AF0619B London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
23 Mar 92 p 5 


[Article by Muhammad al-Ashhab] 


[Text] Rabat—Relations between the Arab Maghreb 
countries and the EC has turned into something of a 
“numbers game,” that on every occasion assumes a 
volume appropriate to political demands. Before the 
[Arab] Maghreb Union [UMA] was declared in 1989, 
those relations were the subject of economic and polit- 
ical dialogue between the EC and each of the Maghreb 
countries separately. Following the establishment of the 
union, which the North African countries want to be a 
bloc to defend the interests of the five countries 
(Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, and Mauritania) and 
to match the unity of the European countries, the dia- 
logue has assumed strategic and economic dimensions 
between the two groups: Europe and the UMA. But that 
dialogue soon faltered as a result of regional and inter- 
national events, foremost of which was the impact of the 
Gulf crisis and the collapse of the Eastern Bloc, which 
has turned the European countries’ attention east and 
north, not south, as in the past. 


Therefore, the numbers game has broken new ground 
and a new formula has now been suggested, instead of 
the previous one-on-one dialogue between the two 
groups. The new formula is a four-plus-five dialogue. 
This means that the Maghreb countries and their coun- 
terparts in the southern Mediterranean—France, Spain, 
Italy, and Portugal. While preparations were underway 
to develop that dialogue, through several meetings of the 
foreign ministers of the countries concerned and experts 
in the various fields, Malta emerged as a country inter- 
ested in the dialogue. So the figure became five-plus-five, 
but no sufficient progress was achieved, even on holding 
the summit meeting scheduled to be held in Tunisia 
early this year. 


It is observed that the numbers are now visibly dimin- 
ishing. Instead of the five-plus-five dialogue, which 
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reduced the influence of the 12 EC members, the latter 
countries have called for a new type of dialogue that can 
be called three-plus-12, that is,the EC plus Morocco, 
Tunisia, and Algeria. Brussels is scheduled to play host 
on 6 April to the 15 foreign ministers of these countries. 
This means that Mauritania and Libya have been 
excluded from the meeting. Although it may be under- 
sta'idable that Libya has been excluded (because of its 
continuing dispute with France, Britain, and the United 
States), and why Mauritania, which is linked to the west 
African countries by the Lome Agreement, was also 
excluded; what's interesting is that the numbers game 
has once again intervened. In the recent history of the 
north African countries there was something that may 
justify this trend. The major political parties that called 
for the first Maghreb meeting included political figures 
from Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia only. The meeting 
was held in Tangier in 1958. At that time, Algeria was 
not independent and Tangier was called a free zone. But 
why do the European countries want the dialogue with 
the Maghreb to be restricted to three countries? 


Certainly Morocco is proceeding with the plan to turn 
Tangier into an offshore [banking] zone; Libya is vacil- 
lating between belonging to the Maghreb and greater 
openness toward Egypt to the east and Sudan to the west; 
and Mauritania is deeply rooted in Africa. But all this 
does not explain the European countries’ desire to 
reduce the number of Maghreb countries with whom 
they are interested in having a dialogue. There could be 
political objectives and economic interests. Do the Euro- 
pean countries want to kill the union between the five 
countries? It must be pointed out here that northwest 
Africa is still facing the problem of the Western Sahara, 
and some of the European countries had earlier recog- 
nized the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic [SDAR], 
which means that the Maghreb area has also become 
involved in the numbers game. The Organization of 
African Unity [OAU] became six countries following the 
OAU’s recognition of SDAR in 1984. But Morocco’s 
withdrawal from the organization has subtracted one 
from the OAU, although this number continues to 
belong to the OAU, ethnically and geographically. Will 
the numbers game remain a political riddie in the 
Maghreb countries, particularly concerning their rela- 
tions with the EC which has also been affected by 
numbers game. The idea of five-plus-four appeared 
before the collapse of the Eastern Camp, but its imple- 
mentation faltered even more after the Gulf war. This 
has prompted the Mediterranean European countries to 
again bring up the ideam after it became certain that 
Germany got the lion’s share from the collapse of the 
Eastern Bloc. This means that the European stand is no 
longer fashioned by the 12 countries’ common policics, 
with each of them looking separately for an area to 
exercise new political and economic influence. Thus, 
Italy, France, and Spain have been competing over the 
northern Mediterranean, while Germany has been 
drawn into Central and Eastern Europe. This situation 
has created a European competition influenced by the 
language of numbers. For example, when countries like 
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Belgium, the Netherlands, and Denmark found them- 
selves with no spheres of influence, they brought up the 
idea of a three-plus-12 dialogue, instead of the formulas 
that were proposed earlier. But these figures appear 
likely to change, since Britain is not enthusiastic about 
this idea right now, and therefore, the formula could go 
back to three-plus-11. Also, the Maghreb countries do 
not wish for two member states to be excluded from 
drawing their future policy with Europe. Therefore, they 
prefer the five-plus-12 dialogue. 


In fact, relations between Europe and the Arab Maghreb 
countries are almost like the situation that existed at the 
end of the 19th century, when European competition 
over North Africa was at its highest. In 1904, relations 
between France, Spain, and Britain witnessed competi- 
tion for control of the area. This gave Britain the 
opportunity to impose protection on Egypt in return for 
imposing French and Spanish influence on the Maghreb. 
The 1906 Cape Verde Islands Conference recognized the 
European countries’ privileges in the Maghreb, foremost 
among which were Sweden, Britain, and Spain. As a 
result, the city of Tangier was internationalized. But 
relations between Germany and France deteriorated 
after that, and Germany bombarded Agadir in southern 
Morocco after France entered Oujda and Casablanca as 
part of a plan that led to imposing protection on the 
country. 


Just as history contains figures and facts on incidents 
and events, similarly European relationships interact 
with one another in terms of dealing with the Arab 
Maghreb, which seems to be “exclusive” for European 
influence. On the other hand, Britain, for example, is 
more oriented toward the Gulf region. Arrangements of 
Maghreb-European relations are still subject to the cal- 
culations of the new world order, which might allow 
Europe, that has historical ties with the Maghreb area, to 
maintain some kind of influence in the area. But the 
Moroccan officials, who are closely following these 
developments, insist on the need for those relations to 
assume the character of political and economic partner- 
ship. Moroccan Foreign Minister Abdellatif Filali, 
known for his tough stand on such relations, was quoted 
as saying that “relations between the Maghreb and the 
EC are primarily political relations, and the commercial, 
financial, and cultural aspects are the result of our 
political relations.” 


Most likely, the Maghreb countries want to appear to be 
in solidarity with one another. The least this solidarity 
demands is that not a single figure should be left out of 
the formula, even if interests or pressures in this direc- 
tion are being brought to bear. Whatever the future of 
the Maghreb-European dialogue may be, and regardless 
of whether the formula is one-pius-one, four-plus-five, 
five-plus-five, or three-plus-12, the figures do influence 
political developments. However, they do not cancel 
historical and geographical facts. 
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More Open Trade With EEC Urged by Minister 


LD1304150292 Rabat MAP in English 
1227 GMT 13 Ay 92 


[Text] Rabat, Apr. 13 (MAP)—Liberalization of trade 
between Morocco and the EEC is the best assistance 
Europe can extend the Kingdom, said Moroccan Min- 
ister in Charge of Economic Affairs and Privatization 
Moulay Zine Zahidi. 


The Moroccan official told the European [words indis- 
tinct] Mediterranean Conference held recently in Athens 
that Morocco wishes to have free trade exchanges with 
the EEC, stressing the need to promote a flow of 
exchanges between the two sides and to find European 
outlets to Moroccan products. This is far more better 
that assistance, he said adding that EEC participation in 
development efforts is likely to stop the migration flow 
towards the north. 


In a related statement to the Tangiers based “Radio 
Medi-1”, Zahidi said the EEC executives are aware of 
the need to promote cooperation both with the countries 
of the southern bank of the Mediterranean and with East 
European countries. 


He added that Mediterranean countries are called to 
cooperate in other realms such as security and environ- 
ment protection and to promote a stable Mediterranean 
community. 


Minister Reports on Relations With EEC 


LD1904 124392 Rabat MAP in English 
1310 GMT 17 Apr 92 


[Text] Rabat, Apr. 17 (MAP)}—Moroccan Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation Abdellatif 
Filali made here Thursday at a cabinet meeting a report 
on Morocco-EEC relations. Filali underlined the positive 
results yielded by the firm stand adopted by Morocco 
vis-a-vis the EEC after the European Parliament rejected 
the Morocco-EEC financial accords. He also briefed the 
cabinet council on the outcome of his recent visit to 
Brussels and the talks he had with chairman of the 
European Commission Jacques Delors. He described the 
talks as “‘very positive,” saying they would open a new 
page in Morocco’s relations with the EEC. 


The council, chaired by Premier Azeddine Laraki, also 
examined a number of draft texts and international 
conventions and carried on scrutiny in the draft bill 
related to voting lists and re- organization of local 
communities. 


Portugal Signs Agreement on Crime, Terrorism 
LD0105083992 Rabat MAP in English 
1321 GMT 30 Apr 92 


[Text] Rabat, Apr. 30 (MAP)}—Morocco and Portugal 
Tuesday concluded protocol of agreements on struggle 
against terrorism and organized criminality, and civil 
protection 
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The two agreements were signed in Lisbon by visiting 
Moroccan Minister of the Interior and Information 
Driss Basri, and Manuel Dias Loureiro, Portuguese 
minister of internal administration. 


The cooperation accord on struggle against terrorism 
and organized criminality expands the scope of the 1988 
bilateral agreement, with regard particularly to fight 
against drug trafficking. 


The (word indistinct] also provides for the creation of an 
internal security joint commission entrusted with 
enforcing the measures stipulated in the accord. 


The second agreement on civil protection provides for a 
close cooperation in the realm, along with exchange of 
information and expertise and provision of reciprocal 
aid in case of disasters. 


At a press conference following the signing ceremony, 
Driss Basri and Manuel Dias Loureiro said the agree- 
ments will further enhance bilateral cooperation and 
serve the interests of the entire region. 


Spanish Businessmen Encouraged To Invest 


LD1904124692 Rabat MAP in English 
1307 GMT 17 Apr 92 


[Text] Barcelona, Apr. 17 (MAP)}—A counter will be 
shortly set up in Morocco to assist Spanish promoters 
wishing to invest in the country, Moroccan minister in 
charge of foreign investments Mohamed Alaoui 
M’Daghri announced here Thursday. 


The official, who is participating in the Maghreb-Europe 
enterprise cruise organized Apr. 13-22 on board the 
“Marrakesh” ferry told MAP the counter will be run by 
Spanish staff who will help the would-be Spanish inves- 
tors get in touch with Moroccan businessmen and have 
access to the needed data and documents. The counter, 
he said, would promote direct partnership relations and 
joint ventures. 


M’Daghri, who said he is satisfied at the contacts held 
between the Maghreban promoters participating in the 
cruise and over 200 Spanish contractors and busi- 
nessmen, pointed out Moroccan-Spanish cooperation 
traditionally based on fisheries and agribusiness is now 
prospecting other fields such as import-export activities, 
processing industry and generic research. 


Government Council Examines New Legislation 


LD1004 184392 Rabat MAP in English 
1233 GMT 10 Apr 92 


[Text] Rabat, April 10 (MAP)—New legislation setting 
up a national council for atomic energy and organizing 
the bar profession was examined in Rabat Thursday by 
the Government Council. 


The projected atomic energy council will come up with 
guidelines and objectives for national policy in using 
atomic energy for peaceful ends such as economic, 
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scientific anc ‘technological development. It will also 
coordinate nuclear research by several departments and 
work out priorities for international cooperation in the 
field. 


The bar draft bill considered revised requirements and 
regulations defining the scope of action by lawyers to 
update existing legislation and adapt it to legal reform 
started in 1974. 


The Government Council also covered a cooperation 
accord with Italy in matters of hydraulics, drinking 
water, roads and training. The minister for administra- 
tive affairs reported to the council on recruitment of 
school graduates in various departments. 


USFP Session on Upcoming Elections, Projected 
Reforms 


LD1304 164392 Rabat MAP in English 
1304 GMT 13 Apr 92 


[Text] Rabat, April 13 (MAP)}—The upcoming legisla- 
tive elections in Morocco and the projected political and 
constitutional reforms were at the center of a comple- 
mentary session Saturday of the Central Committee of 
the Socialist Union of Popular Forces (USFP- 


Opposition). 


According to USFP daily “AL ITTIHAD AL ICHTI- 
RAKI”, trade unions action, and the trial of Noubair 
Amaoui, member of the USFP Political Bureau and 
secretary general of the Moroccan Democratic Labor 
Confederation were also brought up at the USFP 
meeting held in Rabat. 


The majority party “National Rally of Independents” 
also held a meeting chaired by its president and Speaker 
of the Parliament Ahmed Osman. The importance of the 
current socio-economic changes in Morocco and the 
kingdom’s international role as member of the UN 
Security Council were emphasized by Ahmed Osman. 


Osman who urged for the need to consolidate the edifi- 
cation of the Arab Maghreb Union to face challenges 
voiced concern over the developments in the dispute 
between Libya and three western countries. 


ras Publishes Memo Opposing Electoral 


LD2704133492 Rabat MAP in English 
1220 GMT 27 Apr 92 


[Text] Rabat, April 27 (MAP)}—The four Moroccan 
Opposition parties presented King Hassan II a memo- 
randum accounting for their stand towards the govern- 
ment draft bill on compiling and revising voting lists, the 
organization of elections and the setting up of a neutral 
national body to supervise the electoral process and 
make it “sound and loyal”. 


In the memo carried by the opposition dailies, the 
Istiqlal, the Socialist Union of Popular Forces, the Party 
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for Progress and Socialism and the Organization for 
Popular and Democratic Action say it is the govern- 
ment’s duty to restore a political climate of serenity, 
trust and hope. To reach the goal, they say, takes 
political, legal and practical guarantees which are the 
only way to make the royal will come true within a 
general framework set up through genuine dialogue 
leading to national consensus on requirements for a new 
era. 


The major requirement, opposition parties claim, is the 
setting up of a neutral and honest body with powers 
necessary for the success of its mission. 


The opposition deems that by submitting to the parlia- 
ment, in a one-sided move, legal texts pertaining to 
elections, the government acted taking no account of the 
“other viewpoint” which is contrary to the fundamental 
nature of the issue. It indeed, involves the future of the 
country and requires a national consensus as to condi- 
tions and grounds, they argue. 


Women’s Rights Council Established 


LD2104165692 Rabat MAP in English 
1255 GMT 21 Apr 92 


[Text] Rabat, April 21 (MAP)}—A national coordination 
council to monitor the Mudawana (Personal Statute) 
reform and the defense of women’s rights was set up at 
the close of the colloquy in Rabat April 17-19 on the 
““Mudawana: From legislation to practice”. 


Participants planned for coordination between the 
council and involved sides and set up committees for 
organization, research, drafting of reports, and commu- 
nications. 


The three-day colloquy also dealt with provisions in the 
Mudawana and tested them against daily practice in the 
Moroccan society. This showed legislation needed 
updating to provide for an ever- increasing active role of 
women in economic life. Articles covering divorce, tute- 
lage and marital duties for the spouse ought to be 
amended, conferees said. 


Role of PMI in Economy Assessed 


92AF0678A Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE 
in French 3 Apr 91 p 10 


[Unattributed article: “PMI (Small and Medium-Size 
Industries) 1991 Investments: 55 Percent of Projects; 58 
Percent of Jobs Created”; first paragraph is LA VIE 
ECONOMIQUE introduction] 


[Text] Small and medium-size companies and industries 
[PME/PMI]] increasingly tend to play an essential part in 
the country’s economy. They are the ones that create the 
most jobs! 


Of the 3,268 industrial investment applications filed in 
1991, 1,797 were initiated by the PMI (804 creations and 
993 extensions), i.e., 55 percent of the total. 
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These projects will lead to the creation of 46,974 jobs, 
i.e., 58 percent of all jobs; they will require an invest- 
ment of about 2.03 billion dirhams, i.e., 18 percent of the 
total investment. For the PMI, the average investment 
per project amounts to 1.1 million dirhams, and the 
average cost per job is 43,000 dirhams. 


Thus, the PMI will create 46,974 jobs for a total invest- 
ment of 2.03 billion dirhams, whereas major industrial 
companies will create only 34,718 for 9.049 billion 
dirhams; this means that, for the same amount invested, 
the PMI create five times as many jobs as major indus- 
trial companies. The “investment and job” variables 
decreased by 2 and 11! percent, respectively, whereas the 
number of applications increased by 7 percent compared 
with last year. 


The textile and leather industries come first, with 936 
million dirhams of investments (46 percent of the PMI 
total), 29,183 jobs (62 percent of the PMI jobs), and 730 
applications (41 percent of the PMI projects). 


The chemical and related industries rank second, with 
393 million dirhams in investments (19 percent of the 
PMI total), 6,278 jobs (13 percent of the PMI jobs), and 
353 applications (20 percent of the PMI projects). 


The sector of industrial-type activities ranks third, with 
240 million dirhams in investments (12 percent of the 
PMI total), 3,692 jobs (8 percent of the PMI jobs), and 
232 applications (13 percent of the PMI projects). 


NEAR EAST 25 


Next come the mechanical and metallurgical industries, 
with 185 million dirhams in investment (9 percent of the 
PMI total; 6 percent of the PMI jobs) and 166 applica- 
tions (9 percent of the PMI projects), followed by the 
agrifood industries with 183 million dirhams in invest- 
ment (9 percent of the PMI total), 3,342 jobs (7 percent 
of the PMI jobs), and 184 applications (10 percent of the 
PMI projects). 


Last come the electric and electronic industries, and 
industry-related services, with 3 and 2 percent of the 
investment, respectively. 


As for the geographic breakdown, Casablanca ranks first 
with 995 million dirhams in investment (49 percent of 
the PMI total), 22,802 jobs (48 percent of the PMI jobs), 
and 875 applications (49 percent of the PMI projects). 


It is followed by Rabat with 195 million dirhams in 
investment (10 percent of the PMI total), 4,284 jobs (9 
percent of the PMI jobs), and 180 applications (10 
percent of the PMI projects); Tangiers with 141 million 
dirhams in investment (7 percent of the PMI total), 
5,590 jobs (12 percent of the PMI jobs), and 162 appli- 
cations (9 percent of the PMI projects); and Fes with 104 
million dirhams in investment (5 percent of the PMI 
total), 2,429 jobs (5 percent of the PMI jobs), and 78 
applications (4 percent of the PMI projects). The other 
provinces of the kingdom shared 595 million dirhams in 
investment (29 percent of the PMI total), 11,869 jobs (25 
percent of the PMI jobs), and 502 applications (28 
percent of the PMI projects). These investments will be 
financed 48 percent by equity capital, 43 percent by bank 
credits, and 3 percent by supplier credits. 








1990 and 1991 PMI Investments 



































Sectors Applications Jobs Investments (million dirhams) 
1990 1991 1990 1991 1990 1991 
Agrifood 174 184 3,589 3,342 182 183 
Textiles and leather 731 730 34,667 29,183 1,027 937 
Chemicals 329 353 6,656 6,278 405 393 
Metallurgy 147 166 2,909 2,998 176 185 
Electrical 35 34 1,036 909 69 55 
Miscellaneous 159 232 3,123 3,692 177 240 
Industrial services 99 98 622 $72 29 37 
Total 1,674 1,797 52,602 46,974 2,064 2,030 
Change +7 percent -11 percent -2 percent 























PPS Supports Labor Leader; Calls for Dialogue 


LD0904 161392 Rabat MAP in English 
1237 GMT 9 Apr 92 


[Text] Rabat, April 9 (MAP)}—The Party for Progress 
and Socialism (PPS/Opposition) requests the immediate 
opening of a large-scale dialogue with the national forces 
on the projected amendments of the Moroccan constitu- 
tion and the upcoming general elections. 


“The crucial phase of our history requires that all pro- 
tagonists of the national political scene shoulder their 


responsibility”, the PPS points out in a statement by its 
political bureau that convened April 6 in Casablanca. 


The statement also calls for “national cohesion in the 
interest of the country and of democratic changes”. 


The PPS also disapproves the legal proceedings agains’ 
secretary general of the “Confederation Democratique 
du Travail” and member of the political bureau of the 
“Socialist Union of Popular Forces” Noubir Amaoui 
and calls for the cancellation of the prosecution to serve 
the supreme interests of the people and the homeland. 








26 NEAR EAST 


Results of Standard of Living Study Reviewed 
92AF0649D Rabat AL-'ALAM in Arabic 19 Mar 92 p § 


[Article by Mohamed Najib Koumina: “Preliminary 
Results of National Study on Moroccans’ Standard of 
Living: Disparity Between Official Figures, Reality”) 


[Text] At a press conference he held last week, the 
minister delegate for planning at the Prime Minister's 
Office presented the initial results of a national study 
conducted on the standard of living in 1990-1991. 
According to the minister delegate’s presentation, the 
results from the study confirm that the various indica- 
tors of the population’s standard of living are 
improving in a harmonious and continual manner, 
excluding the unemployment phenomenon; that the 
poverty circle is shrinking; and that social differences 
are shrinking with it. These results can be summed up 
in the following points: 


A decrease in the number and percentage of poor citi- 
zens, with the number dropping from 6.6 million poor to 
3.9 million, i.e., by 41 percent between 1985 and 1990- 
1991. The percentage of [poor in] the total population 
dropped in the same period from 30 percent to 15.4 
percent. The minister noted that measurement was 
according to the World Bank standards. 


Compared to 1985, differences among the social classes 
in expenditures and standard of living, and in taking 
advantage of the social services provided by the public 
authorities, have narrowed. Thus, the difference between 
the 10 richest families and the 10 poorest families 
dropped from 16.1 times to 13.9 times, meaning that the 
difference has narrowed by 14 percent. 


Family expenses increased, recording an annual 
growth rate of 11 percent at the current prices and 5.1 
percent at fixed prices. Thus, the Moroccan family’s 
standard of living rose by 4.6 times the standard 
recorded in the 1970-1985 period. Even though food 
and housing expenses continued to lead, amounting to 
45.5 percent and 15.4 percent, respectively, in 1990- 
1991, the improved standard of living has caused a 
shift in expenses toward prevention, healthcare, edu- 
cation, and recreation. 


Inappropriate urban housing has decreased, with fami- 
lies lodged in this type of housing dropping from 26.4 
percent in 1981 to 14 percent in 1991. A total of 48.4 
percent of the urban population owned their housing, 
compared to 37.5 percent in 1971. The number of houses 
built of [mud] blocks in the countryside has decreased 
and that of houses built with reinforced concrete has 
increased, amounting to 26 percent, compared to 14 
percent in 1980. Electricity has become available to 88.7 
percent of urban families, compared to 76.4 percent in 
1984-1985. In the countryside, this percentage has risen 
from 6.1 percent in 1984-1985 to 11.9 percent. This 
aspect reflects the increase in household appliances and 
the development in housing conditions. 


JPRS-NEA-92-060 
7 May 1992 


Illiteracy among population aged 10 years and over 
dropped from 65 percent in 1982 to 55 percent. The 
number of children aged 7-13 years enrolled in school 
has increased, amounting to 82.4 percent for boys and 
78.7 percent for girls in urban areas and to 53.6 percent 
for boys and 28.3 percent for girls in the countryside. 


Regarding health care, 53.4 percent of people who 
develop ailments or are wounded (15.2 percent of the 
population monthly) seek medical advice. Private med- 
ical advice is sought by 62.7 percent and public advice by 
37.3 percent only. Among the rural population, 59.8 
percent seek private medical care and 40.2 percent seek 
public medical care, compared to 64.2 percent and 35.8 
percent for the urban population. A total of 86 percent 
seek the advice of physicians, who top the list. The 
number of children ages 1-5 years vaccinated against 
measles amount to 86 percent of this age group. 


Unemployment seems to be the negative point in this 
rosy portrait. Nationally, the unemployment rate is 
estimated at 12.1 percent. It is 20.6 percent in the urban 
environment and just 5.6 percent in the countryside. 


Aside of some basic details provided here and there, 
these are, briefly, the results which the national study 
on the population standard of living in 1990-1991 
makes and which were presented by the minister 
delegate in his press conference. These results may 
surprise some people if they approach them as facts 
reflecting a reality. But the results raise more than one 
question among the majority of people, because this 
majority does not see them as a reflection of the reality 
under which it lives. Most often, the facts do not tally 
with the figures we have just cited. Therefore, we will 
try in this article to raise some questions and dilemmas 
emanating from the study's figures and facts and the 
reality under which we live. 


How Representative Is Sample? 


The study, whose conclusions we have just presented, is 
not a national study in the real sense of the word, i.e., in 
the sense of the population and housing census, for 
which preparations are underway. It is a national study 
in the sense that it was conducted at the national level 
from October 1990 to November 1991, using a sample of 
3,400 families. 


Working with a sample always raises the perceptual and 
practical question of “How representative is the 
sample”. The question is raised constantly here in 
Morocco, in the backward countries, and even in the 
advanced countries. This is because people have realized 
the many faulty conclusions made, whether intentionally 
or unintentionally, by identical or similar studies when 
they deal with reality. Selecting the sample is a prob!em 
in itself, regardless of how careful the selection, because 
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the selector and the party that downloads and deals with 
the data are noi free of their prejudices, or the prejudices 
of the institution in which they work and for which they 
conduct the study, regardless of whether there are or are 
not [specific] instructions regarding the study. 


These issues continue to be a subject of debate in 
scientific and university circles. 


If this is the case in advanced and organized societies 
that are experienced in this type of studies, then it is very 
certain the issue is more complicated in the Moroccan 
society, which suffers from backward structures and 
from historical backwardness; and which is dominated 
by customs, traditions, and mentalities that are as far as 
can be from the clarity that is required for this type of 
study. Moreover, Morocco’s political society, which has 
been tied historically to the government, exerts such 
strong pressures on civilian society that it nullifies the 
latter’s independence. Furthermore, political society dic- 
tates to the civilian society a unilateral rhetoric which 
says “everything public is good.” This rhetoric is con- 
stantly reiterated by the media and is emphasized by the 
government institutions and instruments that permeate 
the civilian society. This is in addition to the fact that 
this rhetoric responds to ready-made molds which exist 
among some factions that have succumbed to some sort 
of fatalism from ancient times. Moreover, field studies 
are not such a current tradition in our society as to allow 
society to incorporate them as part of its customs 
without confusing a researcher representing a statistics 
department or a university with a policeman, an army 
officer, a village chief, a “commissioned agent,” or any 
other government official. 


These are just methodical observations on how represen- 
tative the selected sample is, what instruments were used 
in the study, and what dilemmas emanate from these two 
aspects. These are observations and dilemmas that Sta- 
tistics Department researchers must have faced and 
examined. Citing them is intended to draw attention to 
the need to deal with the study’s conclusions with 
relative caution and far from any absolutism or sancti- 
fication, keeping in mind the relative certainty of sci- 
ence, and of the science of statistics in particular. 
Dealing with the outcome without caution could lead to 
greater ambiguities and could cause one’s viewpoint of 
the real situation to be “clouded,” or even faulty. Statis- 
tics or statistical facts cannot replace reality. They 
merely quantify reality and present it in absolute terms. 
Therefore, this process signifies a chift from the real to 
the theoretical and from complexity to simplicity. It also 
signifies omissions and premeditated intentions. 


Behind the Figures 


Beyond the observations on methodology and the per- 
ceptual dilemmas that are raised by a field study, any 
field study, the preliminary conclusions of the study 
presented by the minister delegate evoke the following 
observations: 
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Practically, the results revealed for the first time by the 
minister of planning during the Loans and Financial 
Market Committee's 60th session nullify the outcome of 
the study conducted in 1985. It has been said of that study 
that “it was carried out under inopportune circum- 
stances—the drought and the start of the initial years of the 
economic rrectification program, which had an i.apact on 
the outcome of that study.” However, that outcome has 
been often used as a comparative reference by the new 
study. Moreover, the justification cited for nullifying the 
outcome of the 1984-1985 [study] is not taken into account 
in the new study, whose results are influenced by record 
crop yields and by other circumstantial facts, such as 
decreasing inflation rates for several years before this 
inflation resumed climbing at its customary infernal pace. 
These facts also include the continued rectification pro- 
grams, which were based on reduced public and private 
consumption, and so forth. We make this passing observa- 
tion because “one thing leads to another,” and so that a 
double standard will not be used for a purpose that has no 
connection with the study, but which could be classified as 


a political purpose. 


The outcome of the new study has coincided with the 
escalating debate on poverty—absolute poverty—in our 
country, and on the social consequences of the years of 
rectification and restructuring policies. This is especially 
true in wake of publication of the facts about Morocco in 
the World Bank report issued last year on world poverty, 
and the facts contained in a report by the same institu- 
tion on “Development Tendencies in the Developing 
Countries,” issued last December. This report notes that 
one out of three Moroccan citizens lives under the 
absolute poverty line. This means that 8 million citizens 
live in this condition, if the population is no more than 
24 million, or 10 million poor citizens if the population 
is 30 million. The same report notes that national wealth 
and incomes are distributed poorly, that social differ- 
ences are glaring, that there is a concentration of land 
ownership, that public social spending and public invest- 
ment spending have declined to the degree that they have 
harmed the infrastructure essential for economic 
activity, that illiteracy is widespread, and so forth. The 
report views all this as an obstacle to development. 


This coincidence makes us ask these real questions: 
Where is the truth? Is it in the facts contained in the 
World Bank report or in the facts offered by the min- 
ister? We find it unlikely that the international institu- 
tion’s report was prepared by an individual who had 
been angered by his mistreatment on an airliner and who 
had threatened to avenge himself with facts and figures, 
as was stated by a pro-government paper in the course of 
an angry response to the World Bank report on Morocco. 


On the other hand, if the study adopted the World Bank 
criteria to define poverty, then why did the results 
presented by the minister not encompass the concept of 
absolute poverty, keeping in mind that this concept, 
which is based on the World Bank reports, has aroused 
wide-spread debate in the national arena since the start 
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of the past decade. It is known that this concept does not 
please the officials (as confirmed by a response given last 
year by the Ministry Delegate for Planning to AL- 
‘ALAM, saying that the number of the poor and absolute 
poor is 6.6 million). The new study makes its compari- 
sons on the basis of this figure. What a surprise! 


Moreover, the talk about the number of the poor being 
halved between 1985 and 1991, about the diminishing 
social differences in the same period, about the devel- 
oping standard of living and spending, and so forth—this 
talk is countered by the fact that the rectification and 
restructuring years have been characterized, according to 
official admissions, by shrinking public and private 
domestic consumption, by reducing spending on the 
social sectors or slowing the growth rate of this spend- 
ing—as they say—by a drop in the public spending for 
investment and equipment, by a drop in the number of 
employment opportunities, and so forth. All this has 
been dictated by the strategy seeking fiscal balances 
which, it is said, will reach the end of the road this year. 
This is in addition to the inflation rate and to continued 
weak domestic and foreign private investment. 


This means that incomes of the majority of the people 
have not improved, as the minister has said, but rather, 
have been eroded by inflation, by devaluation of the 
national currency; by freeing up prices; by reducing the 
subsidy for basic consumer goods; by higher electricity 
and water bills; by levying commercial-level fees for 
some public services; by deteriorating public services; 
and by the effort to abolish public educational, health, 
and other services in the interest of the [private] market. 
This is on top of the housing problem, which has become 
a g:.0ul robbing the majority of the people of their sleep. 
New buyers or tenants have to allocate one-third to 
one-half of their monthly income for housing supplied at 
cruel terms by speculators and middlemen, with the 
evident collusion of the public authorities, because the 
real estate lobby is active at the decision-making level 
and because it has its representatives who take part in 
the decision-making. Improvement may have been reg- 
istered among some groups who have benefitted from all 
the resources put at their disposal, such as exemptions, 
tax reductions, transfers of state land and local govern- 
ment lands, liberalized prices, and direct and indirect 
subsidy, as in the case of exporters and agricultural 
feudalism. Improvement may have also been registered 
in the urban real estate speculation and tourism sectors 
and among some civil servants, beginning with minis- 
ters, members of parliament, general secretaries of min- 
istries, and high-ranking officials. These people's salaries 
and allowances have seen extraordinary raises in recent 
years that cannot be compared with raises given to civil 
servants and workers, and which were eroded quickly by 
inflation and by government policies that worsened that 
inflation with various measures concerning prices, 


spending, and so forth. 


If the incomes of the former are combined with the 
incomes of the latter within the framework of a pre-set 
statistical machine, then the averages may produce some 
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extremely strange figures. The difference between a 
cabinet minister's salary, which amounts to 7 million 
centimes [as published], not counting allowances and 
varied other incomes, and the salary of a minor official 
who earns a little more or less than the minimum wage is 
reduced mathematically. The difference in consumption 
and in living conditions is also reduced [mathemati- 
cally]. But the real difference is dozens of times greater at 
the various levels. Here, one raises anew the question of 
the representativeness of the sample and the question of 
the statistical methodology. 


Beyond this example and others, questions persist about 
the compatibility of the well-known results of the recti- 
fication policies—results acknowledged by some offi- 
cials—and the [allegation of] improvement in the popu- 
lation’s standard of living and of narrowed social 
differences. These are real quesiions, unless officials 
wish to cast them away to reflect their government 
experience—which is nearing its end—in a positive light, 
regardless of reality, and to add gloss to the rectification 
and restructuring policy that has continued to be accused 
of creating absolute poverty on a large scale. 


In this case, reality cannot be denied. Attempting to deny 
it will lead to grave consequences now and in the future, 
because this attempt could conceal the need for essential 
and urgent social reforms demanded by a protest move- 
ment that is growing within society to fight poverty, and 
absolute poverty, which is producing worsening social 
tragedies, such as homelessness, begging, divorce, 
increased crime, mental illnesses, and so forth. No 
official living in the ghettos of absolute wealth and 
luxury can see these tragedies. These are general and 
preliminary observations, and we will later discuss in 
detail the various results that the minister delegate 
presented on the Moroccan people’s standard of living. 


Offshore Banking Plans, Potential Discussed 


92AF0707A Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE 
in French 10 Apr 92 pp 3-4 


[Interview with M’hamed Sagou, president of the Com- 
mittee on Industrial and Financial Free Zones, by 
Mouna Siham; place and date not given: “First Offshore 
Banks in Tangier This Year’’; first paragraph is LA VIE 
ECONOMIQUE introduction] 


[Text] In connection with the official publication of the 
royal decree on offshore banking and following the 
meeting by the Committee on Industrial and Financial 
Free Zones that was held on 31 March, the president of 
that committee, M’hamed Sagou (who is also a professor 
at the Casablanca Law School and directeur de cabinet in 
the Ministry of Finance), granted us an exclusive inter- 
view on the progress and future of the planned offshore 
banking center in Tangier. He feels that it has the 
potential for encouraging offshore banks and holding 
companies to invest their capital in the Moroccan 
economy, with the result that it has strategic significance. 
In Sagou’s opinion, Morocco’s ambition to become “a 
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dragon at Europe's gates” requires the establishment of 
an offshore banking center of international dimensions. 


[Siham] Following the recent publication in the BUL- 
LETIN OFFICIEL of the royal decree promulgating the 
law on offshore banking, a meeting was held by the 
Committee on Industral and Financial Free Zones, 
which you head. Did that meeting result in anything new 
as far as making the planned offshore banking center in 
Tangier a reality is concerned? 


[Sagou] It was the Committee on Industrial and Finan- 
cial Free Zones that wrote the law on offshore banking. 
So the committee needed to meet to review the situation 
following publication in the BULLETIN OFFICIEL of 
the royal decree promulgating that law. That meeting 
therefore marked the beginning of the phase for imple- 
menting the law on offshore banking. We discussed 
matters relative to telecommunications and transporta- 
tion. We also touched on matters relative to the imple- 
menting circular that is now being prepared and will 
supplement the legal text. That circular, which will be 
made available to bankers and businessmen, will provide 
them with the information they need for setting them- 
selves up in the Tangier offshore banking center. It will 
be a sort of practical guide to the legal text—the instru- 
ment, as it were, for the promotion that we are going to 


begin. 
[Siham] Have you any target markets on which you will 
concentrate your promotion? 


[Sagou] The target markets are primarily the big inter- 
national financial centers—that is, the European, North 
American, and Asian banks. It needs to be pointed out 
that the Tangier offshore banking center is in an advan- 
tageous strategic position compared to the various cen- 
ters already in operation. 


{Siham] And also compared to others that are in the 
process of disappearing? 


[Sagou] It is true that change is taking place. Offshore 
banking centers experienced growth mainly between 
1975 and 1980 as a result of the importance of petrodol- 
lars following the crisis of 1973-74. Bahrain is the classic 
example of success in that period. The wave of new 
banking centers and of their growth increased with the 
importance of petrodollars. 


Developments in those centers depend on the mobility 
of capital. You mentioned that some are being born 
while others are dying. At the moment, those that came 
into existence because of petrodollars—mainly in the 
Gulf region—are experiencing a slowdown to some 
extent. Those in Europe are going to become fewer in 
number—in fact, the Community is even to going to do 
away with them. This means that the most important 
centers now are those that are developing in Asia and 
that finance investments by multinational firms. That is 
the position we are in: we are not a petroleum-producing 
country, but we are a country that can profit from the 
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international mobility of capital as it is invested and 
particularly as it is invested in industrial projects. 


[Siham] If Tangier is to be competitive with those 
centers, it will have to have adequate infrastructure. 


[Sagou] In the early stages, the necessary infrastructure is 
limited basically to two things: telecommunications and 
air transportation. We discussed those matters at the 
meeting in Tangier in July 1991, and the necessary steps 
have been taken since then. An offshore banking center 
works with telephones and airplanes. As far as the rest of it 
is concerned, Tangier is not lacking in suitable premises. 


Work to improve urban facilities has also begun. That is 
something that Tangier needed with or without an off- 
shore banking center. 


[Siham] Have budgets been provided for building that 
infrastructure? 


[Sagou] No, not necessarily. In the case of telecommuni- 
cations, for example, the financial outlay will be made by 
the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications [PTT] 
out of its normal budget, with no additional financial 
package. In that connection, it can be said that since the 
offshore banking center was announced, the PTT has 
already installed exceptional telephone equipment: 
10,000 lines are now available under the latest technical 
conditions (digital technology). For its part, Royal Air 
Morocco [RAM] is going to begin daily flights to Europe. 
It will pay the cost out of its own funds. 


[Siham] Are specific destinations planned? 


[Sagou] No, we asked the RAM to begin by establishing 
daily flights to Europe. That way, a businessman leaving 
Tangier can always change planes in the city being served 
by the RAM. When traffic has increased sufficiently, the 
RAM will add flights and cities to meet the demand. We 
have also asked the National Airport Office to make 
improvements to the Tangier Airport. 


[Siham] When will that infrastructure be complete? 
[Sagou] It is all supposed to be ready this year. 


[Siham] So we can expect the offshore zone system to 
begin operations next year? 


[Sagou] Theoretically, operations will begin before this 
year is Out. Now that the planning is done, dossiers can 
be submitted and examined. 


[Siham] But will that make it possible to establish banks 
in Tangier beginning now? 


[Sagou] Why not? The law permits it beginning now. We 
must not forget that the law provides that an application 
must be approved or rejected within 90 days after it is 
submitted. So if the applicants have authorization, they 
can open for business immediately. 
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{Siham] What are the nationalities of the applicants who 
have presented themselves so far? 


[Sagou}] They are European banks and in particular large 
French banks. But others will no doubt follow. This is 
only a beginning—it should be noted that we have not 
yet engaged in any kind of promotion. The element of 
competition among internationally known banks will 
also come into play. So once the European banks are 
here, the Asian and American banks will also come. 


[Siham] What is this project expected to do for the 
Moroccan economy? 


{Sagou] Generally speaking, when a country decides to 
establish an offshore banking center, there is the cost of 
setting it up, and there are the benefits to be expected 
from it. The benefits are both direct and indirect. 


Among the direct benefits, we can mention as examples 
the jobs created and the money that the banks spend 
locally. But direct benefits are not necessarily due solely 
to the banks at the center. We must not forget that if the 
financial center takes off, it will bring with it a number of 
bank-oriented activities and services. But that synergy 
and that ripple effect will not appear until the services 
created locally become competitive with respect to the 
services those banks may have access to abroad. 


But it is the indirect benefits that are expected to do us 
the most good, especially in the form of improved access 
to capital for financing the Moroccan economy. The 
banking center planned for Tangier is not a “paper 
operation” but a functioning center—that is, consisting 
of banks that will work with the deposits they collect. 
When the center becomes operational, it will be in a 
position to become a source of financing for the 
Moroccan economy. 


Morocco possesses considerable natural potential and 
sizable human resources, but what it lacks chiefly is 
financing, and that makes the cost of financing very high. 
We must therefore see to it that in the medium term, the 
Moroccan economy and Moroccan firms can have access 
to opportunities for diversified nearby financing at the 
best possible cost—while ensuring, of course, that this 
does not destabilize the national monetary and financial 
system. That system will continue to operate under the 
usual conditions, because the law clearly states that any 
transaction between the offshore banking center and the 


rest of the country is subject to foreign exchange regula- 
tions. So the boundaries are very specific. 


[Siham] But when the offshore banks become interested 
in financing investments in the hinterland, won't that 
involve direct competition with Moroccan banks? 


[Sagou] No, not necessarily. That financing will take 
place under the same regulatory conditions that cur- 
rently govern the entry of foreign capital for use by the 
Moroccan economy and Moroccan firms. 


The difference regarding the presence of an offshore 
banking center in Tangier—if the project is successful— 
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is that Morocco will have, in its territory but offshore, a 
multitude of private banks with a worldwide reputation 
through which Moroccan businesses—banks and 
firms—will be able to become informed at less expense 
and to investigate the various financing possibilities on 
the international financial market. And in the other 
direction, that element of nearness should be favorable 
because it will enable the international banks to observe 
from close up the situation in the Moroccan economy 
and, therefore, the possibilities for investment. Conse- 
quently, the competition you mention will not neces- 
sarily take place, because the Moroccan banking system 
will continue its activity without being hampered by the 
center in Tangier. 


For that matter, Moroccan banks can also apply for 
permission to open offices in the offshore banking 
center, and I would say, in that connection and within 
limits, why not have competition? Confrontation on the 
part of Moroccan banks, which, it must be emphasized, 
have considerable experience in working with the big 
international banks—it should be remembered that the 
Moroccan banking system is one of the most solid in any 
of the developing countries—that confrontation with 
banks having an international reputation will enable 
Moroccan banks to modernize and develop even further, 
provided that it takes place in a cautious and gradual 
manner. But the phase of indirect benefits will not begin 
until the banking center has become operational, and 
that will take time. 


[Siham] So the possibility of gaining access to those 
nearby capital flows will reduce intervention by interna- 
tional financial institutions, particularly the World Bank 
and the IMF. 


[Sagou] Those institutions are stepping in to prepare us 
better for this phase of access to international capital. 
For that matter, the offshore banks that establish them- 
selves in Tangier will not decide to invest in Morocco 
unless the internal equilibriums of the Moroccan 
economy are assured. 


[Siham] Won't the current deregulation of the interna- 
tional financial system relativize the importance of the 
advantages to be gained from offshore banking centers? 


[Sagou] That is true, but it can be interpreted both ways. 
In one sense, it suits our purpose if there is greater 
deregulation and increased mobility of capital, because it 
is that mobility in search of the best place to invest that 
we are trying to profit from. 


Tangier will have to confront competition from the 
banking centers in the Mediterranean (Gibraltar, 
Cyprus, Tunis, and so on), and we must prepare to face 
up to competition in the financial area just as we are 
accustomed to doing at the industrial level. After all, 
Singapore and Hong Kong are two major offshore 
banking centers which compete with each other but also 
complement one another. In competition of this kind, 
the efficiency of the locally available infrastructures and 
services is decisive. 





JPRS-NEA-92-060 
7 May 1992 


In addition to being close to Europe, Morocco has the 
advantage of possessing a hinterland that may become a 
site for financial relocation in parallel with the industrial 
relocation that is beginning to be developed in Morocco 
by European firms. 


After all, we cannot aspire to become a “dragon at 
Europe's gates” without having the ambition to provide 
ourselves with an offshore banking center of international 
dimensions. 

[Siham] But we see that while the direct investment of 
foreign capital in Morocco is growing in industry and 
services, it is weak in the financial sector. 


[Sagou] Even the flow of direct foreign investment in 
industry is not yet sufficient. Much remains to be done. 
The emphasis until now has been on investment in 
industry or services, but it will be necessary to take a 
greater interest in finance because the cost of capital is a 
very important element in the calculations of industrial 
firms. In other words, it determines to a large extent the 
decision to invest. We must take advantage of the 
establishment of nearby offshore banks to increase the 
financial flow to the hinterland. 


That is a medium- and long-term objective, which must 
be achieved. Besides the banks, holding companies are 
also contemplated in the law, and they might be inter- 
ested in acquiring a stockholding interest in Moroccan 
firms. So there we have a synergy to be taken advantage 
of in order to procure additional financing for the 
Moroccan economy. 


Agriculture Situation in Sidi Bennour Studied 
92AF0651C Rabat AL-'ALAM in Arabic 23 Mar 92 p 5 


[Article by ‘Abd-al-Wahid Majid: “An Investigative Report 
on Sidi Bennour: Corn Planting Holds the Only Hope Now 
that 70 Percent of Farmlands Have Been Hit") 


[Text] The Sidi Bennour region is regarded as an impor- 
tant farming area because of its vast farmlands of 
assorted soils, which make it possible to profitably 
produce all kinds of grains and vegetables. The region 
therefore contributes to the national economy in the 
farming and animal husbandry sectors, but the dearth 
and lateness of rains have clearly affected grain and 
cattle production. 


There are 30,000 farmers in the Sidi Bennour Com- 
mune, excluding the el Arba des Aounat Center, which is 
part of [el Farig] region for purposes of rural statistics. 
Irrigated farmland is estimated at 21,505 hectares and 
arid land is estimated at 115,693 hectares. The latest 
season's farm production is estimated as follows: 


Arid Land 


e Hard wheat: 487,200 qantars 
¢ Soft wheat: 382,800 gantars 


¢ Barley: 425,880 qantars 
¢ Corn: 48,100 gantars 
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Irrigated Land 


Beets: 328,677,940 tons [as published] 
Hard Wheat: 128,975 qantars 

Soft wheat: 96,075 gantars 

Corn: 5,616 qantars 

Alfalfa: 99,300 tons 

Clover: 274,400 tons 

Fodder corn: 40,950 tons 

[al-an}: 2,250 tons 

Others: 300 tons 


Fodder 


¢ Fodder bariey: | 10,000 tons 
¢ Oats: 2,500 tons 
e [Matted] Alfalfa: 3,760 tons 


Grains For Both Arid and Irrigated Land 


Beans: 106,442 gantars 
Grass Peas: 106,392 gantars 
Chickpeas: 22,600 gantars 
Lentils: 3,311 qantars 
Fenugreek: 5,626 qantars 
Flax seed: 1,920 qantars 


Average Vegetable Production for Both Arid and 
Irrigated Land 


Tomatoes: 74,250 tons 

Potatoes: 22 tons 

Peppers: 1,190 tons SCucumbers: 250 tons 
Onions: 2,237 tons 

Turnips: 4,000 tons 

Eggpiants: 2,196 tons 

Squash: 2,663 tons 

Watermelons: |,131 tons 

{al-dalah]: 25,400 tons. 


A vast area of farmland suffered because of the lack of 
rainfall and lack of synchronization with planting sched- 
ules this farm season, severely impacting the normal life 
of farmers and rural animal wealth. To make matters 
worse, arid land farmers were denied their rights to 
benefit from state-subsidized fodder to deal with 
drought effects, at a time when we note that farmers of 
irrigated lands and cooperatives have the benefit of 
subsidized fodder, even though they were not hurt as 
badly as arid land farmers. The ratios of rainfall and 


farm damage follow: 


Average Rainfall: Previous Farming Season 


September: 00.0 mm 
October: 16.5 mm 
November: 12.9 mm 
December: 85.2 mm 
January: 2.4 mm 
February: 100.5 mm 
March: 81.2 mm 
April: 8.9 mm 
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Damage to Grain and Other Crepe 


¢ Cultivated land: 65,900 hectares 

¢ Land that sprouted: 44,428 hectares, or 67 percent 

* Land that did not sprout: 20,222 hectares, or 23 
percent 

¢ Land that and perished: 25,456 hectares 

¢ Land still waiting for relief: 18,972 hectares, 
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incumbent upon the authorities to: 


1. Create a permanent fund for national solidarity to 
help resolve seasonal problems; 


2. Quickly supply arid land farmers with fodder, grains, 
and seedlings: 


3. Create model fodder units at arid areas: 
4. Create industrial and quasi-manufacturing units for 
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Extensive Antidrought Campaign Launched 
92AF0651B Doha AL-SHARQ in Arabic 14 Mar 92 p 6 


[Report from Rabat by Khalaf-Allah Hasan: Morocco, 
People and Government, Acts To Save the Farm 
Season*’] 


[Text] The Moroccan Government has initiated large- 
scale measures to face the specter of drought threatening 
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several agricultual regions in various Moroccan prov- 
inces because of sparse rains. Rainfall has been con- 
stantly on the decline since the end of last summer, and 
has so far amounted to only |5 percent of the average 
annual rainfall (10 billion cubic meters). 


Several official sources have asserted that there was no 
cause for the alarm that currently pervades a number of 
farming circles worried about a recurrence of the harsh 
droughts that swept Morocco from | 981 to 1985, causing 
severe economic losses and social difficulties. Reliable 
sources, however, emphasized that drought in several 
farming regions has damaged certain crops to the tune of 
half a billion dishams, and that more damage is likely if 
the drought cortinues. 


AL-SHARQ, in a wide-scale investigation of the extent 
and magnitude of this issue, was informed by a number 
of farm experts that the current farm season, unlike 
others before it, has suffered a noticeable lack of rain, 
especially in last December and January. All Moroccan 
provinces, with the exception of the desert regions, are 
experiencing the onset of drought. The mountainous 
regions also did not receive their usual snowfall! this 
winter, despite the severe cold. Those regions depend on 
thawing snow for adequate water. 


Observers believe that the farm season will face several 
problems for grain-planted areas, estimated at 4 million 

hectares, therefore causing a decline of productivity in 
ae vast areas, and forcing the government to import 
between 20 and 30 million gantars of grain in order to 
make up for grain crop shortfalls. 


Water Administration sources said that the volume of 
water now stored behind 30 dams has declined by 45 
percent, from 4.471 billion cubic meters, or about half 
the reserves. 


The same sources pointed out that the present volume of 
reservoirs remains much higher than it was during the 
Moroccan drought of 1985, when water reserves plum- 
meted to less than 20 percent. 


Reports by the Meteorological Department indicate that 
most regions received less than half of their normal 
rainfalls in the first months of the agricultural season. 
The exceptions were the Saharan provinces and those to 
Morocco’s extreme north (Tetouan, al-Hoceima, and 
Tangier). The Chaouia plains, for instance, received a 
median rainfall of some 105.1 mm, compared with | 17.5 
mm in previous years. 


The median rainfall on Fes in autumn and early winter 
did not exceed 132.2 mm, compared with 232.1 mm in 
previous years. Ministry of Agriculture sources point out 
that adequate grain reserves are available, thanks to the 
Moroccan Government's strategic policies since 1967. 
Thirty major dams and dozens of smaller reservoirs 
erected in various rural areas helped meet the water 
requirements of more than | million hectares in previous 
farming seasons. 
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Observers emphasize that last year alone, grain yields 
amounted to about 84 million gantars, saving the gov- 
ernment $300 million in wheat import costs. Ministry of 
Finance officials believe that the expected negative out- 
come of the current farming season will not have a great 
adverse impact on Morocco’s trade balance. They 
attribute this to several factors, led by low world oil 
prices. There is also no comparison between the current 
farming season and those of 1981-1985, when huge 
drought losses caused thousands of farmers to migrate to 
the cities in search of alternate incomes. The drought 
also caused a 25-percent decline in animal wealth 
reserves, which currently appear satisfactory, at more 
than 20 million head of cattle. 


In order to protect the agricultural sector, which repre- 
sents the mainstay of Morocco’s economy and employs 
14 million people, or 55 percent of the Moroccan popu- 
lation, the Moroccan Government has been holding a 
series of meetings on measures needed to face the 
negative consequences of future waves of drough. 


In that context, the government announced the forma- 
tion of a commission composed of the ministers of the 
interior, economy, finance, agriculture, public = 
information, and foreign trade. The commission has 
adopted several resolutions, including the immediate 
importation of grain to bolster national crop reserves; an 
emergency program to reschedule farmer debts; and the 
redeployment of rural human resources in endeavors 
such as land reclamation, well-drilling, and the fight 
against water waste, in an effort to conserve reservoir 
holdings. 

The commission has also formed smaller subcommittees 
to monitor farm issues and problems, water and elec- 
tricity matters, as well as other rural concerns that may 
develop in the future. The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Agricultural Reform began implementation, on the — 
of this month, of a 260-million dirham 

gram to provide 100,000 tons of enriched cattle fodder 
to meet rural animal wealth needs. Experts expect the 
program, with a 50-percent subsidy by the government, 
to protect Morocco’s animal wealth against the dangers 
of drought. 


Although all forecasts indicate that current farm season 
crops will fall below last year’s levels, official and non- 
official sources are optimistic that the experiences of 
past droughts will not be suffered again, especially since 
vegetable and agricultural crops produced in irrigated 
greenhouses are not dependent on rainfall. The latter is 
one of experiments that met with great success in various 
farm regions of Morocco. 


Implications of Housing Crisis Viewed 
92AF0627A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
30 Mar 92 p 11 


[Report from Rabat: “Landlords Prefer To Invest in 
Luxury Buildings. Casablanca Needs 200,000 New Units 
Per Year") 
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[Text] The housing crisis is taking on a different char- 
acter in Morocco than it has in a number of developing 
nations, because it is rental and purchase prices that 
primarily control the worsening housing crisis in all 
Moroccan cities. 


This is in spite of large-scale construction undertaken by 
the private sector every year. Casablanca alone, for 
instance, needs 200,000 economical [low-income] 
housing units. That need, however, is not a true reflec- 
tion of the housing crisis, either in Casablanca or in other 
cities, even remote cities. 

The contradiction in the crisis is apparent in its general 
n.anifestations, which trouble various cities. There are 
plenty of apartments and floors available for sale and for 
rent, but there invariably is also strong demand in the 
housing field [for low-income housing]. This manifests 
itself in “liberalizing” the crisis, according to a young 
architect. 

This means that the crisis of demand may rise against a 
crisis of supply ia liberalized societies, where rents and 
sale prices reflect purchasing power. Looming inflation 
also contributes to increasing disparity between two 
major components of the so-called market economy in 
Morocco. Real estate rental and purchase prices are 
surprisingly high, because they are not tied to the pur- 
chasing power of citizens whose incomes remain, in all 
cases, below the level needed to satisfy their needs, be 
they for essentials or for luxuries. This is according to the 
latest field study by the Ministry of Planning. The 
ministry recognizes 4 million poor citizens, despite indi- 
cations of improving standards of living in Morocco. 
Such indications, as cited by the field study, include 
improving housing standards, decreasing sub-standard 
housing, and shrinking shanty towns. 

Where, then, are the roots of the crisis? Most real estate 
agents interviewed by AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT agree 
that the problem, as long as it is a function of disparity 
between prices and incomes, is totally removed from the 
issue of equilibrium of supply and demand. 


This disparity is indicated by the tremendous gap 
between the minimum wage in Morocco, and rental and 
purchase prices. An income of no more than 1,500 
Moroccan dirhams a month is no help to its earner in 
finding a residential apartment, when average rentals for 
a two-room apartment are at an absolute minimum of 
1,500 dirhams and higher! Likewise, purchase prices are 
not commensurate, for instance, with an median income 
of no more than 5,000 dirhams per year. 


A building contractor says that one must have an income 
of at least 2,500 dirhams before even thinking of buying, 
and that even then it would be totally unacceptable to 
risk a mortgage. If that entire sum was saved over a 
period of 30 years, it would only provide a small portiion 
{of the cost] under current prices. In other words, that 
income is little more than the price of a two-room 
apartment with utilities, even though the strong demand 
is for apartments of three rooms and larger. 
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This is where the crisis lies in Morocco. Building costs 
continue to rise while wages stagnate; not to mention the 
polarity between the two components of the crisis: Any 
increase in wages would necessarily be reflected in 
building costs, and any rise in building costs would 
further widen the gap between prices and purchasing 
power. 


And yet, apartment construction is incessant. Housing 
projects lead private sector investment. The public 
sector, whose prices have been liberalized, is intensifying 
its initiatives, along with repeated assurances that it is 
not pursuing profit. Furthermore, cooperative housing is 
expanding and private sector companies are receiving 
new incentives to provide housing for their own workers 
and employees. 


This multiplicity of housing projects, vis-a-vis a 
booming demand market, nevertheless remains of little 
value in containing the crisis, which continues to worsen. 
Price increases have compounded over the past six years. 
Average rentals exceed 2,000 dirhams for a two-room 
apartment, creating the growing phenomenon of renting 
one room to an entire family, regardless of its number. 
Meanwhile, the authorities persist in limiting the con- 
struction of sub-standard housing and of sheet metal 
structures. 


Attorneys say that the Tenants Law itself has become a 
problem that complicates landlord-tenant relations 
because it freezes rents, except for an increase of 10 
percent every third year. The law also limits incentives 
that should be offered investors in the rental housing 
sector. 


Even though the government continues to amend that 
law, the liberalization of interest rates and other factors 
are further complicating the problem. State subsidies to 
new real estate owners, in the form of soft loans for the 
purchase of economical housing, have now been 
replaced by a relative reduction in income taxes. That 
incentive remains of limited value, at a time when 
interest rates exceed 14 percent. 


Inflation is an additional factor. Even though stabilized 
at a level of no more than 10 percent in all cases, it still 
peeks its ugly face through instability in both private and 
public housing costs, which have escalated in recent 
years beyond the means of middle-income earners. 


Wealthy individuals are comfortable with saving up to 
buy housing units to rent out at rates higher than their 
mortgage costs. However, real estate brokers believe that 
this is somewhat risky, since rents frequently exceed 
one-third of income, therefore straining landlord-tenant 
relations in a manner that serves nobody’s interests and 
clogs the court system with even more cases. 


The lack of trust in the rental market has sprouted 
conditions that landlords frequently impose on tenants, 
even though they have no basis in law. Examples are key 
money or surrender fees, whereby the landlord receives a 
sum of money to secure his rights in face of a low rent. 
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This practice, while somewhat common in Casablanca, 
takes the form of a sevurity deposit in Marrakesh, and is 
unknown in Rabat. 


Worth mentioning about the housing crisis in Morocco is 
that expanding construction of luxury apartments at 
astronomical prices is matched only by an increase in 
building middle-income housing—such as for mer- 
chants, civil servants, and craftsmen—while construc- 
tion of economical housing shrinks. Such housing has 
been left to initiatives undertaken by individuals in their 
own interests, to supplement their incomes or to secure 
their retirement. This type of housing shelters a substan- 
tial number of those of limited means and is where the 
phenomenon of single-room rentals is manifest. 


Cooperative housing has been marginally successful as 
the housing crisis worsens. Employees of government 
departments and public agencies, and of some private 
enterprises as well, form housing cooperatives whose 
members earn comparable incomes. The members con- 
tribute to a joint capital fund for buying and improving 
a lot and financing preliminary construction before 
securing bank mortgages at market prices to cover 
remaining construction. [Cooperative building] costs are 
generally reasonable, because they obtain all materials at 
wholesale prices and their offices oversee construction 
and deal with contractors. 


Many such initiatives have succeeded. This experiment, 
although it is expanding in scope in Morocco, is also a 
function of income levels, because the rate of success 
increases relative to the size of the member savings paid 
into the cooperative’s collective capital fund in monthly 
installments. 


Bank loans provide the construction funding needed by 
cooperatives, individuals, and investors, but the same 
uniform conditions apply to all. The housing crisis will 
therefore remain a function of personal income and 
individual savings until the authorities devise a plan to 
stimulate the economical housing sector. The govern- 
ment is now considering such a plan, even though it is 
rumored to have difficulty reaching the right formula at 
present. 


A number of public and private enterprises tap their 
social services allocations to offer soft loans to 
employees wishing to buy homes. Private investors also 
help buyers indirectly by allowing them to pay off 
purchase prices in installments while the building is 
under construction. That has been a great help in mobi- 
lizing savings and family resources and assistance, at 
least to provide the first installment before taking out 
bank loans. These loans are frequently long-range and 
amortized over 15 years, or even 25 years in the case of 
economical housing, and are governed by the applicant's 
age and income. 


Yet, the housing crisis in Morocco remains chronic 
because it is tied to income levels. Even though all 
private and public sector construction projects are tar- 
geted for buyers, a large segment of housing demand 
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continues to be driven by simple desire for rental apart- 
ments. That demand is not met by housing sector inves- 
tors, except indirectly, through owners who put their 
apartments on the rental market. Real estate speculators 
invest only in office buildings and, on a very limited 
scale, in housing targeted for those with very high 
incomes. 


Livestock Prices Increase Following Rains 
92AF0651A Rabat AL-'ALAM in Arabic 24 Mar 92 p 7 


[Article by ‘Abdelkarim Nafdi: “Livestock Prices 
Increase After Recent Rains”’] 


[Text] The Beni Amir region is regarded as a first class 
farming area that cries for comprehensive farming 
reforms to raise the farmer’s level and improve produc- 
tivity. Farming, however, has not been profitable for 
farmers in recent years because the sector is plagued with 
myopia and high-handedness. There is no established 
affiliation between farmers and company and factory 
owners for the purpose of marketing farm products. The 
absence of a fair farm policy also exposes farmers to huge 
losses, to the benefit of factories and large large land- 
owners. With the current drought in the region, there is 
no doubt that the situation will deteriorate and the 
disaster will further worsen. 


Facts and Statistics 


The Tadla Regional Bureau for Farm Investments over- 
sees two prefectures (Azilal and Beni Mellal) composed 
of five communes: Beni Mellal, Fkih Ben Salah, Souq- 
Sebt-Bzou, and [Ouizaght] for a total area of 320,000 
hectares. Of this, 297,000 hectares are irrigated and 
320,000 hectares use canals and pumps. Also, | 38,000 
hectares are arid, including cultivable and uncultivable 
land, forests, and ranges. 


The region is populated with about 54,000 farmers; 
122,000 head of cattle; 660,000 head of sheep; and some 
60,000 horses, mules, and donkeys. 


Crops [average] 40 qantars per irrigated hectare and 10 
qantars per arid hectare. 


Animal products have a daily [average] of 9,000 tons of 
meat and 70,000 liters of milk. 


Fodder crops [average] 500 qantars per irrigated hectare 
and 60 qantars per arid hectare. 


The district office oversees 30 farm centers divided 
between the two aforementioned prefectures. 


The Beni Amir Region 


The region comprises some 23,000 irrigated hectares 
that follow the 5-phase farming cycle. Some 6,000 hect- 
ares are planted with grains and yield some 180,000 
qantars of grains, 6,000 tons of hay, and 35,000 tons of 
alfalfa. 
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The arid area covers 172,000 hectares, of which 110,000 
hectares are tilled and the remainder is used for grazing. 
Grain production amounts to 500,000 qantars and hay 
production to 100,000 tons annually. 


Animal Wealth 


Cattle: 18,000 head; sheep: 126,000 head, horses and 
donkeys: 5,050 head. 


Irrigation Water 


Just as farmlands suffer the drought of the sky, the 
officials of the Tadla Regional Bureau for Farm Invest- 
ments impose drought on irrigating farmers by cutting 
off irrigation water to those with unpaid debts. Such 
behavior undermines farm productivity and hurts the 
national economy. That was the case in past years, when 
crops were denied irrigation water at times when the 
land was in dire need of every drop of water, especially in 
view of the extremely hot climate of that region. As a 
reminder, farmers have the benefit of only two-thirds of 
[the water], flowing at 30 liters per second. The 
remaining third is lost to negligence and lack of canal 
maintenance and repair. And yet, they make farmers pay 
for the consequences of such negligence and dereliction, 
and therefore, the cost of wasted water. This causes the 
accumulation of debt, in addition to illicitly high interest 
rates on services and multiplying crop and marketing 
costs. 


Farm Loan 


Farm Loan is a national enterprise created to provide 
farmers with financial, technological, and managerial 
aid. Unfortunately, this organization has turned into a 
frightful apparition that stalks farmers wherever they 
may go. The lack of competent technical staff who could 
apply their expertise in the field, the inadequacy of 
available loans to farmer needs, high interest rates, 
complicated administrative procedures, the prevalence 
of graft and favoritism in dealing with farmers, and the 
absence of decentralization—al! these are factors that 
work, on top of the drought, to bankrupt farmers who 
would then lose their crops and spend their loans, only to 
ultimately find themselves cornered by a Royal Police 
car, seizure, expropriation, and deprivation of all admin- 
istrative documents until they pay off all their debts. 
Farmers therefore toil solely for the benefit of the 
factories, the Regional Bureau, the Farm Center, and 
Farm Loan. 


Milk 


Morocco needs milk and seeks to facilitate the domestic 
production of this nutritious substance through 
importing superior dairy cows, by establishing dairy 
cooperatives, and by creating centers to improve the 
quality and numbers of offspring and adapt it to the local 
climate. But all cooperative efforts have been sabotaged 
by officials. The sabotage began with the bankruptcy of 
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the Tadla dairy, which lauded farmer efforts and contri- 
butions by passing certain classes [tabaqat] to the Cen- 
tral Dairy free of charge. Instead of raising the price of 
milk as an incentive to farmers, officials lowered it to 
1.81 [Moroccan dirhams] per liter, from 2.2 dirhams in 
the summertime and 2.79 dirhams in the winter. We 
must return to the former practice of distributing butter 
to producers and to negating shipping costs. A regional 
marketplace for thoroughbred cows also needs to be 
created. 


Animal Husbandry 


The lack of pastures, diminution of public arid land 
through endowments to undeserving favorites, and the 
prevalence of drought have left farmers with no choice 
but to buy all their fodder, such as chard dregs, bran, 
oats, hay, and alfalfa. That opened the doors to specula- 
tors, who seize every opportunity to make the prices of 
these commodities soar. National officials must rise and 
immediately take all necessary measures to assure the 
price stability of those materials and to provide farmers 
with necessary relief. 


In that context, the al-Zeneidia commune at Beni Oukil 
was hit by a fire that consumed 27 square kilometers of 
crops, cattle, and poultry on 17 July 1991. The victims 
received no assistance, except perhaps through action by 
the Beni Oukil leadership to distribute fodder to farmers 
over a period of time. The farmers we interviewed 
expressed gratitude for this major humane effort. 


Administrative Tyranny 


At a time when officials are talking about a country of 
laws, human rights, and freedom of expression and 
affiliation, we notice a drive to close in on unionists and 
to interfere in all matters. Didn't the Regional Bureau 
devote its cars, resources, and some of its employees to 
sponsor an association for farm automation, while 
rejecting the association that spoke for the farmers and 
their problems in Rabat? 


| 


All the farmers we met in various regions agreed that 
farming irrigated lands was relatively good, but that 
there was nothing [for them in working] arid lands. They 
tilled the land and planted it, but lost what they planted. 


vices. now desperately need for fodder at reason- 
able prices. They also need, more than at any other time, 
support during their current crisis. They also complain 
that regulations are not applied to all farmers. It is 
understood from their statements that current farm 
policies help deepen class rifts between large and small 
farmers, and serve only farmers with influence, to whom 
are 
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Casablanca Wilaya Agricultural Statistics 
92AF0649A Rabat AL-’ALAM in Arabic 11 Mar 92 p 8 


[Article: “Agriculture in Casablanca Wilaya: 32.2 mm of 
Rain Fell on Wilaya From 14-24 February; 3,500 Tons 
of Fodder Concentrates Distributed to Livestock 
Breeders Under Emergency Program; Tomato Crop in 
Irrigated Sector Benefitted From Drought, Production 
Has Improved”} 


[Text] Casablanca, AL--ALAM Bureau—Even though 
the Casablanca’s character is predominantly industrial, 
the wilaya makes an important contribution to agricul- 
ture because it is located in the area of Chaouia, which is 
one of Morocco’s richest agricultural areas by virtue of 
the agricultural requirements which it meets. These are 
embodied in: 

63,380 hectares of arable land; 

9,720 hectares of pastures; 

3,646 hectares of forests; 

15,000 hectares of uncultivable land. 


As for equipment, the wilaya has: 624 tractors, 35 
harvesters, and |,330 pumping stations. 


As for vocational organization, there are 21 supply 
cooperatives and a similar number of milk-collecting 
cooperatives, four vegetable-packaging cooperatives, an 
agrarian reform cooperative, and 39 stations for the 
export of early crops. 


A review of the statistics for the completed 1990-1991 
agricultural season shows that the Casablanca Wilaya 


produced: 


872,945 qantars of grains; 

901,775 qantars of fodder 

17,777 qantars of legumes 

1,427,800 qantars of early crops and seasonal vegeta- 
bles: 


* 61,303 head of cattle and 86,800 head of sheep. 


These facts explain the wilaya’s position in agriculture 
and the extent of the ramifications of late or irregular 
rains on production and to farmers, especially to live- 
stock breeders. 


The beginning of this season experienced a four-month 
drought which caused despair to creep into the hearts of 
farmers and which nearly inflicted a heavy loss on the 
agricultural sector, were it not for the recent rains that 
have revived optimism and hope. So what is the current 
agricultural situation in the Casablanca Wilaya? 


Agriculture 


What has distinguished the 1991-1992 agricultural 
season is an early rainfall in September and October of 
44.8 mm and 69.4 mm, successively, keeping in mind 
that crops are planted no earlier than mid-November. 
Those rains played a helpful role in creating the right 
conditions and the right soil, but farmers did not plant at 
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the proper time. The latest rainy day was 16 October 
1991. This motivated farmers to delay planting until 
more rains came, but rains came a month after the start 
of the planting season, even later. The farmers did not 
start planting until late November and planting lasted 
throughout December. 


Initially, crop growth was normal because of moisture 
deep in the soil. Yet, only 19.7 mm of rain fell, and this 
is a very small amount when compared with a rainfall of 
119.9 in the previous season. 


Because of the crop growth rate from December and 
until mid-January, the scarce rainfall had little impact on 
crop growth, considering that the area is next to the sea 
and benefits from its humidity. 


After mid-January, crops begin sprouting, and this is a 
very important phase, because it offers indic*tors of the 
number of seedlings per square meter. Tarough this 
number, one gains an idea of the expected production 
volume. The upward growth of crops also occurs in this 
phase. This growth requires adequate humidity and reg- 
ular rains. The height of these crops determines the total 
grain and fodder yield. It can be noted here that the 
scarcity of humidity affected crop height. Fortunately, a 
small percentage of the planted crop has begun to produce. 


On the basis of the above, it can be said that the late 
rainfall has not affected crops irreparably. The recent 
rainfall in the wilaya—32.2 mm from 17-24 February 
1992—has produced positive indicators for the agricul- 
tural season, especially if more rains fall in March and 
April. Because plants are short, fodder and hay produc- 
tion will suffer. No predictions are final, considering that 
the rainy season has not yet ended. 


If the weather conditions witnessed by the current season 
have affected dryland crops, then the inverse is true for 
irrigated crops, which have benefited from these condi- 
tions, especially the tomato crop, which has improved in 
quantity and quality, and the improvement has been 
reflected in its market prices and increased exports. 
Moreover, the early crop season has not been affected by 
the late rains, because early crops are produced in 
irrigated areas. 


In general, the recent rains have greatly obviated the 
relative shortfall resulting from rains that came four 
months late, and have revived hopes in the hearts of 
farmers, especially livestock breeders. However, we have 
to wait for the coming days to find out how safe the 
1991-1992 agricultural season is, especially since March 
and April are two months on which the farmer relies to 
ensure his crop. Production depends on the amount and 
regularity of rainfall in these two months. 


As a reminder, the area cultivated this season is as 
follows: 


¢ Soft-grain wheat: 24,750 hectares; 
¢ Hard-grain wheat: 13,600 hectares; 
¢ Barley: 4,940 hectares; 
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e (Tertical), a cross breed of soft-grain wheat: 375 
hectares; 
¢ Fodder: 8,860 hectares. 


Livestock Breeding 


Livestock has not been harmed greatly, because the 
initial rains which fell at the beginning of autumn 
produced pasture, and because farmers had taken pre- 
cautions and stockpiled fodder. 


The continued drought affected livestock prices, which 
dropped by 50 percent. Fodder prices rose 100 percent. 
Livestock raised for slaughter was not affected, because 
breeders kept their herds in paddocks and because they 
had acquired the fodder they needed ahead of time. 
Moreover, livestock health is good and no livestock 
diseases have developed. 


Under the emergency program to obviate any shortage of 
fodder, the wilaya obtained 3,500 tons of fodder concen- 
trates as an initial consignment at prices subsidized by 
50 percent. 


A committee of representatives of agricultural chambers 
of commerce, the local government, the Livestock 
Breeding Agency, and chairmen of organizations took 
care of distributing the fodder. The cooperatives’ share 
was 2,500 tons and the unorganized sector’s share was 
1,000 tons. 


With the recent rainfall, breeders have regained their 
confidence in the agricultural season, livestock prices 
have re-stabilized, and there will be an increase in the 
prices of livestock raised for slaughter. 


Cereal Production, Prices Discussed 
92AF0649B Rabat AL-’ALAM in Arabic 9 Mar 92 p 5 


[Article: “Instability in Prices of Wheat, Barley, All Fodder; 
Morocco’s Imports 30 Million Qantars in Cereals”’] 


[Text] A report by the Cereals and Legumes Bureau says 
that nearly 12.2 million gantars of the four main cereals 
produced in the 1991 season were offered for sale in the 
markets by the end of last December, thus recording an 
increase of 64 percent over the preceding season. 


The report adds that because of the inopportune weather 
conditions in the current agricultural season, it is 
expected initially that cereal crops will yield 25-30 
million qantars in 1992. 


The report further adds that the bureau has purchased 
16.2 million qantars of soft-grain wheat in 1992. They 
will be delivered in the agreed period from January to 
October 1992. 


The report says that modern flour mills ground 12.91 
million qantars of cereals from June to the end of 
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December 1991, compared to 13.31 million gantars for 
the corresponding period of 1990, thus recording a drop 
of three percent. 


The volume of soft-grain wheat expected to be pulver- 
ized in 1992 is expected to amount to 24 million gantars, 
which is nearly the same volume recorded in 1991. 


In view of the extraordinary production level in 1991—a 
total of 85 million gantars, including nearly 50 million 
qantars of wheat—the market was supplied with a large 
quantity and prices rose at a normal pace by the end of 
last January. 


The report goes on to say that because of the inoppor- 
tune weather conditions and of their impact on the 
coming season, it has been noticed that the national 
prices of flour, soft-grain wheat, chaff, barley, and hard- 
grain wheat have been generally unstable as of the 
abovementioned date because of the drop in available 
stores. 


The emergency program drawn up by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Agrarian Reform and by the other 
agencies concerned to deal with this situation includes 
the following steps: 


¢ Importing quantities of soft-grain wheat to supply the 
automatic flour mill until the 1993 production is 
delivered, and moving forward with the purchase of 
16.2 million qantars, depending on how the weather 
conditions and demand for flour develop; 

¢ Simultaneously, steps have been taken to enable the 
Moroccan Agricultural Cooperative Company and 
accredited merchants to acquire enough cereal stores 
to meet the flour production needs for a period of 2-3 
months until the 1993 crop is delivered. 

¢ Liberalizing the importation of hard-grain wheat and 
barley to ensure that they are supplied to factories that 
use them, to livestock breeders, and to consumers; 

¢ Organizing the barley distribution process in order to 
supply the market with barley, whose preparation and 
shipping costs are subsidized by the government; 

¢ Organizing activity to prepare and distribute | mil- 
lion qantars of processed foods, subsidized by 50 
percent. 

¢ Liberalizing the importation of high-quality rice by 
[lifting] customs protection. 


Khenifra Province: Agricultural Situation 
92AF0649C Rabat AL-’ALAM in Arabic 31 Mar 92 p 7 


[Article by Abu-Yasin: “Agricultural Situation in Kheni- 
fra: Agricultural Damage in Province Ranges From 
80-100 Percent; Necessary To Reschedule Farmers’ 
Debts, Stop Pursuit by National Farm Loan Fund”) 


[Text] Khenifra is a purely agricultural province, consid- 
ering that more than 80 percent of its population rely on 
farming as their source of livelihood. Moreover, farming 
in the province is dryland farming, mainly because of the 
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lack of dams and canals. This is why agricultural produc- 
tion is confined to cereals and livestock. But the late 
arrival of rains in this agricultural season has reflected 
negatively on the agricultural situation, because planting 
was not done at the right time. It can be said that farmers 
in the province are divided into two types this season: 
The first planted too early but what seed they planted 
remained buried underground and has sprouted very 
little. The other type remained hopeful and continued to 
wait for rain to fall day after day, thus missing the 
opportunity to plant. Generally, it has become evident to 
us from our contacts with a large number of farmers that 
agricultural damage in the province ranges from 80-100 
percent. This damage can be detailed as follows: 


In most areas, damage to crops is no less than 90 percent. 
In other parts, the damage is 100 percent. 


Damage to the livestock sector ranges from 60-80 per- 
cent. Livestock, including cattle, sheep, and goats, have 
survived the severe cold, rains, and snows, which would 
have killed them in past seasons because farmers didn’t 
have proper paddocks in which to shelter their livestock. 
But the farmers themselves have been damaged because 
fodder and drugs have cost them more than they can 
afford. Moreover, cattle and sheep prices have dimin- 
ished greatly, thus saddling farmers with heavy material 
losses. 


To save what can be saved before it is too late, the 
regional bureau of the General Union of Farmers pro- 
poses the following: 


¢ Accelerate government aid for farmers, especially to 
make fodder accessible to drought victims, particu- 
larly small farmers, at reasonable and affordable 
prices; 

e Suspend efforts to pursue farmers to make them pay 
the debts they owe the National Farm Loan Fund; 

e Reschedule debts owed by the farmers; 

e Supply cereals that are consumed on a large scale in 
the province, namely hard-grain wheat, soft-grain 
wheat, and barley, so that the local market can serve 
the citizen and meet his needs and requirements. 


New Monthly Magazine Published 


LD0804231792 Rabat MAP in English 
1329 GMT 8 Apr 92 


[““Pool” item; quotation marks as published] 


[Text] Rabai, April 8 (MAP)}—‘MAGHREB MAGA- 
ZINE’ is the title of a new Moroccan monthly which has 
come out recently endeavoring to serve as an ‘interna- 
tional independent monthly’ with a ‘Maghreban calling’. 


In his first editorial, Maghreb magazine founder- 
manager Abdelhadi Alami explained that the new pub- 
lication came to being primarily to meet “our cultural 
ambition, for the Maghreb is called upon to highlight its 
prime standing in the Mediterranean basin and in 
Africa”. Being a crossroad of cultures, race intermixing 
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and even of ethnic interbreeding, the Maghreb has been 
successful in preserving its multifaceted culture, he 
underlined. 


The main drive of MAGHREB MAGAZINE is to dissem- 
inate knowledge on the Maghreb and highlight its multi- 
faceted aspects, said Alami, pointing out that articles are 
contributed by famed personalities from both the Maghreb 
region and Europe, thus ‘symbolizing the bridge’ existing 
between the two parts of the Mediterranean. 


Besides Alami, the new magazine is spearheaded by a 
pleiad of columnists and writers (including Mustapha 
roy as editor and Manoubi Marouki as editor in 
chief). 


OMAN 


Government Returns BCCI Depositors’ Fund 


92AE0294C Paris AL-DUWALIYAH in Arabic 
9 Mar 92 p 33 


[Text] In accordance with the Sultanate Government’s 
directions to preserve the rights of depositors and cred- 
itors, The Central Bank of Oman announced, in a step 
the first of its kind internationally, its commitment to 
guarantee the return of funds of depositors and creditors 
of the Bank of Credit and Commerce International 
[BCCI] in the Sultanate of Oman. BCCI assets in the 
Sultanate have been sold to Dhofar Omani-French Bank, 
which will return the depositors’ funds in full. 


Sale of the BCCI’s assets in the Sultanate was according 
to the government’s directions to provide speedy protec- 
tion for the depositors’ rights, without waiting for an 
international solution, which could take a long time. 


According to the agreement, the Dhofar Omani-French 
Bank will return 57 million Omani riyals, which are the 
sum total of the Omani BCCI’s obligations to the depos- 
itors and creditors, within 30 days. Thus, Oman will be 
the first country in the world in which the depositors and 
creditors will obtain their rights in full, without having to 
share in the bank’s budget deficit, which was the result of 
its mismanagement abroad. 


The Dhofar Omani-French Bank will also reopen the 
BCCI’s headquarters and eleven branches after 30 days 
after the date the agreement comes into effect on 15 
February 1992. 


It is known that the amount of BCCI’s obligations in 
Muscat are estimated at 57 million Omani riyals, while 
its assets and investments total 67 million riyals, that is, 
an increase [difference] of 10 million riyals. But part of 
these assets is utilized in investments and deposits 
outside the Sultanate. As for the part utilized locally, it is 
estimated at 40.7 million riyals issued as local loans to 
businessmen. Therefore, the aid the government pro- 
vided has contributed to ending the crisis, something 
which will have positive effects on enhancing the depos- 
itors’ confidence in the Omani banking sector. 
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Economy Sees ‘Noticeable Improvement’ 


92AE0294D Paris AL-DUWALIYAH in Arabic 
9 Mar 92 p 33 


[Text] The Omani economy has shown noticeable 
improvement during the period from September 1990 to 
September 1991. According to statistics published by the 
Development Council recently, the gross national 
product has shown an increase of 20.7 percent during the 
first half of last year, in comparison with the same period 
in 1990. This is attributed to the amount of the oil 
sector's contribution to the gross national product. This 
13.8-percent increase was due to an increase of 6.9 
percent in oil production and an increase of about 6 
percent in oil prices. The non-oil sector has shown a 
noticeable increase of 26.5 percent as a result of increase 
in government services, commerce, and other economic 
sectors. 


An economic report published by The Central Bank of 
Oman shows that government revenues increased by 
13.4 percent during the first nine months of 1991, 
compared with the same period of 1990. This increase is 
basically due to increase in oil revenues, after deducting 
allocations from 873.2 million Omani riyals to $1.0121 
billion riyals. [as published] 


Government expenditures have also increased by a 
greater percentage, reaching 16.9 percent, with a total of 
1.2884 billion riyals during the same period. The 
increase in expenditure is due to current and capital 
expenditures, which recently increased by 40.7 percent. 


With regard to prices, the Central Bank report points out 
that the first eight months of 1991 saw an 8-percent 
increase in prices in comparison with the same period in 
1990. The increase in consumer prices is basically due to 
the rise in the house rentals index. The food price index 
rose 3 percent during the same period. The report says 
that the average index of foreign currencies’ exchange 
rate against the Omani riyal during the first month of 
1991 showed a decrease of 2.7 percent, which means a 
rise in the value of the Omani riyal. 


Government Invests 49 Billion in LNG Project 


92AE0294A London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
4 Mar 92 p 57 


[Text] It was announced in Oman that $9 billion will be 
invested in a new liquid natural gas [LNG] project. The 
project will be implemented in collaboration with the 
partners in the Oil Development Authority in Oman. 
These include: Royal Dutch Shell, the French Totale 
Company, and the Portuguese Partex Company. Some 
Japanese quarters will participate on a small scale. The 
project is supposed to exploit recently-discovered gas 
reserves, which at the end of 1990 reached 9.91 million 
cubic feet. 
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Budget Deficit Rises 32.6 Percent 


92AE0294F London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
29 Mar 92 p 12 


[Text] Muscat—Despite the estimated 5.2-percent increase 
in revenues for the Sultanate of Oman’s budget this year, a 
report issued by the Central Bank of Oman yesterday said 
that the expected deficit in this year’s budget has increased 
by 32.6 percent, to 248 million Omani riyals, compared 
with 187 million riyals in the 1991 draft budget. 


The bank’s report says that the net revenue of 1992 state 
budget is expected to rise from 1.5489 billion riyals in 
the 1991 budget to 1.6277 billion riyals in 1992 budget. 


As for total expenditures, they are expected to increase 
from 1.7856 billion riyals to 1.9327 billion riyals during 
the same period. 


The report said that, accordingly, the budget deficit is 
expected to increase by 32.6 percent, to reach 248 
million riyals in 1992, compared with 178 million riyals 
in the 1991 budget. 


The major part of this deficit is expected to be financed 
from the State’s general reserve funds or the emergency 
fund, in addition to issuing high-interest government 
bonds to finance this deficit. 


Also, the Sultanate of Oman’s share in the International 
Monetary Fund [IMF] has increased from 63.1 million 
units of special drawing rights to 119 million units, 
representing an estimated increase of 89.2 percent. 


Each country’s share is determined by the amount of its 
contribution to the fund, which in turn determines its right 
to vote and the amounts available to it to borrow from the 
fund. It also determines its share in the reserve account, 
which is expressed as special drawing rights. Every member 
state has the right to vote on bank [as published] resolutions 
in proportion to its contribution. The importance of voting 
for every IMF member state is due to two reasons: the first 
is that many of the IMF's resolutions require a special 
majority and, second, the right to vote determines the 
member state’s representation on the IMF’s board of gov- 
ernors. 


With regard to the Sultanate of Oman, sources in the 
Central Bank of Oman said that the country’s contribu- 
tion in relation to the total shares has increased from 
0.07 percent to 0.088 percent. 


The sources said that this percentage reflects the relative 
improvement in the sultanate’s economic situation. 


Navy Ponders Acquiring Dutch Air Defense 
System 
92AE0294E London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 19 Mar p 8 


[Article by Isma’il al-Zayir] 


[Text] The Hague—Sources of the Dutch Signal Company, 
which specializes in manufacturing ammunition and naval 
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electronic equipment, has expressed confidence that it will 
win a contract with the Sultanate of Oman to fit two 
Corvette-class escort missile ships which the Omani Navy 
recently ordered from the British Fospur [Tournycroft] for 


shipbuilding. 


The company had originally won a contract with Oman 
to fit the two new ships with command and control and 
Operations management systems of its own manufacture, 
but discussions between the two sides ar’ now centering 
on the possibility of arming the two ships with the air 
defense system for warships known as “Goalkeeper.” 


This system consists of a multi-barrel, radar-aimed 30- 
mm turret gun and can be used against both aircraft and 
anti-ship missiles. 


It is recalled that the U.S. Navy had contracted Signal 
Company to provide its ships with systems of this type 
after testing on them proved their superiority over 
competing types offered by U.S. companies. During the 
Gulf war, the U.S. fleet borrowed a number of “Goal- 
keeper” systems from the Dutch company, which were 
quickly fitted to a number of ships operating in the Gulf 
in order to be used against air and missile attacks, which 
it was feared Iraq might launch against ships in the U.S. 
fleet there. 


The two escort ships Fospur [Tournycroft] is building for 
Oman will be the biggest combat ships to enter the 
Omani Navy fleet, which now primarily depends on a 
number of attack missile ships and patrol gunboats. Each 
ship will weigh 1,400 tons and will be 83 meters long. 
Their armament includes the French surface-to-surface 
anti-ship Exocet missile, and the Italian-made OTO- 
Melara 67-mm multipurpose gun. If agreement is 
reached between Oman and Signal Company on pro- 
viding those ships with the “Goalkeeper” air defense 
system, they will become the best and most modern 
armed ships in the Middle East countries’ naval fleets. 


Seven Companies Bid on Well Project 
92AE0294B London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
4 Mar 92 p 33 


[Text] Seven international companies have bid on car- 
rying out geophysical tests for water wells throughout the 
country. These companies are: Robertson Geologing, 
BTS Instruments, Hydrotechnica, and British Geological 
Survey, all of which are British. They also include Atlas 
Wireline Service and Century Geophysical Corporation, 
which are American, and the Dutch Instituut TNO. The 
bids range between 918,500 Omani riyals and 3.3 mil- 
lion riyals ($2.4 to $8.6 million). The contracts will be 
signed by the Ministry of Water Resources. 
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Garang Ready for Talks With Government 


92AF0658B London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
31 Mar 92 p4 


[Report by Tariq Hasan: “Garang Agrees To Negotiations 
With Government in Nigeria”) 


[Text] Cairo—The Sudanese Popular Liberation Move- 
ment [SPLM], led by Col. John Garang, has announced 
that it has accepted an invitation by Nigerian president 
Ibrahim Babangida to participate in a new round of talks 
with the Sudanese Government during the third week of 
next month. 


Majuk Ayyum, SPLM representative in the Middle East, 
told AL-HAYAH in Cairo: “I have notified the Nigerian 
leadership of our willingness to attend the Abuja nego- 
tiations. The message was carried to the Nigerian Presi- 
dent by the envoy he recently dispatched to us.” 


He added: “We are committed to seek a peaceful reso- 
lution of the war in the country, but this does not mean 
surrender on our part.” He indicated that his move- 
ment’s delegation would insist on “the restoration of 
democracy and partisan plurality to Sudan. We will 
negotiate with Khartoum as part of the National Dem- 
ocratic Alliance (Sudanese opposition) and on the plat- 
forms put forth before all Sudanese political forces.” 


Ayyum explained that the SPLM will go to the negotia- 
tions with one delegation representing the main segment, 
which is led by Col. Garang, and that it does not accept 
the Sudanese Government's invitation to two delega- 
tions. He said that the al-Nasir group, led by Dr. Lam 
Akol, must join the Sudanese Government's delegation 
and that “there is no point to their presence at the 
negotiations if the secession of southern Sudan is not 
going to be on the agenda.” 


On chances for renewing reconciliation efforts between 
Garang and Akol prior to the Abuja negotiation, Ayyum 
said: “We never closed the door to Lam Akol. We are 
bound by the good offices of the Kenyan Church if 
al-Nasir group seeks a reconciliation.” He expressed 
belief, however, that the al-Nasir group “does not seek a 
conciliation with SPLM in the wake of its bilateral 
agreements with the movement in Frankfurt.” 


Sudanese political sources in Cairo revealed that a senior 
SPLM leader has traveled to Prague, indicating that the 
visit is tied to the war in southern Sudan. 


A responsible Czech source in Cairo, who asked not to be 
identified, told AL-HAYAH that his government moni- 
tors Sudanese developments “with extreme interest and 
great concern,” and that the restoration of his country’s 
embassy in Sudan to full complement would depend on 
the restoration of abrogated rights in the areas of democ- 
racy and human rights.“ 
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Hamdi Defends Economic Recovery Policies 


92AF0514A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
14 Feb 92 p 10 


[Interview with Sudanese Minister of Finance ‘Abd- 
al-Rahim Hamdi, by Nizar Du-al-Na’im in London, date 
not given: Freeing Economy From All Controls, Subsi- 
dies Is Final; Aid From International Organizations To 
Float Pound Has Been Weak] 


[Text] Sudanese Minister of Finance ‘Abd al-Rahim 
Hamdi said that recent decrees which called for floating 
the rate for the Sudanese pound “mean freeing the 
Sudanese economy from state control and protecting the 
government from external political pressures of an eco- 
nomic nature.” He conceded, however, that it was a 
“cruel step,” and explained that it was “an experiment 
that was forced upon us by the economic blockade of the 
country.” 


Mr. Hamdi pledged that in the future, the state will not 
intervene to impose a rate on the pound, even when 
operating banks fail to agress on a unified rate. He 
stressed that the privileges granted to expatriates and 
investors were pointless, because they encouraged them 
to deal in the official rate for hard currencies, a situation 
that no longer exists. 


Observers have indicated that the government's step 
may give birth to unpleasant consequences. However, 
the minister said that the decrees were adopted in 1989, 
when the government convened the economic confer- 
ence that put forward the “three-point plan for economic 
salvation” and adpoted it in progressive doses. Those 
began by concentrating on production, followed by suc- 
cessive steps to withdraw subsidies from goods; and then 
by opening up outlets for free trade in the areas of 
commerce, industry, and agriculture, without any inter- 
ference from the state. “In the previous week, we arrived 
at a stage of total uninvolvement in the pricing of any 
agricultural products. Based on the experience of all 
those steps, we saw the necessity of initiating the imple- 
mentation of the comprehensive strategy. It is an ambi- 
tious plan to rescue the Sudanese economy which we 
shall embark upon next June, concurrently with the new 


budget. 


“We took the step to free the rate for the Sudanese pound 
and to liberalize the country’s economy recently, in 
recognition of the acceptance enjoyed by the preparatory 
measures for the decree and the arrival of the gradual 
rise in prices at a level that would allow us to continue to 
withdraw subsidies, especially on grains. In the energy 
sector, we tested a two-tier price on gasoline, one subsi- 
dized and the other commercial. The later enjoyed 
reasonable acceptance. For these reasons and after eval- 
wating the situation in general, we have decided to 
expedite the step for the total liberation of the Sudanese 
economy from all controls and subsidies, on the basis 
that it would be final. Consequently, to continue to 
administer small doses would lead to disadvantages, the 
most important being the total loss of their impact and 
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the rise in prices that would accompany them. Freeing 
the exchange rate for the Sudanese pound was a fixed 
position that we proposed to all international financial 
organizations as the right treatment for the Sudanese 
economy. We pinned our hopes on those organizations 
supporting our step to float the pound. However, when 
we realized the faint likelihood of this support coming to 
Sudan, and as a result of the experiment of the last 18 
months, when we relied entirely on ourselves, we have 
decided to participate in this experiment. We feel we 
have no choice in this, because we are convinced that 
economic recovery can only take place at the hands of 


In the course of his response to a question on citizen 
reaction to cost-raising measures at a time when citizens 
are actually enduring acute problems, the minister 
explained that the step is a “qualitative” one that aims at 
liberating the Sudanese economy from every kind of 
domination encroaching upon it in its course towards a 
socialist economy since 1969. This means returning 
individual initiative to the citizen, after a long incarcer- 
ation in the hands of the state. “What we have done is to 
destroy all restrictions that prevent the movement of 
goods inside and outside the country. We have totally 
revoked import and export procedures, in order to lift 
the barrier between the producer and the return from 
production, and to prevent the monopolizing of hard 
currency by exporters. We have also rescinded a great 
numbe~ of laws which limit production, and fictitious 
exchange rates, which limited the liquidity of the 
Sudanese pound. These are all structural and organiza- 
tional reforms that included all judicial, administrative, 
and economic spheres that revolve around the economy, 
especially the agricultural sector. Because of improve- 
ment in production, we have observed a great response 
to these measures. However, the industrial sector’s 
response, due to the considerable protection that it 
enjoys, is not expected to be speedy, especially since the 
problems it faces are due to other causes. The general 
population’s acceptance of these measures is in the 
hands of the citizenry. We are optimistic that popular 
opinion will recognize that these measures are to its 
advantage.” 


The minister was asked if his government has taken 
under consideration the problem of acquiring substantial 
foreign support to float the currency, and if it has taken 
into account the possibility that no great political impact 
will result from it. He said: “These decrees are a contin- 
uation of the self-reliant approach that we adopted. Our 
success has become apparent from the acquisition of 
immense returns on commercial investment, which 
enabled the citizenry to finance import transactions. The 
value of licenses granted to citizens amounted to approx- 
imately $1.3 billion. So far, approxiamtely $500 million 
of that sum has been expended. This indicates respon- 
siveness by our countrymen, internally and externally, to 
implement the self-reliance programs, which we find 
encouraging. It has left the government, and the products 
under its control, as the only sector that does not operate 
on the free investment system. 


JPRS-NEA-92-060 
7 May 1992 


The latest decree will, perhaps, oblige the state to budget 
its expenditures, because it used to impose a low rate of 
exchange on the dollar, which harmed farmers in order 
to provide cheap hard currency for its operations. We 
believe that we have now escaped the domination of our 
economy by the availability of hard currency. A citizen 
will now only have to provide Sudanese pounds in order 
to have access to hard currencies. We regard this as a way 
out of a predicament and from several bottlenecks in the 
flow of imports and exports. 


Like others, the government has now become a buyer of 
hard currencies, which provides protection for economic 
and political decisions. Internally, the citizenry has 
understood this approach and considers this step to be 
one more self-sacrificing dose in order to continue the 
policy of self-reliance and to refrain from mortgaging 
political decisions to any foreign source. For this reason, 
we do not anticipate any negative political reprecussions 
from our recent decisions.“ 


AL-HAYAH asked the minister the following question: 
Do you not feel embarrassment in calling for more 
austerity from the Sudanese, in spite of the difficult 
conditions they are experiencing? He answered: “No. 
What encouraged us to proceed with those steps has been 
the success, under their umbrella, of the agricultural 
season and the citizens’ responsiveness. Even in areas 
that lent political support to the former government (the 
current opposition), we have sensed no oppositon to the 
policy that we adopted to liberalize the economy. No 
government can contemplate such a step unless it satis- 
fies itself of the existence of popular support and general 
readiness to accept such a tremendous decision, which 
no Third World government has previously attempted. 


“The government does not intend to carry out any 
adjustments in the banking system, which mainly con- 
sists of private banks. But,in paving the way for these 
decisions, we have, in recent months, enacted the bank 
oversight law, which, we believe, is capable of regulating 
banking operations. This, in addition to our confidence 
in the banks’ management . We have asked active banks 
to collectively set a unified rate for hard currency. We 
also informed them that, if they failed to agree, then each 
bank has to set a rate that it considers appropriate. The 
Central Bank will, under no circumstances, interfere in 
setting the rate of the pound, because any interference 
from our side will open the door to speculation on the 
rate, which we will subsequently set. By removing all 
obstacles for setting the rate for the pound, we have 
deprived speculators of a set figure to speculate on and 
have restored the operation to its correct basis.” 


The minister was asked if priveleges obtained by 
Sudanese expatriates in the past will be affected by the 
new policy. He said: “So far, we have not taken any steps 
in that direction, but I imagine that practically, the 
importance of those incentives will disappear when the 
set exchange rate for the Sudanese pound disappears. All 
those incentives were based on the transfer of funds by 
expatriates through the banking system, in accordance 
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with the set rate. A certain incentive was placed on each 
sum returned by the expatriate. We encourage expatri- 
ates or investors not to deal with the black market, as it 
no longer exists. There is no sense, then, for such 
inducements, since whoever wants to return his funds to 
Sudan will be treated equally, according to the free 
market rate. Moreover, the Sudanese economy is moving 
towards the gradual withdrawal of concessions that were 
granted to various groups, because the class benefitting 
from those concessions is a very small segment of citi- 
zens. For example, we find that subsidized bread is made 
from wheat that is used by less than 10 percent of the 
people, those being city dwellers. The remaining 90 
percent eat corn, which is entirely unsubsidized. The 
withdrawal of the subsidy means the withdrawal of a 
special concession to city dwellers who make bread from 
wheat. When the program reaches its conclusion, there 
will be no state concessions to any group. We expect that 
some time will pass before we complete the measures 
connected with this new policy.” 


On the expected budget deficit resulting from the new 
policies, he said that the gvernment faced two choices: 
“Either we implement those measures and end up with a 
deficit or we don't implement them, and arrive at 
approximately the same deficit. It was this that encour- 
aged us to take those measures if we were to liberalize the 
Sudanese economy. The coming deficit is as it should be, 
and could not be avoided without external support. We 
could not halt production and state activities , so we 
decided to accept the deficit as a risk. 


“As for the deficit resulting from freeing the exchange 
rate, we dealt with it by raising the graduated subsidy on 
goods. 


“Sudan will be unable to pay off its foreign loans before 
rescuing the country’s economy. "We are now 
attempting to pay off urgent loans and we hope that the 
lenders will continue to support Sudan. There are many 
organizations, like the World Bank, the African Devel- 
opment Bank, and other sources that have extended 
loans to us. We are not facing any problems, and we 
assume resposibility for timely installment payments to 
the lenders. As for long-term loans, we are informing the 
lenders of our commitment to repayment and apologize 
to them for our present inability to repay. The Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund [IMF] is among those. In our 
recent negotiations with the IMF, we agreed that the 
country needs a strong dose of medicine, but our discus- 
sion did not go beyond generalities. This is something 
that can take place at any symposium. We disagreed with 
the IMF on the matter of the exchange rate. They asked 
us to lower the rate of the pound in two stages after six 
months, but what we have done is something that went 
for radical treatment, beyond the gradual policy that the 
IMF called for. The IMF no longer has any chance to 
even tempt the Sudan and can do no more than offer 
advice, since it has not paid us anything since 1986.“ 


There was mention that Sudan withdrew support from 


students studying abroad, but the minister said that the 
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state had covered two-thirds of the educational costs for 
those students, who numbered approximately 20,000. 
The number recently decreased to | 1,000. What occured 
after freeing the exchange rate is that we decided to 
continue the support. The state currently pays 70 
Sudanese pounds, instead of 20 pounds, to the fathers of 
the students for every dollar they need. This situation 
cannot continue for long, however, as the cost of this 
support will amount to 500 million pounds during the 
next five months, while the university tuition expendi- 
tures in the country’s 10 universities will amount to $600 
million for the same time period. This reveals the 
intrinsic flaw in this matter, and we have to put an end 
to it.“ 


Hamdi on Differences with World Bank 


92AF0681A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
10 Apr 92 p 10 


[Interview with Finance Minister ‘Abd-al-Rahim Hamdi 
by "Imad Mustafa in Khartoum, date not given: 
“Sudanese Finance Minister: Major Economic Sectors 
Responding To Liberalization Policies”} 

[Text] Sudanese Finance Minister "Abd-al-Rahim 
Hamdi emphasized that his government has decided to 
abandon gradual price liberalization in favor of compre- 
hensive liberalization, now that it has created a climate 
conducive to such action. He added, in an interview with 
AL-HAYAH, that the International Monetary Fund 
[IMF] did not have preconditions for its talks with 
Sudan and pointed out that the gradual lifting of price 
subsidies has widened the budget deficit. The text of the 
interview follows: 


[Mustafa] What options were available following the 
recent evaluation of economic performance? Why was it 
decided to discard the policy of normalization? 


{[Hamdi} Policies had to be adopted in order to complete 
the normalization of the Sudanese economy by the end 
of the three-year program. The was a general tendency 
towards the immediate adoption of the comprehensive 
strategy program. Of course, time factors also contrib- 
uted to the adoption of this resolution at this time. The 
economy had reached a stage where prices are 60 percent 
liberalized, and it was our considered opinion, having 
reached that stage, that no violent shock would ensue if 
we moved on to comprehensive liberalization, because 
only the government and certain state-controlled crops 
would be affected. We also ascertained that the budget 
deficit would still be 25 billion Sudanese pounds, 
whether the liberalization is gradual or immediate. 


[Mustafa] A policy of normalization would have sub- 
stantial impact on the price [cost] of production factors. 
How is this to be handled, especially in the farm sector, 
which is meant to drive development? 


{Hamdi] That was not a sudden decision. We have 
created a climate suitable for it by liberalizing farm 
product prices more than a year ago, from production all 
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the way through distribution. Any adjustments in the 
cost of imported components of the farm sector can, 
therefore, be immediately absorbed. While prices 
jumped for products that are no longer subsidized, such 
as bread, whose price rose to 2.5 pounds a loaf after 
subsidies were withdrawn, wheat prices have consis- 
tently declined, thanks to higher productivity. A rise in 
production costs in the farm sector will therefore have a 
negligible impact. 


[Mustafa] What can be done about the trade slump, in 
view of rising prices in the wake of liberalizing the 


pound’s exchange rate? 


[Hamdi] A partial recession may occur in certain sectors 
that were formerly booming, such as agriculture, ship- 
ping, and warehousing, which are fundamental eco- 
nomic sectors. Certain industrial sectors may also expe- 
rience a slowdown, but not because of those policies. 
Rather, Sudanese industry has developed along produc- 
tion lines with structural factors that cause low levels of 
productivity. These factors include huge subsidies to 
energy, unjustified protectionism, and the marketing of 
products in black markets at exorbitant prices. Industry, 
therefore, needs a fundamental change brought about by 
economic and structural factors. The building materials 
sector may, in the long run, experience price increases of 
between 10 and 20 percent, but such increases would 
stimulate small local industries. 


{Mustafa} To what extent was the liberalization decision 
influenced by IMF negotiations? The experiment of 
liberalizing exchange rates requires making foreign 
exchange reserves available in order to balance supply 
and demand. Are there plans to make those reserves 
available? 


[Hamdi] It was not the purpose of IMF negotiations to 
impose conditions on us. The negotiations were within 
the framework of Article 4 of the IMF charter. The IMF 
follows the same procedure with all countries, including 
the United States, which suffers from the largest deficit 
in the world. Recent discussions, held at the invitation of 
the Sudanese Government, were to familiarize [the IMF] 
with Sudanese economic developments. The IMF, on 
finding out about recent measures, returned immedi- 

ately to learn the details. The latest session was not 
pre-scheduled and there was no specific draft agreement. 
Generally speaking, the IMF delegation offers advice 
and analysis on the extent of the economic problem and 
how to solve it. We disagree with them on three funda- 
mental issues. They asked that currency be liberalized in 
two steps at two rates, then be liberalized in a subsequent 
step, but we affected total liberalization. Another differ- 
ence of opinion is that they asked that the economic 
impact of devaluation be immediately manifest, but we 
were committed to a policy of gradual [reform] and 
continued to subsidize energy by 50 percent and to 
subsidize bread and medicine. The third disagreement 
was over the size of the budget deficit. Because they 
wanted to liberalize all economic aspects, they expected 
huge revenues to be generated and they also expected the 
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deficit to be minor. That was not practical, however, 
since deficits do not develop out of desire to create them, 
but are dictated by imperatives such as the absence of 
foreign assistance, which forced us to fund development 
programs at the expense of [worsening] inflation. 


Which leads us to the second part of the question on the 
availability of reserves. We have liberalized prices, and 
we requested $1.5 billion from the IMF in May 1990, but 
our awareness of possible political intervention led us to 
{a policy of] self-reliance. We started this program a year 
and a half ago, and the Sudanese economy has not been 
exposed to inflation nor did prices spiral upward. 


[Mustafa] What are these measures that you said would 
follow recent economic policies, and to what extent will 
they help attract investors? 


[Hamdi} The policies stage has now been completed, but 
certain measures on subsidies have not been completed, 
such as lifting the 50-percent subsidy on energy. A 
portion of that may be lifted under the current budget, 
and the remainder in next year’s budget, in addition to 
removing subsidies on medicine and bread, and having 
students seek education abroad at their own expense. 


No decree is needed for customs duties, whose rates will 
be increased gradually by administrative order. 


Al-Turabi: Movement Not Conspiracy 


92AF0658C Khartoum AL-SUDAN AL-HADITH 
in Arabic 23 Mar 92 p 2 


[Article: “Dr. al-Turabi in interview With Yemeni News- 
paper AL-UMMAH: ‘They Needed Conspiratorial Alle- 
gations To Explain Islamic Event’”’] 


{Text} In an interview published in the 27 February 1992 
issue of the Yemeni newspaper AL-UMMAH, Dr. Hasan 
al-Turabi, secretary general of the Islamic Arab Popular 
Conference, gave the following answer in response to 
AL-UMMAH’s question: It is still perceived that the 
National Salvation Government is a part, or a segment, 
of the dissolved [National] Islamic Front [NIF]? Would 
you comment? 


Dr. al-Turabi answered: “The suspicion of a link 
between the NIF and the entrenched regime in Sudan 
has been propagated for a long time by the enemies of 
that regime. Perhaps the reason for it is that Islam has 
become a stranger in Sudan and its presence is almost 
limited to the Islamic movement, which has changed 
supporters, leadership, objectives, and methods. It even 
changed its name to the National Islamic Front. When- 
ever people notice a manifestation of Islam, either in 
dress or speech, they attribute it to the NIF, because of 
estrangement to Islam and of the obliviousness of others. 


“That Islam should be brought to Sudan by soldiers and 
officers is nothing unusual. Those party leaders who 
ruled Sudan when the parties governed, or aspects of 
public life when transitory revolutionary regimes come 
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to the fore, or among the commanders of military 
organizations—they always come from the modern 
sector. The modern sector was nationalistic in the fifties 
and found expression in student elections and elections 
of educated professionals, of [university] graduates, and 
of the leaders of armed forces in the late sixties. Then the 
socialist current prevailed. Sudan was not unique in that 
respect. The whole country was nationalistic in the 
fifties, in the days of independence from imperialism, 
then it was enveloped in the veil of the socialist call. The 
armed forces were led by socialists and so were elections 
by [university] graduates, student associations, and pro- 
fessional organizations. Sudan was also not unique when 
was Islam’s turn to inherit the legacy. The whole char- 
acter of the modern sector has become Islamic since the 
seventies, and the Islamists have prevailed wherever you 
might go in the sectors of graduates, student associa- 
tions, and professional unions. When a group of officers 
rose to save the country from partisan failure and 
corruption, they also were Islamists. Even the cycle of 
partisan failure and corruption was not unique. Sudan 
has tried that regime once and found it detrimental time 
and time again. The regime would end up falling and the 
Sudanese people would resort to the armed forces, which 
have an Islamic face this time. 


‘People are not used to the armed forces being religious, 
because they were raised in the lap of imperialism. They 
never expected that Islam would come to them via the 
armed forces. Indeed, the armed forces were used many 
times to repel the Islamist trend emanating from the 
people in many of the Muslim countries, which shall 
remain nameless. 


‘They rejected the notion that Islam could come through 
the military leadership and thought that there must be a 
conspiracy by the NIF. But the change was obvious to all 
observers of this page of triumphant history, and no 
conspiratorial allegations are needed to explain away 
this development. The Islamist face of the new regime 
grew stronger, and so did rumors that responsibility lay 
with the NIF. Not only does the NIF claim no such 
responsibility, but it was also held responsible for 
Islamic manifestations emerging in the Arab and African 
region. Some of those who do not extrapolate from the 
nation’s historical development and its renaissance 
everywhere, forget that this uniform phenomenon is 
driven by the fact that the entire nation repents to the 
same Islam. They resort in fear to such silly allegations. 
This development is much more dangerous for the 
enemies of Islam, and is much bigger than a certain 
Islamist front in a certain country.” 


AL-UMMAH asked: “Why does the Egyptian regime 
insist on its hostility to Sudan, regardless of the regime in 
power, and what causes Husni Mubarak to state that he 
cannot deal with Hasan al-Turabi, even though you were 
once an advocate of rapprochement with Egypt?” 


Al-Turabi answered: “First, let us absolve the Egyptian 
people of this nationalistic prejudice. I would even 
absolve large segments of the Egyptian regime. But other 
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segments continue to harbor the virus of imperialistic 
outlook that drove Muhammad ‘Ali Pasha in the old 
days to conquer Sudan much like Western nations con- 
quer countries under occupation, and to enter it with the 
sole intention of expanding authority, as was the usual 
practice of many Muslim rulers who used to raid their 
neighbors and annex their countries, except that they 
[the latter] used to rule in the same way that they ruled 
the motherland, in whose interests the colony and its 
people and resources were being exploited. That is a 
alien, materialistic concept unknown to Muslims, even 
when they complained or paid allegiances. But 
Muhammad ’Ali Pasha wanted to imitate the West in 
every respect in his domestic and foreign policies. He 
conquered Sudan in search of gold, slaves, taxes, and [to 
recruit] soldiers, because the Egyptians used to shun the 
military. Things ultimately ended up with the Islamic 
revolution, but the virus has since remained in the minds 
of certain leaders.” 


Conference on Islam in Africa Reviewed 


Al-Bashir at First Session 


EA 1804220092 Khartoum SUNA in English 
0935 GMT 18 Apr 92 


[Excerpts] Chairman of the Revolution Command 
Council (RCC) [Lieutenant] General "Umar al- Bashir 
attended Friday [17 April] evening the opening session 
of the First International Islamic Conference in Africa at 
the Friendship Hall. The conference is organized by the 
Islamic Thought and Culture Society under the motto of 
“Freedom and the Path of Construction” and was 
addressed by the society’s chairman, Professor Mud- 
dathir ’Abd-al- Rahim, who said the group had been 
working for a year to hold this international conference. 


[passage omitted] 


For International People’s Friendship (IPF), Mustafa 
Isma’il who map out that communism and capitalism 
were the obstacles that hindered the spread of Islam in 
Africa. [sentence as received] 


“The communism is now over,” said Professor *Abd- 
al-Rahim, adding that the imperialistic power had failed 
to stop the Islamic spread and Islam had witnessed a 
realistic victory in the world. He further called for 
supporting Libya to face the sanctions imposed against 
it, saying that the same [sanctions] might extend to all 
Islamic (?nations). 


[The] chairman of the Kenyan delegation and [the] 
Somalian state minister for foreign affairs also addressed 
the conference. [passage omitted] 


The conference will continue sessions to discuss issues 
concerning the Islamic history, spread and confrontation 
between Islam and colonialism in Africa. The conference 
is scheduled to close session on 20 April. 
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Papers Presented 
EA2104094792 Khartoum SUNA in English 
0923 GMT 20 Apr 92 


[Text] The first international conference on Islam in 
Africa resumed meeting on Sunday [19 April]. Three 
papers were presented during the first session. The first 
one was on traditional religion in Africa. The paper 
underlined the citizens’ adherence to traditional religion. 
The second paper was on Islam in Africa, reviewing 
Islamic groups in Africa and their activities. The third 
paper tackled the phenomenon of tribal alliances in 
Ethiopia. It presented the factors that led to the collapse 
of Mengistu’s regime and the aspects of Western aspira- 
tion in the Horn of Africa area. Three papers were also 
presented during the second session. The first paper 
concentrated on Islam in Zimbabwe. The second paper 
tackled the Islamisation movement in West Africa. The 
third paper focused on political Islam in Algeria and its 
progress. 


Islamic Aims in Africa 


EA2204112692 Khartoum SUNA in English 
1040 GMT 21 Apr 92 


[Text] The first international conference of Islam on 
Africa wound up sessions Monday [20 April] and issued 
its recommendations and resolutions. 


The conference underscored the necessity of Islamic 
associations in Africa working to revive the religion. It 
confirmed the importance of early education, and 
encouraged the reviewing of educational curricula to 
ensure that it is consistent with the African society. 
[sentence as received] 


The conference also recommended that participants take 
into consideration cultural and public orientation insti- 
tutions, and also study the traditional religions and open 
a serious dialogue with their adherents. 


The conference called on combating all the anti-Islamic 
plans, and warned of the danger of the new international 
order. 


Additionally, the conference called for supporting Libya 
and rejected the economic blockade imposed upon the 
Libyan people. It also called on the disputing factions in 
Somalia to reach a reasonable solution. 


It recommended that individuals, corporations, and gov- 
ernments should support the Islamic thought and culture 
movement in Africa. 


It is to be mentioned that the conference, which was 
organized by the Islamic Thought and Culture Societyn, 
in coordination with the Council for International Peo- 
ple’s Friendship, CIPF, started its work on the 16th of 
April, and reviewed a number of research papers. 


JPRS-NEA-92-060 
7 May 1992 


NTA Seeks To Join World Parliamentary Union 


92AF0577D London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
12 Mar 92 p § 


[Article by Muhammad Abu-Hasbu: “Khartoum Asks 
National Council Admission to International Parliamentary 
Union”} 


[Text] AL-HAYAH has learned from informed Sudanese 
and British diplomatic sources that the Sudanese Gov- 
ernment has submitted an unpublicized official request 
to the International Parliamentary Union to admit the 
Sudanese National Transitional Assembly [NTA] (par- 
liament), which was appointed last month, to union 
membership. 


The sources said that the request caused embarrassment 
and division of opinion within the union, with one 
group, including union president Michael Marshall, 
believing that the admission of the new Sudanese 
assembly is apt to impose conditions on the government 
of Lt. Gen. "Umar al-Bashir and shackle it in terms of the 
parliament’s role and democratic measures it ought to 
observe in legislation and its independence from the 
National Salvation Revolution Command Council's mil- 
itary influence. Another group believes that Sudan's 
admission means international recognition of a parlia- 
ment that is supposed to be a watchdog of the executive 
power, but does not have this power because he is the 
one that appointed it. 


This group also said that, even if the opinion advocating 
the admission of the Sudanese parliament for the pur- 
pose of “curtailing [possibly typo] and guiding” it should 
prevail, the union will seek to make the NTA’s admis- 
sion conditional on a short term, in view of the fact that 
it is not elected. This is in addition to obligating Sudan to 
comply with human rights and refrain from harboring 
terrorist groups. 


The sources, who asked that they not be identified, 
added that the Sudanese Government “seems to be 
intent on gaining admittance aid that, to achieve that, it 
has asked several parties to persuade the union to accept 
the Sudanese request.” 


Last Monday, a meeting was held in London between 
Sudanese representatives and British House of Com- 
mons deputies, including one of the three deputies who 
went to Khartoum to open the NTA session. During the 
meeting, several issues were raised, including the new 
parliament’s cause. AL-HAYAH has learned from 
sources who took part in the meeting that the British 
deputies who visited Khartoum submitted a report, 
which they describe as “extremely negative,” to the 
British Foreign Office and the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee in Parliament about the formation of the new 
NTA and its powers, despite the fact that they said in 
Khartoum that the NTA represented a positive step. 


The same sources emphasized that these deputies’ visit 
to Khartoum did not represent the British Government, 
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which actually opposed the visit, or the British House of 
Commons, to which they belong. They made it clear that 
the visit was a personal one in response to invitations 
that Khartoum sent to some British deputies. 


The three British deputies made it clear that their 
meetings in Khartoum with Dr. Hasan al-Turabi, leader 
of the National Islamic Front, “was unproductive 
because al-Turabi did not express his willingness to 
change his position,” and that they understood from 
what he said that “in the long run, he intends to apply 
Islamic shari’ah [religious law] throughout Sudan.” They 
also indicated that Gen. al-Bashir intimated in his 
meeting with them that he “intends to solve the south 
Sudan problem militarily.” 


Economic Reform, Trade, World Bank Reviewed 


92AF0681B London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
14 Apr 92 p 10 


[Article by Malik Ja’far: “Sudan Denounces ‘Two-Sided’ 
World Bank Policies; Gulf Investments Channeled 
Through Domestic Partners”’] 

[Text] Sudanese Finance Minister ‘Abd-al-Rahim 
Hamdi yesterday denounced the World Bank's “two- 
sided” and contradictory policies towards Sudan, and 
said that the bank’s suspension of Sudan’s membership 
and its refusal to reconsider was primarily a political 
position. 

Hamdi told AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in a statement 
yesterday that the Sudanese Government would con- 
tinue a policy of “self-reliance” in attracting long-range 
investments needed to build the economic infrastruc- 
ture, and on whose flow current policies depend for their 
success. 


However, other economists in Sudan expressed doubts 
to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT that the Sudanese Govern- 
ment would be able to obtain infrastructure investments 
from the Western banking without agreement 
from the World Bank, in whose decisions the U.S. plays 
a major role. 


Hamdi explained that commercial and industrial banks 
in Sudan continue to maintain short-term credit facili- 


Government would continue to run its economy at a 
budget deficit estimated at 25 billion Sudanese pounds 
by the end of this year. He said that there is no relief 
from the worsening deficit crisis, except by boosting 
production and exports. 


The Sudanese Finance Minister said that the two- 
sidedness of World Bank loan policies is evident in the 
fact that Egypt, which owes $25 billion to Western banks 
and whose debt ratio to GDP is 8 percent on average, 
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still gets loans from the Western banking system and 
Western credit institutions, led by the World Bank. 


He pointed out that the bank is denying Sudan long- 
range credit lines, even though its debt ratio to GDP is 
lower than Egypt's. 


Dr. ‘Ali al-Hajj, economic counsellor to the Sudanese 
“Salvation Revolution” Council, told AL-SHARQ AL- 
AWSAT the day before yesterday that Sudan receives 
between $1.8 million and $2 million daily in funds from 
Western and Gulf Arab states, and that those funds are 
invested in the Sudanese economy. ‘Ali al-Hajj, who 
heads the General Investment Authority in Sudan, said 
that the Arab Gulf states account for 60 percent of 
investments flowing into Khartoum. He pointed out, 
however, that Arab investments enter Sudan through the 
Sudanese partners of Arab investors abroad. 


Prof. Muhammad Hashim ‘Awad, former Sudanese min- 
ister of finance and an opponent of the Sudanese Gov- 
ernment’s current fiscal policies, said that he doubted 
the accuracy of ’Ali al-Hajj’s figures. He quoted reliable 
sources at the Bank of Sudan—the central bank—that 
funds received by the bank, both from investors and 
from Sudanese expatriates, have averaged no more than 
$1 million per day for approximately the past five years. 


In another development, the economic counsellor to the 
Sudanese Salvation Revolution Council attacked the 
World Bank and criticized its [decision] linking credit to 
Sudan to prevailing economic developments whose 
price, as he put it, Sudan has already paid. ‘Ali al-Haijj 
described the World Bank as an “international bureau- 
cracy” that wastes its loans on [its own] worker salaries 
and expenses, and that developing nations do not benefit 
fully from the loans it extends. 


But Prof. Muhammad Hashim ‘Awad emphasized in a 
statement to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT yesterday that 
recently announced Sudanese government policies to lift 
subsidies, including the decision announced last 
weekend by Minister of Finance 'Abd-al-Rahim Hamdi 
to raise the prices of gasoline, kerosene, and bread, were 
all aimed at placating the World Bank. The Sudanese 
Government, by raising prices, aims at boosting state 
revenues in the hope of eliminating the deteriorating 
budget deficit. Muhammad Hashim ‘Awad chided the 
government for linking its price-hiking decision to the 
economic blockade of Libya, and said that the World 
Bank had, at its recent meeting with the Sudanese 
Government, criticized the worsening Treasury deficit 
and suspended its negotiations with Sudan until the 
deficit is eliminated. 


When announcing gasoline price hikes, Sudanese Min- 
ister of Finance ‘Abd-al-Rahim Hamdi had said that the 
measure was a result of the Western economic blockade 
of Libya which, as he put it, supplies Sudan's petroleum 
needs. His statement came just one day before another 
Statement to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT, in which the 
counsellor to the Salvation Revolution Council said that 
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Sudan would not be affected by the economic air 
blockade of Libya, because its Libyan oil imports are 
shipped by sea. 


The counselor stated in a telephone conversation with 
AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT the day before yesterday that 
he sees no contradiction between his statements on the 
blockade of Libya and the finance minister's decision to 
lift the gasoline subsidy on the pretext of that blockade. 
He asserted that Ibrahim Hamdi decided to remove the 
subsidies as a precautionary measure, lest the economic 
blockade of Libya should develop into a military strike 
that would cut off Sudan’s oil supplies. This is aside from 
the fact that the agreement to import Libyan oil has not 
been renewed. 


The decision to raise gasoline and kerosene prices has led 
to higher prices for most consumer goods in the markets 
of Sudanese cities. Prices of meat shot up to 280 pounds 
per kg, bread to 8 pounds, tomatoes to 20 pounds per kg, 
and potatoes to 25 pounds. Economists partially attrib- 
uted hikes in meat prices to government policies that 
encourage exports at the expense of [local] consumption 
in its quest for needed foreign exchange. 


Sudan presently exports cattle to Egypt, Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia, Libya, and Iran. Economists put those exports at 
a weekly average of 7,000 head of cattle. Specialists warn 
that sustained exports of this magnitude would cause a 
depletion of animal resources. 


However, the Sudanese minister of finance emphasized 
to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT that he intends to boost 
Sudanese cattle exports and that his ministry would not 
at all object if cattle exports increased from 7,000 head 
per week to 7,000 head per day! 


He said that talk of animal resource depletion is non- 
sense, since Sudan has a broad animal resource base that 
only needs a cohesive shipping network. 


The al-Bashir government advocates rationing wheat 
and sugar, and encourages their export for the same 
reason. Sudan has already embarked on such exports to 
neighboring countries for the first time. 


Asked by AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT whether the govern- 
ment will intervene to stop the sharp rise in food prices 
by capping their increments, Salvation Revolution 
Council counselor ‘Ali al-Hajj said that Sudan’s eco- 
nomic policies do not favor market intervention to move 
prices. ‘Ali al-Hajj explained that the government will 
allow the law of supply and demand to reach equilibrium 
and restore prices to their true levels. 


Prof. Muhammad Hashim ‘Awad also said that lower 
domestic consumption resulted in a surplus of wheat and 
sugar in the Sudan, which prompted the export of those 
two commodities for the first time in many years. 
Government sources attribute lower consumption to 
rationing and awareness. Dr. ‘Awad, on the other hand, 
attributes it to soaring prices that rendered many fami- 
lies unable to meet the exorbitant cost of purchasing 
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goods. The former minister of finance added that the 
situation is in the interest of storekeepers, because the 
grip of storekeeper members of the National Islamic 
Front has tightened on commercial facilities of all types. 


Kenyan Nonaggression Pact Expected Soon 
924F0658A Khartoum AL-INQADH AL-WATANI 
in Arabic 23 Mar 92 p 1 


{Article by Ayman Muhi-al-Din: “Ready To Sign Non- 
Aggression Pact With Kenya”’] 


{Excerpt] Kenyan President Daniel Arap Moi pledged 
that Kenya will discontinue its support and facilities to 
the rebel movement. He said that a former Kenyan 
undersecretary for foreign affairs had orchestrated sup- 
port for the rebels, but that he has recently been 
removed. 


Lt. Gen. "Umar al-Bashir, president of the Revolutionary 
Command Council, said that Moi assured him of the 
Kenyan Government’s willingness to sign a nonaggres- 
sion pact with Sudan and that his undersecretary for 
foreign affairs would come to Khartoum after the ["Id 
al-Fitr] holiday in order to sign the pact. 


Al-Bashir’s statement was part of the clarification 
{report} he gave yesterday to the Council of Ministers on 
the talks he had with the Kenyan president, which, he 
pointed out, were a follow-up to a previous dialogue at 
the Lusaka Conference on Preferential Trade. 


Lt. Gen. al-Bashir said that the talks focused on the 
Kenyan Government's facilities and direct aid to the 
rebel movement, such as allowing the rebels to use 
Kenyan ports, airports, and soil to transit and transport 
rebel movement military and administrative supplies, 
not to mention that certain Kenyan officials condone 
that situation, which supports the rebels in this direct 
fashion. 


Al-Bashir pointed out that Sudan has asked the Kenyan 
president to promptly terminate aid and other military 
and administrative facilities to the rebels; otherwise 
Sudan would resort to a policy of like treatment, espe- 
cially since armed Kenyan opposition had a previous 
presence when it sought refuge on Sudanese soil, and 
now seeks a base from which to launch its operations. 


He added that the dialogue with President Moi would 
continue during the Relief Conference scheduled for 
Addis Ababa. 


AL-INQADH AL-WATANI points out that the talks 
between the two presidents [also] touched on the diffi- 
culties that Sudanese officials encounter at Kenyan ports 
and airports, on the Somali issue, and on African Horn 
problems. [passage omitted] 
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Aviation Accord Signed With Iran 
92AF0660C Khartoum SUNA in English 8 Mar 92 p 7 


[Text] Khartoum, March 8, (SUNA)—Director General 
of the Civil Aviation Corporation, Maj. Gen. (Retd) 
Hashim Hussein Hashim, returned here from Tehran 
concluding a several-day visit to the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. 


During the visit he had talks with the officials in Iran on 
joint cooperation in the field of civil aviation. 


In a press statement to SUNA, Hashim said that an 
agreement in the field of air transport and another on 
establishing an airline between Khartoum and Tehran 


were signed. 


planes and air navigation equipment. 


He explained that the training of Sudanese students in 
Iranian institutes in the spheres of air control and 


aeroplanes’ rehabilitation was agreed upon during the 
authorities to build three airports in the Sudan. 


First Native Administration Conference Ends 


EA1404135092 Khartoum SUNA in English 
1630 GMT 13 Apr 92 


[Text] Kurdufan’s wali [governor] Maj. Gen. Sayyid 
al-Husayni announced here Sunday [12 April] the start 
of a state-wide jihad [holy war] aimed at securing peace 
and stability. The announcement was made at the 
closing session of the first native administration confer- 
ence. The wali issued a decision according to which each 
of the native administration's chieftains will be given the 
title of “amir” and be provided with a machinegun and 
200 bullets. 


The conference recommended that the native adminis- 
tration work for the realization of national unity and 
peaceful co-existence among the tribes, and further assist 
in the development of the countryside. 


The conference also decided that the administration 
would adopt establishment of Popular Defense Force 
camps and raise the banner of jihad among the tribes to 
quell the rebels. 


Meanwhile, Kurdufan’s commissioners and tribal 
leaders offered 61,600 million Sudanese pounds in dona- 
tion to the jihad in addition to 3,000 bags of millet and 
a camel from each herd in Sawdari Province. 
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PDF: Toward Mobilizing the Masses 


Expanded Training Foreseen 
92AF0656A Khartoum AL-INQADH AL-WATANI 
in Arabic 21 Mar 92 p ! 


[Article: “Plan To Develop, Increase Number of PDF 
Camps”) 
[Text] Brigadier General al-'Abbas ‘“Abd-al-Rahman, 


Brig. Gen. al-’Abbas said in a statement to AL-INQADH 
AL-WATANI that by the end of this year recruits from 
all the different sectors will be trained. The general pian 


has been opened in Raga and that a number of volun- 
teers will be trained in the city of Port Sudan. 


In a related matter, Brig. Gen. al-'Abbas announced that 
PDF camps will be opened in al-Du'ayn and Nyala in 


Concerning participation by the Popular Committees in 
duty after their training the PDF, al-' Abbas 
said the legal formula regulating this activity had 
been prepared with the police. Additional numbers from 
the Popular Committees will be trained in the PDF. 
Implementation will begin in the coming penod. 


True Religion Followed 
92AF0656B Khartoum AL-INQADH AL-WATANI in 


[Text] Abu-Dujanah, the commander of the “Red 
fought alongside the Messenger of God (may God bless 
him and grant him peace). In thee, O Messenger of God, 
we have a good example. So it was when the Sudanese 
citizen al-Zubayr named his son after Abu-Dujanah. 
Drawn to jihad and martyrdom, the young man met his 
Lord in the Tuleshi Mountains of South Kordofan. His 
name has gone forth as an active, vigorous movement in 
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the form of a full Popular Defense Forces [PDF] brigade 
that bears his name, because he sought martyrdom and 
strove for it as a believer. 


Composition 


The brigade includes all sons of Sudan and comprises all 
sectors of popular defense. At the beginning of this report on 
the brigade, we met with Staff Colonel al-Amin al-Shaykh 
al-Talih, commander of the Khartoum sector of the PDF, to 
learn how holy warnors [mujahidin] are gathered into the 
brigade. He said: “In accordance with the PDF com- 
mander’s announcement to form the Abu-Dujanah Brigade, 
the brigade is now being formed in all provinces of Sudan. | 
am directing all mujahidin in the Khartoum sector to 
register their names with the Khartoum North sector com- 
mand on al-Ingadh Street. Registration takes place daily 
from 0900 to 1300.” 


Administrative Procedures 


Regarding administrative procedures relating to the sit- 
uation of mujahidin who are government employees or 
students, the commander said: “The PDF works by 
calling up the person and then contacting the agency for 
which he works, whether in the public or in the private 
sector. The PDF fixes the call-up period. The People’s 
Defense Law gives the recruit all the rights and privileges 
given him in his place of work, such as salary, allow- 
ances, and promotions, during the call-up period. The 
student's nght to continue studying is protected.” 
Al-Kharsa’ Brigade Returns 

Mr. Ibrahim ‘Abd-al-Hafiz, PDF general coordinator, 
said: “In recent days, groups of university students have 
returned—students, for example, from the ranks of the 
al-Kharsa’ Brigade—in preparation for the return of the 
remaining mujahidin who have other professions. The 
other brigade—Abu-Dujanah—will then leave for the 
operations areas. It was named after the martyr Abv- 


Dujanah al-Zubayr, who met his death in the operations 
areas of South Kordofan. 


“This amounts to a call to all fighting brothers to 
respond to the call of duty: ‘O believers, respond to the 
call of God and His Prophet when he calls you to what 
will give you life.’ [Koran 8:24] God also has said: ‘O 
believers, go out in the cause of God, whether light or 
heavy, and strive in the service of God with wealth and 
soul." [Koran 9:41] 


“This brigade is being organized during the month of 
Ramadan, the month of jihad—the month of Badr and 
the conquest of Mecca.” 


Brigade's Activity in South 


Mr. Ibrahim ‘Abd-al-Hafiz said the Abu-Duj.ueh Bn- 
gade will continue the mission that the al-Ahwal and 
al-Kharsz’ [brigades] began in southern Sudan, sup- 
porting the Armed Forces in the operations area. The 
brigade will continue the mission of calling to God and 
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raising morale. It will work to allay the severe shortage of 
teachers and doctors; this, in addition to the lively 
interaction within the brigade between the mujahidin, 
who are students, engineers, and doctors, and those who 
are illiterate and herdsmen. 


Jihad Brigades To Continue 


The general coordinator said that the southward move- 
ment of jihad brigades will continue uninterrupted in 
war and in peace, so that the course of revolution and 
change may continue. The work of the brigades will be 
even greater in peacetime, to strengthen relations 
between the citizens of the south and support the process 
of development and participation begun by the PDF. 


Al-Ahwal Linked Southern Citizens and Those in Khaki 


AL-INQADH AL-WATANI interviewed Mr. Ahmad 
al-Rida Jabir, a member of the National Council and 
head of the Refugee and Relief Department, formerly of 
the Political Department. He said that “The experience 
of the al-Ahwal Brigade was the best witness and proof 
that the concept of popular defense is not limited to 
preparing a group of young people and citizens for war, 
it is also preparation for peace. This means preparing 
citizens to reach the stage of peace. The al-Ahwal Brigade 
was the best witness to how cooperation can be fostered 
between citizens of the south and those in khaki. People 
have come to conceive of those in uniform as being 
skilled at nothing else. This is a misconception that the 
al-Ahwal Brigade and the PDF in general are working to 
change, by providing an example of construction, 
building, education, and linking citizens to a culture that 
covers all parts of Sudan. Southern citizens would never 
have believed this, had they not seen the al-Ahwal 
Brigade and the other brigades that followed it, pro- 
viding services and moving equipment with specialized 
personnel.” 


Citizens Extend Brigades’ Call-Up Period 


Mr. Ahmad al-Rida Jabir added that southern citizens 
were demanding that the PDF brigades be kept after 
their period of work is finished due, to the services to 
which they had become accustomed in all areas. There 
was even a demand that PDF centers be established in 
administrative centers and provincial capitals. This 
proves how well members of the PDF had conducted 
themselves in accordance with the provisions of the true 
religion. 


Camps Needed in Extreme South 


Mr. John (Nuka Fika), a member of the Northern Upper 
Nile National Council, spoke about the role that PDF 
origades were playing: “The best thing that Zarzurah 
Camp has done is to spread Islamic consciousness. They 
are working hard to bring about peace. Despite the 
different terrain, we in Northern Upper Nile are needed 
to train citizens in the extreme south and Eastern Upper 
Nile in the jungles.” 
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(Nero Lubi}—Eastern Equatoria, Kapoeta 


“The Toposa and all citizens of Equatoria are welcoming 
the PDF. The al-Kharsa’ Brigade has given aid to the 
citizens.” 


Al-Kharsa’ Continues al-Ahwal’s Effort 


Mr. Hasan Isma’il, a member of the Popular Committee 
in Kapoeta, Eastern Equatoria, said that “The al-Ahwal 
Brigade had been in the forward defenses of the city of 
Juba. It helped the citizens, offered them food and 
training, and helped allay the shortage of school teachers. 
The work of al-Ahwal was continued by al-Kharsa’. 
Following the random shelling of Juba by the rebels, 
al-Kharsa’ went out to the forward defenses, rescued 
citizens, and treated them during the shelling. Along 
with the Armed Forces, the brigade helped destroy the 
battery the rebels were using to shell the city of Juba.” 


So strongly do the citizens of Equatoria love the PDF 
brigades, that the People’s Committee held a large fes- 
tival welcoming the arrival of al-Kharsa’ and bidding 
farewell to al-Ahwal last year. Preparations are now 
underway to receive Abu-Dujanah and bid farewell to 
al-Kharsa’. 


Women’s Role Reviewed 


92AF0656C Khartoum AL-INQADH AL-WATANI 
in Arabic 23 Mar 92 p 5 


[Article by Muhammad Mustafa al-Ma’mun: “Women 
in Heart of Battle’’} 


[Text] 


Sudanese Women: Participants in Jihad or Spectators? 


An easy question to answer! The ease with which it can 
be answered comes because Sudanese women are distin- 
guished from other women of the world by modesty, 
dignity, and wisdom. Yet the question implies that it is 
difficult for Sudanese women to get ahead, for the 
patient woman is more valued than the learned one, and 
the woman who is a mother has become illiterate with 
the Western advance. Until recently, the cycle of 
“mirror,” “makeup,” “trousseau,” and “husband” was 
the concern of women. Yet the figures and evidence 
confirm that Sudanese women once carried on jihad and 
still do so. In the past, women carried on jihad side by 
side with the Prophet (may God bless him and give him 
peace) and deflected the arrows from him. Related to the 
jihad of the female companions of the Prophet and the 
jihad of Sudanese women are Mahirah Bint-’Abbud and 
Rabihah al-Kinaniyah. The young women of the Popular 
Defense Forces [PDF] have marched forth, saturated 
with faith. They have entered battle and helped kindle 
the flame of “‘the first” jihad [i.e., jihad directed against 
an external enemy] with the soldiers of Kordofan. They 
have carried guns, food, medicine, and clothing. They 
have run convoys. They have taken up positions for the 
sake of God. 
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The real answer to the question whether women are 
participants or spectators in jihad is that when the 
establishment of the PDF camps was announced, about 
512 young women thronged to Khawr "Umar Camp 
seeking to be trained and bear arms. There were 115 at 
Halfa, 110 at Wad Madani, and 127 at Shandi. There 
were 265 young women representing the First Nusaybah 
Brigade at Kadugli, 350 in the Second Nusaybah Brigade 
at Dilling, 150 from the civil service leadership, and 132 
teachers. 


Forty-two Women Martyrs at Lagowa, Keilak 


Immediately after graduation, the women active’y par- 
ticipated in jihad. The sight of four female recruits of the 
al-Zahra’ Brigade remains vivid in the minds of the 
rebels. They included ’Awatif al-Sawi, Fatimah Maysun, 
and Tayyibah Isma’il, who helped ward off rebel attacks 
from the villages of (Atu) and (Dalibah) in the country- 
side near Dilling, using a 42 [mm] gun after the death of 
the soldier who was firing it. Refusing to surrender to the 
rebels, they inflicted eight deaths on them, including a 
second lieutenant. The districts of Lagowa and Keilak 
provided 42 women martyrs. 


Women in the Heart of Tuleshi 


Sudanese women have played the role of mothers and 
wives, urging holy warriors [mujahidin] to go to the 
battlefields. We remember the behavior of the mother of 
martyred Air Force Major General Mukhtar Muhamma- 
dayn and how she shouted jubilantly when she received 
news that her son had died in battle. 


As for the behavior of the woman who urged her only 
son, a colonel, to the battle of “those who charge in the 
morning” [cf. Koran 100:3], it was recorded by the 
“Fields of Sacrifice” camera in past episodes. Women of 
the First al-Zahra’ Brigade also participated in the har- 
vest in the districts of South Kordofan. Women operated 
a number of convoys into the operations zones. 
Women’s student unions from Holy Koran University 
and Omdurman Islamic University and the General 
Union of Sudanese Women participated in this. 


Moreover, women provided hot meals for soldiers in the 
thick of the attack on plundered Tuleshi. Since women in 
the PDF stand side by side with their fighting brothers, 
we must review with the reader the achievements of 
women. We will review with a fortunate squadron of 
women mujahidin the contribution of women in jihad. 


Muhayrah in the Battle 


Professor Umm-Rasan Muhammad ’Abdallah said that 
the Muhayrah Ma’a al-Fursan [“Muhayrah of the Cal- 
vary,” after Muhayrah Bint-Jum’ah Ibn-Sa’id Ibn- 
Jum’ah (b. 1933) an Omani female revolutionary] Orga- 
nization is a women’s popular organization that 
mobilizes Sudanese women of all orientations and levels. 
Muhayrah Ma’a al-Fursan operates in all areas, out of its 
belief in the large role and challenge that Sudan is facing 
as it embarks on the battle for honor. Muhayrah had to 
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shoulder its full role in this battle, following in the 
footsteps of Rufaydah, Umm-Sulaym, and ’A’ishah, 
sharing with her brothers, the men, in the fields of battle 
and jihad, competing on the path to immortality and 
paradise. 


Attitude, Path 


Umm-Rasan added that Muhayrah was the best inspira- 
tion to her brother, the man, as he warded off the attacks 
of colonialists, to repeat the same history again, that 
Muhayrah might find herself on the same path and the 
same attitude toward her Sudanese Islamic heritage. 


Women Are Participants in Jihad, Not Spectators 


Umm-Rasan ’Ubaydallah said that the first convoy the 
Organization operated was to the districts of Equatoria. 
It was, indeed, the real beginning of the jihad of 
Sudanese women. The convoy set out for Juba despite 
difficulties, with clear objectives for working in the field 
of jihad with the fighting men of the Armed Forces and 
PDF and unarmed citizens. The visit included all the 
forward defense areas in Eastern Equatoria: Gumba, 
(Nasyutu) Camp, and the Toposa Refugee Camp. It 
included addressing everyone stationed in the front lines 
to strengthen the jihad. Muhayrah Fursan Brigade pre- 
sented modest gifts and went out with patrols. Next, the 
itinerary of Muhayrah Brigade set out for South Kordo- 
fan, where there was steadfastness, perseverance, unity, 
and firm holding to the rope of God—things that work 
miracles and accomplish the greatest victories for Mus- 
lims. “It was a great joy,” said Umm-Rasan ’Ubaydallah 
“to meet the men serving in the jihad, as we recalled 
parts of the biography of the Prophet, so that jihad 
became the character of our life. The same goals and 
means characterized the fierce battle at Dilling. Our path 
in it was , ‘If you help God, He will surely come to your 
aid.” [Koran 47:7]” The motto of the Lagowa convoy 
was, “Medical Good News Detachment.” With the 
expected goals, Muhayrah Brigade came to bandage the 
wounds of the injured, relieve the worries of the muja- 
hidin, and revive the story of Rufaydah by treating the 
sick and aiding the wounded. 


Women in Front Ranks 


Field experience was acquired in the area of medicine. A 
battle-front medical clinic was set up at (Nimr Shafu). In 
addition to a women’s medical unit moving with the 
mujahidin for first aid and evacuation, there was another 
medical clinic at the hospital to receive cases. There was 
also a morale direction unit in the field. It was a splendid 
epic that proved that faith is tested by adversities and 
that adversities fill the heart with strength and produce 
will and resolution. 


Splendid Encounter 


As for the splendor of the encounter, it was in the 
encounter of Muhayrah Ma’a al-Fursan Brigade in the 
district of Keilak and Hajlijah in South Kordofan. The 
significance of the action was that violence and injustice 
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cannot impair the force of faith once it gains sway over 
Muslim hearts. In each of the operations zones, the goals 
grew greater and participation increased. Later came the 
convoy to Northern Upper Nile (al-Rank district). The 
work has again increased and is continuing uninter- 
rupted. In this noble month [of Ramadan], the “tidings 
of victory” convoy set out for the district of Bahr 
al-’Arab with firm steps and strong resolve. 


The Factory for Women 


At the Factory for Women, teacher Ismahan Yasir, the 
officer in charge of the PDF training camp for teachers, 
said, ‘The picture of mutual solidarity and cohesion that 
I found among the female recruits, despite the fact that 
the camp includes recruits from all the provinces of the 
Sudan—east, west, north, south, and central—this was 
the distinctive characteristic of the camp throughout its 
time of existence, which lasted more than two months.” 


Ismahan added that the instructors in the camp were 
amazed by the great readiness shown by educated 
women during the training. A spirit of morale reigned, 
not because of the fatigue and exhaustion they endured 
in training, and not because of the long period they spent 
in drill. 


Rifle a Dream 


From inside the camp, the woman recruit Nahlah 
*Awdah said: “‘The dream of a rifle was a dream that has 
long terapted me. With the outbreak of the revolution in 
Sudan, this dream became reality. I joined the PDF 
camp—the first class at Khawr Umar, then the second 
stage at Shambat Training [Camp] for women teachers.” 


Nahlah stated that ‘The response of Sudanese women to 
the PDF camps has astonished the world, which thought 
that the only place of Sudanese women was the home, 
and that the country’s traditions forbade them to do this. 
The fact that women are entering the camps does not 
mean that Sudanese men are not strong enough for war. 
They are indeed up to the challenge, but Sudanese 
women wanted in this way to stand with Sudanese men 
in the same battle line, just as Nusaybah did with the 
Prophet (may God bless him and grant him peace).” 


Recruit Nahlah ’Awdah added that the mentality of 
Sudanese women is not inferior to that of the women 
companions of the Prophet, notwithstanding the dis- 
tance in time. Indeed, this is a renewal of the past: “By 
entering the camp, I became acquainted with a new 
society and new traditions. I became acquainted with the 
traditions of the different provinces first-hand. I learned 
lessons about Islamic law [shari’ah], fasting, keeping 
vigil at night, and many of the activities that lay up 
riches for people in the treasuries of the All-Merciful.”” 


Nahlah added that women are no less zealous than men. 
“Based on my experiences in the operations zones, 
women made their way into some of the operations 
zones by cooperative taxi. This is what is happening in 
the story of the war with the rebels. They went into 
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operations zones without any patrol—areas like Zar- 
zurah and Banjeila [Dudu] in Northern Upper Nile 
[Province].” 


Deputy in the Family Project 


The woman holy warrior Huda "Umar said: “The role of 
women does not stop with carrying rifles; it goes beyond 
that to ensure the success of the ‘Deputy in the Family 
Project’ sponsored by the PDF coordinating administra- 
tion. Women have played an important role in visiting 
soldiers’ families in Khartoum, Omdurman, and [Khar- 
toum] North to learn their social conditions and to share 
with the soldiers’ families in their absence.” 


Huda added that these visits have changed the families’ 
ideas about the jihad, thereby raising the morale of the 
mujahidin. 

The woman recruit Jawahir Abdallah stated: “‘The visits 
we made to the families of the mujahidin created a 
unique social atmosphere. The aim of the visits was to 
make a scientific study of the conditions of the mujahi- 
din. On the academic side, the Deputy in the Family 
Project has offered families of the mujahidin financial 
support to pay school fees of their brothers and to deal 
with emergencies, such as weddings and funerals.” 


Treatment Card 


Teacher Ilham Ahmad Salih said the following about the 
health services that the PDF’s social care unit provides: 
“The unit has made repeated visits to the Medical Corps 
Hospital to examine wounded mujahidin. We have thus 
offered support to more than 47 cases. The unit directs 
popular agencies, volunteer organizations, and student 
federations to support wounded mujahidin at the Medical 
Corps [hospital].” 


Ilham Salih added that the unit is beginning to imple- 
ment the treatment card project, in conjunction with 
Islamic organizations, to treat the mujahidin. In this 
area, the unit has offered support in excess of 75,000 
[Sudanese] pounds in the form of glasses and doctors’ 
appointments. 


Children and Rifle Together on the Road 


Suhayr Muhammad al-Hasan, who is responsible for 
training and “productive families” in the PDF, said: 
“Female recruits have helped list families of those who 
have died in battle and children of mujahidin, so as to 
give holiday clothes to 270 families of men killed in 
battle in South Kordofan, in addition to a fixed monthly 
salary.” Suhayr added that her unit had formulated a 
plan to hold sewing and tailoring courses, as well as 
courses to teach the children of mujahidin and martyrs 
automobile maintenance and other trades.“ 


Finally, Suhayr rejected the proposition that Sudanese 
women are spectators, rather than participants, in jihad. 
She said that women have carried sons and children 
along with rifles. They have left their families and taken 
care of the families and children of martyrs. They have 
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urged men to fight and have even participated in the 
fighting. They have operated convoys to the operations 
zones. Thus, the real answer is that Sudanese women 
have become participants in jihad, with resolve and will. 


Group Condemns Human Rights Abuses 


92AF0681C London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
1] Apr 92 p 3 


[Article by Muhammad al-Hasan Ahmad: “Sudanese 
Human Rights Organization Denounces Government 
Actions Against Opposition” 


[Text] Dr. Amin Makki Madani, president of the 
Sudanese Human Rights Organization, told AL-SHARQ 
AL-AWSAT that the Council of Secretaries of the Arab 
Organization for Human Rights, meeting in Cairo over 
the past two days, has issued a resolution condemning 
and denouncing the phenomenon of repeatec arrests and 
torture, oppressive measures that extend the captivity of 
Sudanese detainees and opposition [members], confisca- 
tion of belongings, and the revocation of passports. He 
added that the Arab Organization [for Human Rights] 
will work hand-in-hand with the Sudanese Human 
Rights Organization, the Federation of Arab Lawyers, 
and international organizations to have those measures 
rescinded; and that the Sudanese Human Rights Orga- 
nization will hold an important meeting in Cairo next 
Sunday. 


He said that the phenomenon of invalidating family pass- 
ports is intended to terrorize expatriates and blackmail 
them at the hands of [National Islamic] Front [NIF] 
security [agents] at Sudanese embassies abroad. For 
example, he explained, “The Sudanese embassy in Cairo 
confiscated the passports of the Mahmud al-Tijani family 
when it went to the embassy to handle some formalities 
after he left for Gambia. The embassy likewise confiscated 
the family passports of attorney Adam ’Abd-al-Mawli, who 
left for the United States, where he awaits the arrival of his 
kin. The lawyer’s family had gone to the embassy to have 
a power of attorney certified. 


The head of the Sudanese Human Rights Organization 
said that it had received many complaints from 
Sudanese at a number of embassies, especially in Gulf 
countries. 


In another development, information reaching Cairo 
from Khartoum indicates that police authorities are 
seizing certain belongings of those on the list of 170 
names. Others are also candidates for confiscation, 
including Dr. Mansur Khalid, ambassador [to India] 
Sayid Ahmad [name as published] al-Hardallu, and 
Mubarak al-Fadil al-Mahdi, former minister of interior 
in the age of democracy. The government is expected to 
issue a series of other lists over the next few days. 
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Human Rights Abuses Reported 


AB1504100592 London BBC World Service in English 
0630 GMT 14 Apr 92 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] A few hours ago, Amnesty International, the 
international human rights organization, released the 
results of its latest investigation into Sudan and human 
rights in that country. Now, in spite of Sudan Govern- 
ment claims to the contrary, the Amnesty report says 
that torture, brutal beatings, and detentions without trial 
are still common in Sudan, and they are used to try and 
silence government critics. Amnesty International says 
dissenters in Sudan do not get a fair trial. Examples 
include the 27 alleged coup plotters who were executed 
two years ago. ’Abd-al- Azim Hassan ‘Ali Karal is the 
brother of one of those alleged plotters. Last month, on 
the anniversary of the executions, four of his female 
relatives were among a crowd of demonstrators who 
went to lay a wreath in the People’s Palace in Khartoum. 
Karal says they were beaten, arrested, and taken to 
Omdurman Prison. Amnesty International now lists 
those people as prisoners of conscience. Yesterday, Car- 
olyn Dempster spoke to Karal here in London and asked 
him what the women had been doing before their arrest. 


[Begin recording] [Karal] They were distributing photo- 
graphs of the (?martyrs) and they put a bouquet of 
flowers, which is carrying their photographs, inside the 
garden of the Palace of Khartoum. Actually, they took 
the people by surprise because nobody knew that this 
demonstration was going to take place. And actually the 
number was quite high; it was about 250. So after that 
they started. So when they realized there was something 
going on, so they attacked them, and they beat them, and 
they captured some of them, and they took them to 
Omdurman Prison. [sentence as heard] On the following 
day, another group of the women and the children who 
were also relatives of those officers went to the security 
headquarters and they were asked for their release, and 
15 of them have been detained. [sentence as heard] 


[Dempster] And since then, has anybody been allowed to 
see your sisters or any of those who were detained? 


[Karal] No. Nobody had access to them. 
[Dempster] Not even a lawyer? 


[Karal}] Not even a lawyer; and among them there is a 
lady named (Magida Awos Fojali) who is a journalist, 
and she is in a very poor medical condition. She was 
under medical treatment actually, and they denied her 
medical attention. And I just... 


{[Dempster, interrupting] And, has the government said 
that it is going to charge them? 


[Karal] Yes, yes... 


[Dempster, interrupting] Has the government in fact laid 
out what it is going to charge them with? 
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[Karal] Yes. Yes, we heard yesterday that they are going 
to take them to a court and then charge them with 
encouraging the people for the downfall of the regime. 
And this could be also an execution. 


[Dempster] So it carries the penalty of execution? 


[Karal] Yes. I mean, either they could end in jail or they 
could be executed as well. 


[Dempster] What kind of legal defense are they likely to 
be able to get? 


[Karal] As far as we know, no. Nothing. So far, all the 
courts which have been carried out in the Sudan during 
this regime, nobody was allowed to defend and all those 
courts were taken secretly, not in public. [sentence as 
heard] 


[Dempster] Now, we have just had this report published 
by Amnesty International which details some fairly 
gruesome conditions inside the Sudanese prisons. Do 
you have any knowledge of what conditions are actually 
like? 


{Karal] The conditions are very poor. People are treated 
badly. They have got too many people in small rooms, 
and they resort [to] all methods of tortures, and they 
have expertise brought specially from Iran to carry out 
this... 


{Dempster, interrupting] To carry out the torture? 


{Karal] To carry out the torture. Also, sometime [ago] | 
had a friend of mine who was detained before and he has 
been released. They kept number of hundreds of people 
just on the roofs of some of these houses under the sun. 
[sentence as heard] For them to do so it is actually 
because they want to threaten people; they want to 
terrify people, which is (?really) something new for the 
Sudan. Nobody was treated like this in the past. I mean, 
al-Numayri was detaining people in prison but not to 
this extent. And, they believe they will remain in power. 


[Dempster] But just recently, we had an amnesty in 
Sudan where they released more than 200 prisoners. 
Now, this is not the action of a regime that is frightened 
of its critics. 


[Karal] I believe that under pressure as well from the 
international world, but I think the world is not doing 
enough. [sentence as heard] 


[Dempster] You said that the government of General 
al-Bashir is importing Iranians to serve in the prisons. 


[Karal] Yes. 


[Dempster] Now, how much information do you have 
about the involvement of the Iranians, because we have 
heard a lot about them fighting on the side of the 
Suaanese Government. 


[Karal] This is true. Yes, this is true. I mean, they have 
also a strong presence in the south, and actually they are 
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supplying arms to the Sudanese Army as they believe the 
only way to finish the civil war in the Sudan is to get rid 
completely—and I mean completely—of the southerner. 
And they are using two methods: One of them is the 
military way and the second one is starvation; to stop 
any aid going to the south. 


[Dempster] Surely as there was opposition to Gen. 
al-Bashir from members of his officer corps in the past, 
there must be dissident voices at the moment. What is 
happening to those outspoken members of the military? 


[Karal] Yeah, a lot of them have been made redundant 
and some of them they have been sent to the south to 
fight the [Sudanese] People’s Liberation Army. So there 
is a chance for them to be killed in action, and also to 
give them... 


{[Dempster, interrupting] Do you have proof of this that 
there is a purposeful direction that people who oppose 
the regime are being sent down south to fight in the civil 
war? 


[Karal] Because all of those officers who are going to the 
south, they are not members of the INF, which is Islamic 
National Front. And, in the Sudanese Army people know 
them. They are known who is really supporting the INF. 
[sentence as heard] [end recording] 


Critical Shortage of Medicine Foreseen 


92AF0658E Khartoum AL-SUDAN AL-HADITH 
in Arabic 23 Mar 92 p | 


[Article by Nabilah 'Abd-al-Muttalib: ‘“‘Medicine 
Shortage Exists, But Real Crisis Is Yet To Come”)} 


[Text] Dr. Muhammad Najib Babakr, Director of the 
Ministry of Health’s Department of Pharmaceutical 
Manufacture, said that the shortage of medicine con- 
tinues because pharmaceutical companies and manufac- 
turers lack the financing needed to obtain the banking 
credit they need to import medicine. 


He told AL-SUDAN AL-HADITH that shortages of 
medicine will become critical unless fundamental steps 
and solutions are taken to make medicine immediately 
available. He pointed out that several proposals to 
alleviate the shortages were submitted to the minister of 
health by both the relevant authorities and the Associa- 
tion for Importing Pharmaceuticals. One such proposal 
is for banks to provide the import and manufacturing 
sector with the necessary facilities as a prelude to 
opening 20-percent credit accounts in order to satisfy 
demand. 


Dr. Muhammad Najib added that existing medicine 
manufacturers help supply certain medicines after ful- 
filling industrial needs, and that some facilities 
encounter problems in obtaining the funding needed to 
import raw materials. 


Dr. Jamal Majdhub, Director of the Department of 
Economical Treatment, said that large quantities of 


NEAR EAST 55 


medicine arrived from Britain and that they would cover 
the needs of Economical Treatment Centers for six 
months. They include basic pharmaceuticals and antibi- 
Otics and will be distributed via the pharmacies of 
Economical Treatment Centers which, he pointed out, 
are open 24 hours a day in the three governorates 
[governorates unspecified]. He added that shortages of 
certain drugs are covered by medical aid. 


Official Praises Public Order Police 


92AF0660B Khartoum SUNA in English 
22 Mar 92 p 10 


[Text] Khartoum, March 22, (SUNA)—Khartoum 
State’s Attorney of the Public Order Prosecution 
Mohamed Ahmed E] Ghali has hailed the Public Order’s 
Police for working efficiently and in accordance with the 
law. 


He denied the rumours depicting the force with arresting 
the citizens and searching the houses without legal 
warrants. 


El Ghali said in a statement to SUNA that the Public 
Order Police has been working, since its establishment 
last December, according to the government nationals 
for fighting corruption everywhere. 


The force is responsible for conducting investigations in 
crimes related to public order, public tranquility and 
public nuisance. 


Spy Case Before Special Court 


92AF0658D Khartoum AL-SUDAN AL-HADITH 
in Arabic 24 Mar 92 p | 


[Article: “First Defendant in Spy Case Withdraws 
Confession”’] 


[Text] Special Tribunal No. 1, in its session yesterday 
noon at al-Sayyid ‘Ali al-Mirghani Gardens, heard the 
testimony of first defendant retired Col. Nasr-al-Din 
Hasan Bashir, indicted with three others for espionage 
and the sale of documents to foreign organizations. Lt. 
Col. ‘Abdallah "Uthman presided. 


He [Col. Bashir] said that he is withdrawing all the 
statements he gave to the investigations [department] 
daily record, as well as his court confession, because he 
had no counsel present during questioning and because 
he did not sign the interrogation statement. He added 
that the photocopier was only used for rent documents 
and other family items. 


He denied that he assigned the fourth defendant to 
photocopy documents or to conduct surveillance of 
visitors to the office of the chief of Security. He also 
denied any ties to the “I, The Sudan” or any other 
movement that targeted the security of the Sudan, also 
known as the opposition. 
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Official Demands More Videotape Censorship 


92AF0621A Khartoum AL-INQADH AL-WATANI 
in Arabic 2 Mar 92 p 5 


[Interview with 'Abd-al-’Azim ‘Awad, deputy secretary 
general of the Press and Publication Council by "Abbud 
Mirghani; place and date not given} 


[Text] In this brief talk with "Abd-al-’Azim ‘Awad, 
deputy secretary general of the Press and Publication 
Council, we focus on an important matter concerning 
censorship on audio and video tapes and the work the 
council is doing. Abd-al-’Azim says the censorship law is 
not abreast with the fundamentalization process [ta’sil] 
and cultural change. 

The occasion for this dialogue is the spread of video 
Clubs that cast their poison among the young people in 
Khartoum. More dangerous still is that one of the clubs 
shows movies in one of the schools. Hence the following 
introduction is necessary: 

It is common knowledge that the most evil type of 
poisons are those that influence the soul and religion. It 
is illogical, in the era of fundamentalization, to show 
terrible and corrupting films to youngsters and children. 
Shall we believe or disbelieve that such films are being 
shown in schools in return for some fee? 


This was what happened in past years, is still happening, 
and will continue to happen unless effective censorship 
and inspection measures are taken and drastic laws are 
enacted. Words and pictures play even a more deadly 
role than bullets and money. Their effect is not restricted 
to simply destroying the human body. But over and 
above that, it causes wretchedness—which I swear to 
God I will avoid mentioning it—to individuals, nations, 
or a whole generation, for their effect is long and 
everlasting. 

When will an analytical survey of the foreign content of 
what is being broadcast on Sudanese television be car- 
ried out in order to determine the negative values in 
relation to fundamentalization? A study of an Arab 
television service has shown that the negative values 
represent 46.7 percent of all the values reflected in this 
thought, in that they basically concentrate on the indi- 
vidual without looking at the whole. The promote cruelty 
and violence as a means to resolve a conflict. They 
fanatically glorify the American society. The U.S. film 
series sings the greatness of the American people and the 
qualities they possess. They also put the other countries 
in a poor light and categorize them as ignorant and 
backward. 


This state of affairs indirectly affects the audience, 

particularly the children. The movies concentrate on 
violence and crime and promote moral decadence. They 
reveal weakness of the family ties and the separation of 
children from their parents. Moreover we find that this 
foreign vehicle does not carry anything that we could 
teach to our children. Rather, they propagate wrong 
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values and misconceptions that are harmful to society. 
They do not impart the knowledge that should be 
imparted to children. Our children’s minds must be 
opened, while keeping an eye on the principles of child 
rearing and sociology, so that such programs are appro- 
priate for the age of children to whom they are being 
offered. 


It has been found that there are 296 video and cassette 
shops in Khartoum province and 33 in the other prov- 
inces. But ineffectual censorship and light penalties, as 
well as the lack of coordination among the various 
departments in reporting violations, is a problem that 
needs a speedy solution. 


Recently it was discovered that there are a large number 
of so-called video clubs that are operating illegally. Their 
danger lies in the fact that they have not been passed 
through official censorship channels. These are located 
in Khartoum suburbs, in west Omdurman, and in areas 
east Khartoum North. What lies behind this is even 
worse. In some high class areas, there is wide trafficking 
in poisons of all kinds, including drugs. 


In order to throw light on the shortcomings of the oversight 
bodies and to look at the loopholes and weaknesses in 
censorship laws pertaining to video and audio tapes, we 
had the following interview with ‘Abd-al-'Azim ‘Awad, 
deputy secretary general of the Press and Publication 
Council: 


[Mirghani} What are the tasks and objectives of the Press 
and Publication Council, and how do you view the 
present situation? 


['Awad] Looking at the present situation in the Press and 
Publication Council, we find that it has a mixture of 
responsibilities, of which the press is only a small part. 
For example, the council is charged with implementing 
the 1984 censorship law on video and audio recordings. 
It is charged with approving the establishment of pho- 
tography studios, film developing laboratories, film pro- 
cessing, photocopying machines, advertising agencies, 
publishing houses, printing presses of all types and 
forms, press affairs, and typing and computer-teaching 
academies. 

The Press and Publication Council is charged with 
implementing the 1984 censorship law on audio and 
video recordings. The law exempts the National Radio 
Authority and the National Television Authority, as they 
are official authorities. The council continuously follows 
up the issue of censorship within its present limited 
resources. The council's authority first begins with 
approving the setting up of an establishment in accor- 
dance with Article 4.1 and maintaining oversight of the 
enterprise in accordance with Article 3. 


[Mirghani] What is the definition of the term “video and 
audio recordings”? 


[‘Awad] Video and audio recordings include the video- 
tape and the closed twin-reel cassette tape, the closed 
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one-reel tape, and the groove recorded disc, as well as 
any other new recordings that fall within this category. 


(Mirghani} What is the definition of the terms “producer,” 
“publisher,” and “distributor”? 


['Awad] The producer is the person who owns recording 
production and marketing equipment. The publisher is 
the person who owns equipment for recording produc- 
tion for commercial purposes. The distributor is the 
person who sells the recordings. 


(Mirghani] What is the definition of the term “video 
center” and “disco equipment”? 


[‘Awad] Video center means the place where records are 
sold. Disco equipment means equipment owned by any 
person for the purpose of playing records in a public 
place for a fee or for free. 


[Mirghani] What are the powers and jurisdictions of the 
Censorship Committee on Video and Audio Recordings? 


[Awad] Among the committee’s powers and jurisdic- 
tions is to submit proposals to determine the state’s 
general policy in the field of recordings, to study and 
evaluate reports it receives from the subcommittees, and 
to issue the necessary instructions to them. They are also 
to look into applications for importing and exporting 

ings and make recommendations to the minister. 
Its tasks include drafting the necessary laws and regula- 
tions and issuing the necessary orders to implement 
these laws, as well as issuing statutes, regulations, and 
orders regulating its work. It also receives from the 
Customs Office or the Post and Telegraph Authority 
recorded videos and tapes and other imported record- 
ings or recordings for export in order to preview them 
and make sure that they do not violate the laws. It is 
empowered to seize and confiscate any imported or 
exported recordings without license, if these recordings 
violate the conditions under which the license was 
issued. It also submits periodical reports about its per- 
formance and the performance of the subcommittees 
and their operation, in accordance with its instructions. 


The subcommittee’s jurisdictions and powers include 
looking into applications to work in the field of pub- 
lishing, distribution, and production of recordings to 
engage in video center and disco activities. The council 
submits its recommendations in this regard to the state 
governor. The subcommittee also looks into applications 
for carrying out videotaping at weddings and celebra- 
tions held outdoors, and submits its recommendations to 
the mayor of the national capital or to the state governor 
concerned, whichever the case may be. 


The subcommittee prepares periodical reports for the 
committee about its performance and its implementa- 
tion of the committee’s directions. It issues statutes, 
regulations, and orders that regulate its work procedures. 
It also inspects video shops, disco centers, and all shops 
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that deal with recordings in order to ensure that they 
comply with the terms under which the licenses were 
issued. 


It confiscates any recordings that violate procedures 
Stipulated in the laws, regulations, and orders, and 
submits a report to the committee in every case where 
the recordings are imported. 


It makes recommendations to the authorities concerned 
to close any place dealing with records if it is established 
that the owner is not complying with the stated terms or 
is violating the provisions of this law or the regulations, 
rules, or orders issued under the law. 


[Mirghani] How is censorship of banned recordings 
implemented? 


[Awad] Importing, publishing, producing, printing, and 
circulating any recordings or dealing with them in any 
way is banned if: 


¢ The recording violates religious values, public 
decency, and public taste; 

e If the recording is harmful to beliefs, custom, or 
religions; 

e If the recording is offensive to color or race, or sets 
preferences of one color or race over another; 

e If the recording contains material contrary to state 
policy and national security; 

¢ If the recording is politically banned or comprises 
actors who are banned, or if it is a joint production 
with a hostile state or contains propaganda by a 
hostile state. 


No person granted a license in accordance with the 
regulations of the law can surrender it or transfer it to 
another person, or use it in any way that would lead to 
that. No person is allowed to produce, publish, dis- 
tribute, or circulate any recordings for commercial pur- 
poses, or aid in doing so, unless the name of the 
producer, company, or the distinctive trademark of any 
of them and the place and printing date are clearly 
printed on the recording. Every person granted a license 
under this law should display such license in a prominent 
spot in the work place. 


{Mirghani] What is the penalty for violating the law of 
censorship on video recordings? 


[Awad] Every person violating this law will be punished, 
when convicted, with a fine not exceeding 5,000 
Sudanese pounds, 2 years imprisonment, or both sen- 
tences. This is in addition to confiscating the offending 
recordings, and the court can order cancellation of the 
license. 


[Mirghani] Do you believe that censorship on audio and 
video recordings are not in step with fundamentalization 
and cultural change, and that the penalties are extremely 
lacking? 


[Awad] The law of censorship on recordings is not 
keeping abreast. A new law is supposed to be issued. The 
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extent of the deficiency is evident in the type of penalty. 
Unfortunately, this law is still valid today. We hope that 
it will be reconsidered and a new and stricter law will be 
enacted. 


If we look at the responsibilities of implementing this 
law, they will be—under the recent change that was 
carried out in the administration of the Ministry of 
Culture and Information—transferred to the Bureau of 
Literature and Artistic Items beginning next year. I hope 
that all the laws will be revised in order to keep in step 
with the present cultural revolution. 


[Mirghani] As we are in the era of implementing Islamic 
law [shari’ah}, how should the video and audio record- 
ings be dealt with under these conditions? 


[’Awad] Citizens working in this field personally feel— 
and this is a genuine and sincere feeling emanating from 
their conscience—that handling of video and audio 
recordings should be dealt with under a very strict 
observance of the spiritual and social values prevailing 
in our society, values that have recently developed into a 
very, very serious form in the wake of the National 
Salvation Revolution, and one year since the implemen- 
tation of shari’ah, and in view of the interest shown in 
public demeanor. 


A commendable phenomenon has emerged, namely the 
trend to shop at Islamic video shops. A considerable 
number of citizens have applied to open Islamic video 
and audio libraries. On this occasion, I would like to 
praise the efforts the Two Mosques [al-Haramayn] Char- 
itable Society is making. In order to encourage this 
praiseworthy and noble phenomenon, the fees [for a 
video shop license] will be very minimal. This is in order 
to encourage this good trend that is compatible with 
Sudanese society. 


REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


Official: Divided Military Threat to Elections 


92AE0297A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
11 Mar 92 p 4 


{Interview with Abu-Luhum, chairman of the Yemeni 
Republican Party, by *Ali al-Ruzz in London, date not 
given; first paragraph AL-HAYAH introduction] 


[Text] Mr. Muhammad Abu-Luhum, chairman of the 
Yemeni Republican Party, asked the chairman of the 
Council of Representatves’ Economic Committee to 
bring about the basic elements of the general elections 
before talking about their scheduling. He mentioned in 
an interview AL-HAYAH had with him in London that 
the military establishment was still divided between the 
two ruling parties. He wondered, “Who will guarantee 
that neither of the two ruling parties will resort to using 
its military current within the army in order to stay in 
power, if election results do not go its way?” Abu-Luhum 
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affirmed that he and his party were “irrevocably” com- 
mitted to the principle of elections, and he emphasized 
the need to separate partisanship from the military 
establishment, as is stipulated in the parties law. 


Herein follows the text of the interview: 


{al-Ruzz] Will the Yemeni elections take place as 
scheduled? 


{[Abu-Luhum] The time of the elections has not been 
finally set as of this moment. There are those who 
propose possible times, and those who say they will take 
place next fall. The People’s General Conference is 
determined that they take place before the end of the 
transitional period, and the Socialist Party announces 
through Vice President ‘Ali Salim al-Bayd that there is 
no final agreement between the two ruling parties on a 
time for holding the general elections. 


{[al-Ruzz}] Do you believe that the elections have fallen 
prey to the particulars of the political game in the 
Yemen, especially between the two ruling parties? 


[Abu-Luhum] Nobody is opposed to the principle of 
elections, because, simply put, they are the shortest way 
to reflect popular representation within the state appa- 
ratus. But they have now come under a kind of bidding 
war between the two ruling parties, and they have 
entered a maze that has cost them their credibility, not 
only with others, but among themselves and within their 
bases of support. Even if we suppose that the two parties 
have agreed on setting a time for the elections, we believe 
that it is necessary to bring about several basic elements 
of these elections, and to settle more than one basic and 
important issue before they are held. 


{al-Ruzz] What are those basic elements? 


[Abu-Luhum] At the start of the transitional period, the 
two parties committed themselves to achieving several 
basic tasks, but that has not happened. We are seeing the 
end of nearly two years of this period, and the mainstays 
of the new state have not been secured, as is indicated by 
the fact that the largest and most dangerous establish- 
ment, that is, the military, has not yet been unified, and 
the required merger within its ranks has not happened on 
a unified national basis, despite the fact that the unifi- 
cation agreement stipulated giving the subject the 
utmost priority. 


[al-Ruzz] But can members of the armed forces partici- 
pate in voting and expressing their views? 


[Abu-Luhum] How can we imagine that the elections 
could take place as scheduled, as they claim, when the 
armed forces are divided and have split their loyalty 
between the Conference and the Socialists? What would 
guarantee that neither of the two parties would resist 
being removed from its position in power if the elections 
do not go its way? And who guarantees—and this is the 
most serious—that some party would not resort to using 
those military units completely committed to it to 
remain in power? 
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[al-Ruzz] The unification agreement stipulated that the 
army be removed from partisanship and politics. Have 
steps been taken to do that? 


[Abu-Luhum] The parties law that the Council of Rep- 
resentatives enacted stipulated that partisan activity 
within the ranks of the armed forces be banned, and a 
date, 31 December 1991, was set as the deadline for 
applying this. So here we are in the third month of the 
new year and nothing of that has been done. On the 
contrary, party membership for the military establish- 
ment is still standing on two feet, the military 
establishment still plays a big role in the process of 
partisan polarization on the two sides. 

The question is one of confidence and intentions. If the 
two ruling parties do not agree on a merger, how can we 
be assured that they will accept the [election] results? 
What are the guarantees that what many fear will not 
happen? 


[al-Ruzz] Besides the military establishment, what are 
the other basic elements that are needed for the elections 
to be held? 


{[Abu-Luhum] There are many basic elements, including, 
for example, the process of administrative division. We 
wonder whether the government has any concept or plan 
to set the standards which will be used to divide the 
electoral districts. Indeed, how can an election bill be 
proposed if the electoral districts are not determined? 


Their lax adherence to the laws offers us new proof of the 
authorities’ inability to implement laws and decisions, 
something which shakes the people’s confidence in the 
state and its capability and sincerity. In spite of that, if 
the government is really serious about holding elections, 
it still has enough time to carry out the tasks which it was 
supposed to have done during the transitional period. 


[al-Ruzz] When should the elections to be held, in your 
opinion? 
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[Abu-Luhum] I would not like it to be understood from 
my words that I am against elections, for they are at the 
heart of our program, our political activity, and our 
future expectations of a strong and developed Yemen; 
however, we are concentrating on the need to ensure 
their fundamentals. If we want to prove that we are a 
democratic society, should we hold worthless elections? 
Some might be pained by those words, but it is better to 
face the truth, even if it is painful. It is at the heart of 
patriotic duty to start working to defuse the explosive 
mines that are sown in that laxness that we see in 
applying all articles of the unification agreement and the 
laws that parliament enacted. 


[al-Ruzz] How would you assess the economic situation 
in Yemen these days? 


{[Abu-Luhum] All the signs indicate that the basic ele- 
ments of an of economic revival are present, for Yemen 
has great wealth in reserve. But what is important is that 
some kind of clear foundation be laid upon which to base 
political reforms that will secure stability and bring a halt 
to the current division between the two ruling parties, so 
that all Yemeni forces will have the chance to participate 
and place the right man in the right place. 


{al-Ruzz] Do the conflicts that appeare. recently 
between some of the Yemeni tribes indicate the start of 
a “political war?” 


{[Abu-Luhum] I can say absolutely that the tribal situa- 
tion in Yemen is stable, and its stability is a guarantee of 
the country’s unity. There is no inherent conflict worth 
mentioning, but some are trying to create one for per- 
sonal reasons. 


{al-Ruzz] What is your opinion of the mission of the 
“people’s delegation” which had intended to tour the 
Gulf? 


[Abu-Luhum] I do not know what its mission is, or what 
authority it has, or what the purpose of the visit is. 
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BANGLADESH 


DCCI Reports on Economic Situation 


924S0790 Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 
17 Feb 92 p 9 


[Text] The expected surge in economic activities is yet to 
be evidenced to any marked extent though in some 
sectors such as industry, domestic trade and public 
sector investment and associated operations, it gained 
momentum, the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and 
[DCCI] Industry said yesterday. 


The DCCI however noted with satisfaction that the 
economy was gradually coming out of the recessionary 
woods following an arrest of the downslide in the 
economy. But with the contraction in credit, the banks 
faced excess liquidity problem. 


The chamber has asked the government to cut down on 
its spiralling current expenditures, take appropriate steps 
to contain labour unrest on issues of unreasonable 
demands and go ahead with the privatisation pro- 
gramme. 


The chamber hoped that these moves would enable 
creation of conditions for sustained growth, supporting 
the recovery on very effective line for linking it with 
structural economic improvements. The chamber urged 
the government to extend time limit for settlement of 
outstanding credits. The deadline passes on June 30. 


The DCCI said, some latest indicators suggest that the 
economy is gradually coming out of the recessionary 
woods. Agricultural performance, particularly that of 
food crop production, has so far been quite satisfactory 
this year, primarily because of a bumper Aman harvest. 
This has demonstrated once again the resilience of the 
key economic sector in Bangladesh, though its links with 
industry and other organised economic sectors still 
remain tenous. 


Imports are picking up—though not much substantially 
but in not too negligible ways, reversing the downtrend 
witnessed earlier in the first five months of the current 
financial year. The LC (letter to credits) openings in 
December and January showed some uptrend, rising in 
aggregate value terms, between 10 and 15 percent for 
both industrial raw materials and consumer items. 


Export earnings in the first half of fiscal 1991-92 at 
902.32 million dollars were 7.63 percent higher than 
those of the corresponding period in 1990-91. The higher 
export receipts were however mainly because of an 
encouraging growth in two or three items while tradi- 
tional exports, for a variety of reasons, continued to face 
problems. 


Alongside this, the country’s overall or macro economic 
situation reflects now a better and a more stable picture. 
Revenue earnings in the first half of the current fiscal 
year were satisfactory. The collections by National 
Board of Revenue (NBR) totalled Taka{[Tk]3,125 more 
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between July and December against the projected target 
of Taka 3,075 crore for the period. The government, as 
the reports said, is expecting still higher revenue earnings 
for the second half of the fiscal 1991-92 because imports 
are picking up and domestic production in some orga- 
nised sectors has started showing some improvements, 
particularly in the wake of the recently-launched anti- 
smuggling operations. 


The country’s exchange reserve position remains also 
comfortable. Such reserves rose to 1,245 million dollars 
in mid-January 1992 from 881 million dollars on June 
30, 1991. Remittances by the Bangladeshi nationals 
working abroad are also steady with the amount totalling 
about 390 million dollars between July and December in 
1991, showing a marginal rise of about one million 
dollars over the level of the corresponding period last 
year. Disbursements of foreign aid—ioans and grants— 
totalled 432 million dollars in the first five months of the 
current fiscal year up to November. 


About the macroeconomic performance, we would fur- 
ther like to note here that the inflationary rate, on the 
basis of Dhaka Middle Class Cost of Living Indices (as 
officially compiled), was 1.82 percent (on a point- 
to-point basis) between last June and November, 
according to the latest official accounts. One has how- 
ever to accept the official version about the inflationary 
rate with a grain of salt. The Consumers Association of 
Bangladesh (CAB) indicated in its year-end survey 
report that the cost of living index rose by 10.48 percent 
in 1991. 


The monetary and credit situation in the first half of the 
current fiscal year has otherwise been “very stable.” 
Broad money (M2)—representing notes-in-circulation, 
demand deposits and time deposits—recorded a growth 
of about four percent. The growth was far below the 
target which was 9.44 percent for July-December period. 
Total banks deposits—demand and time—were up by 
Taka 1,183 crore to Taka 22,576 crore (excluding Taka 
1,608 crore as government deposits) on December 26, 
91. Aggregate domestic credits, covering operations in 
pure government, public and private sectors, recorded a 
net contraction by Taka 820 crore (3.25 percent) in the 
first half of the current fiscal year. It was projected at the 
beginning of the current fiscal year that the aggregate 
amount of outstanding bank credits would expand by 
Taka 2,761.60 crore (10.88 percent) in the first half of 
the current fiscal year. 


Far from expanding the bank credits contracted during 
the period under report, the decline was in varying 
proportions for the pure government, the public sector 
and the private sector. While credit flows declined, for a 
variety of reasons with the primary factor being the 
“stringencies” in credit disbursements following the 
adoption of new criteria set for the same under the 
financial sector reforms, the banks faced the problem of 
excess “liquidity” problem. This implied the availability 
of funds with the banks for credits which could not be 
channelised to the real sectors of the economy. The 
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excess liquidity with the banks (excluding the specialised 
financial institutions) rose from Taka 350 crore on June 
30, "91 to Taka 752 crore on December 31, 1991. 


In the context of the prevailing situation, we in the DCC! 
strongly feel that there is a greater need now to take a 
new stock of the situation in the banking sector. We will 
like to reiterate our demand here for extending the 
tume-limit for settlement of outstanding credit overdues 
by the borrowers with their respective banks with the 
earlier announced interest exemption or remission 
facility up to June 30 next. The provisions for taking 
advantage of the interest exemption or remission facility 
also need to be further amended in the light of what we 
have earlier suggested with strong reasons for the same. 
We are of the firm view that the extension of time in this 
context will serve stronger purposes: boost business 
confidence further, encourage new investments in the 
private sector and help sustain the recovery signs that are 
already in evidence in some sectors. The exercises of the 
Sick Industnes Rehabilitation Cell will also be taking a 
firmer shape by June 30 next. The extension of time for 
settlement of credit overdues will be amply rewarding in 
the context. Because it will then help attain the real 
meaningful goal of recovering overdue credits which is 
the prime objective of financial sector reforms. 


Meanwhile, we will urge the authorities to keep a firm 
rein on spiralling current expenditures of the govern- 
ment, to take appropriate steps to contain labour unrest 
on issues of unreasonable demands and to go ahead 
steadily along realistic lines with appropriate reforms 
and privatisation of the ailing public sector bodies and 
autonomous organisations. Such moves will create con- 
ditions for sustained growth, supporting the recovery on 
very effective lines for linking it with structural eco- 
nomic improvements. On its [as published], the govern- 
ment should make harder efforts to strengthen its devel- 
opment operations for creating an efficient 
infrastructure and alleviating poverty which are the 
prime needs for sustained development in our context. 


Terms for MPs’ Remuneration, Benefits Approved 
92AS0800A Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER 
in English 17 Feb 92 pp 1, 10 


[Quotation marks as published] 


[Text] The Jatiya Sangsad unanimously passed Sunday 
afternoon an amendment bill, with certain modifica- 
tions, providing for raising remuneration and allowances 
of the Members of Parliament and making provision for 
‘pension’ and annual discretionary grant of Taka 75 
thousand, reports BSS. 


The Members of Parliament (Remuneration and Allow- 
ances) (Amendment) Bill, 1992 will come into force with 
effect from July | (one) last year (1991). 


Besides enhancing remuneration of an MP [member of 
Parliament] to Taka 6,000 from Taka 3,000, the bill 
passed by the House provides for also raising sumptuary, 
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telephone and daily allowances and an insurance cover 
of Taka five lakh instead of Taka three lakh, at govern- 
ment expense against death or permanent disablement 
caused by accident during his term of office. 


A new provision has been inserted in the Members of 
Parliament (Remuneration and Allowances) Order of 
1973 making pension provision of Taka one thousand in 
recognition of his political contributions when he will 
not be an MP. This will take effect from April 4 last year, 
the day the present members of the Sth Jatiya Sangsad 
took oath as members. 


The amendment moved by Awami League member Mr. 
Md. Asaduzzaman, reads as: “8A. A member of Parlia- 
ment in recognition of his political contributions shall be 
entitled to a pension of Taka one thousand per mensem 
while he will not be a Member of Parliament. This act 
will take effect from fourth April 1991. 


The House also passed unanimously two amendments 
brought by the Whip, Mr. Mahbubul Alam Tara Mia of 
the Treasury Bench, substituting the explanations 
relating to import of duty-free car and an allowance of 
Taka 1,500 per mensem for maintaining an office in 
their respective constituencies. 

After the amendment passed by the House Article 30 of 
the 1973 Act reads as: “A member shall be entitled to 
import free of customs duty, sales tax, development 
surcharge and import permit fee during the whole of his 
term of office, one car or jeep of such specification, and 
on such conditions, as the government may specify in 
this behalf. 


“Explanation—In this article, "Member* shall include 
the Prime Minister, the Speaker, the Ministers, the 
Leader of the Opposition, the Deputy Leader of the 
House, the Deputy Speaker, the Chief Whip, the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition, Ministers of State, the Whips 
and Deputy Ministers who are Members of Parliament.” 


A new provision has been inserted as 3D which reads as: 
“3D. A member shall be entitled to receive office 
expenses allowance at the rate of one thousand and five 
hundred Taka per mensem for maintaining an office in 
his constituency. 


Explanation—In this article, ““Member” shall include 
the Prime Minister, the Speaker, the Ministers, the 
Leader of the Opposition, the Deputy Leader of the 
House, the Deputy Speaker, the Chief Whip, the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition, Ministers of State, the Whips 
and Deputy Ministers who are Members of Parliament.“ 


The travelling allowance of an MP who opts not to 
accept a non-transferable pass to travel within the 
country at any time by air or railway or steamer in the 
highest class or by BRTC [Bangladesh Road Transport 
Corporation] bus has been raised to Taka 30 thousand 
from Taka 20 thousand per annum. 


A new provision had been included at 6B saying: (1) 
There shall be placed at the disposal of a member 
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discretionary grant an amount not exceeding Taka sev- 
enty five thousand per annum. (2) The expenditure from 
the discretionary grant shall be subject to such condi- 
tions as may be prescribed by rules made under Article 9 
of the 1973 Act (which prescribes for a committee to 
make rules for carrying out the purposes of this order). 


The statement of object and reasons of the bill, said it was 
necessitated to amend the 1973 Members of Parliament 
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(Remuneration and Allowances) Act as the sphere of activ- 
hh A — FFD f— 1. 

increased immensely with the introduction of parliamentary 
form of government. Moreover, prices of essentials and cost 
of living have also increased manifold. It was thought 
proper to increase the salary, allowances and other ameni- 
ties of the members keeping pace with the increase in the 
sphere of activities and responsibilities of members and 
prices of essentials and cost of living. 
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